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MOST OF US
WOULD RATHER 
STAND OUR GROUND 
OR PERHAPS AVOID 
THE CONFLICT  
ALTOGETHER.

It takes a bit of courage to pick 
up a book titled Surrender. 
For most people, the call to 
surrender triggers a fight-or-
flight response. If your first 
response to a challenge, even 
from God, is to acquiesce, that 
is exceedingly rare. Most of 
us would rather stand our 
ground or perhaps avoid  
the conflict altogether. The 
very idea of surrender is  
distasteful at best, although  
it seems like the only 
response we can make in 
some situations. What else 
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Surrender is a last resort, a desperation move.
My aim in writing this book is to change your mind about 

the meaning of surrender so you will be willing to offer 
yourself ever more fully to Christ. It is only by responding with 
faith to those challenging, sometimes painful, moments when 
Jesus beckons us to follow him in deeper surrender that we 
can be transformed and change dramatically. Only then will 
our lives be transformed into his likeness. Resist God’s call to 
surrender, and you will remain as you are. Join Jesus in saying 
to the Father, “Not my will, but yours be done,” and you will 
experience transformation. Sanctification comes when you are 
willing to offer your entire life as a gift to God. 

That’s a lesson I’ve learned over many years of spiritual 
conflict, resistance, and by finally surrendering myself to God’s 
will time and time again. Over the nearly fifty years since my 
first moment of surrender, I have seen that pattern played out 
many times. Each time has led to a deeper level of commitment 
to Christ and an increased level of fruitfulness in ministry. I 
share my experiences and reflections in the sincere hope that 
they may prompt you to surrender yourself more fully to God 
and experience the transformed life as a result. 

To that end, I have organized this book not in two sections, 
but into two kinds of chapters. The first are those that describe 
my experiences, which I label offering plate moments (more on that 
a bit later). These chapters are like a peek inside my daily journal. In 
them I’m candid about my most significant spiritual challenges. 
I talk about my inner conflict, the fears, emotions I experienced, the 
reasons I initially resisted God’s call, and my eventual surrender 
to his will. You may see a bit of yourself in these chapters, for our 
experience as human beings and as disciples of Jesus no doubt 
have a lot in common. We’re all weak, perhaps in different ways. 

Over the years I have learned that my spiritual experiences 
are only half of the story. I have discovered that a moment of 
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with understanding. The practice of theological reflection— 
examining a situation through the lenses of Scripture, the tra-
ditions of the church, our own experiences, and reason—helps us 
put words, resolves, spiritual principles, and, ultimately, actions 
around our spiritual breakthroughs. So the second type of 
chapter in this book describes my reflections on moments of 
spiritual surrender. These chapters draw biblical principles, 
helpful practices, and other lessons gleaned from my experi-
ence. From these chapters I hope you will gain understanding 
about the dynamics of spiritual surrender that will support 
you in following through on the commitments you make. 
These reflection chapters draw heavily from Romans 12, a 
classic text on the concept of sanctification and one that has 
been foundational in my thinking.

Experience and reflection: those are the two halves of this 
book, and the chapters on experience and reason alternate 
throughout. One chapter describes a challenge I faced, and 
the next examines the biblical and theological principles that 
underlie it. If you read only the experience chapters, which you 
are most welcome to do, you’ll find something of a spiritual 
memoir. If you read only the reflection chapters, you’ll find a 
book of scriptural principles and helpful insights. As a whole, I 
hope the work offers both the inspiration and the understand-
ing that will enable you to respond to God’s call to surrender in 
your life with a resounding “Yes!”



1
God’s Best vs. 
Your Best

THE DECISION TO  
SURRENDER SET  
THE COURSE FOR  
THE REST OF  
MY LIFE.

My first semester at college 
was anything but peaceful. 
The preceding spring had been 
one of the most contentious 
seasons in recent history. It 
seemed that half of the world 
was bent on forcing the other 
half into submission. John 
Mitchell, H. R. Haldeman, 
and John Ehrlichman, aides 
to former President Richard 
Nixon, were found guilty of  
conspiracy in the Watergate 
affair and surrendered  
themselves to federal prison. 
World chess champion Bobby 
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Federation over match rules, eventually refusing to defend 
his title against Russian Garry Kasparov. Fischer was forced 
to surrender his crown. Domestic terrorists bombed the U.S. 
State Department’s office in Washington, D.C., in an attempt 
to bring the U.S. government to its knees. Not surprisingly, 
the government refused to surrender. And the decades-long 
war in Vietnam finally ended as South Vietnam unconditionally 
surrendered to North Vietnam following the fall of Saigon. 

Most of those conflicts had little to do with me, and I happily 
entered Grand Rapids Junior College that fall to major in busi-
ness. Yet, as the autumn leaves began to fall, I found myself 
embroiled in an intense conflict of my own, one that could end 
only in an unconditional surrender. Though I didn’t realize it at 
the time, this battle—and the white flag that I finally waved 
over my young heart—would set the spiritual pattern for my 
entire life. It was then, as a eighteen-year-old eagerly con-
sidering the prospect of graduation, independence, and the 
many life choices that would follow, that I discovered the 
unparalleled value of the very thing that co-conspirators, 
chess champions, and statesmen alike were bent on avoiding. 
I learned the power of surrender. 

My conflict may sound benign to some, but I assure you 
that it produced a deep spiritual divide within my heart and 
threatened to derail my growing relationship with God. You 
see, I felt called to enter the ministry, and, like Jonah, I didn’t 
want to go. Throughout my teen years, I had sensed a call to 
ministry, but two complicating factors raised enough doubt to 
reinforce my natural resistance to the idea. This became the 
ammunition I used in my battle of the wills with God. 

The first complication sprang from the wonderful rela-
tionship I had with my good Dutch grandmother, Cecil Cole. 
Grandma Cole was a formative force in our entire family and 
in my own life. She had concluded that I would make a good 
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and remembering my grandmother’s maturity and wisdom,  
I recognize that she simply had the insight to see in me what I 
could not yet see in myself. She was right about my call to  
ministry, but I had not yet discerned that call. I was determined 
that if I were to enter the ministry, it would be because God, 
not my grandmother, had called me. 

My hesitation was not unfounded. Even then I knew of too 
many peers who felt trapped in the ministry after being goaded 
there by family expectations. During the mid-1970s, this catch 
phrase was commonly used in personal evangelism: “God loves 
you and has a wonderful plan for your life.” I believed that 
was true, yet my call to ministry had begun to sound more like 
“God loves you, and Grandma has a wonderful plan for your 
life.” I knew I had to make this choice independent of others’ 
expectations, and that set up a resistance to God’s call within 
my heart. 

The second complication was what I call my wiring, the 
particular combination of temperament, abilities, intellect, 
and emotions that make me who I am. Many wonderful shep-
herds had served my home church during my youth. They were 
godly pastors, yet I perceived them to be very different from 
me in temperament and gifting. They excelled in pastoral care, 
counseling, and preaching—strengths I admired but didn’t 
possess. During high school, I had worked for my dad in the 
construction business. While I respected our pastors, Dad was 
my hero. I deeply admired the integrity with which he conducted 
the business as well as his contribution to our church as a lay 
leader. I envisioned following in his footsteps and building 
our family business into a real estate development company. 
I concluded that my entrepreneurial bent positioned me to 
be a businessperson, not a pastor. “I’m just not cut out for 
ministry,” I thought. After high school graduation, I entered 
a local college as a business major and kept working in the 
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future to enter the ministry. 
Around October, two circumstances coincided with my 

hesitancy over ministry to form a perfect storm of doubt and 
confusion. First, while walking through the school library, I hap-
pened to notice a book that questioned the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection. I wasn’t taking any religion courses, and I have no 
idea how that book came to my attention. Likely, it was the 
work of the Enemy. I read the book and my eyes were opened, 
so I thought, to a new way of thinking about the faith I had 
treasured just weeks earlier. I had discovered doubt. The sec-
ond circumstance was an illness. Like so many other college 
freshmen, I contracted mononucleosis. Though I kept attend-
ing classes, I suffered extreme fatigue, sore throat, head and 
body aches—all the classic symptoms. I was weak, exhausted, 
filled with doubts about my faith and dread about the prospect 
of entering ministry. I lay on the couch, pulled a pillow over my 
head, and tried desperately to shut out the voice of God. 

It didn’t work. My sense of God’s leading grew so compelling 
that I realized I would have to answer that call, or my refusal 
would shut down my heart, withering my relationship with God. 
Not only my career, but also my very soul, was at stake.

By early December, I had reached a point of desperation. 
Not knowing quite what to do, I reached out to a friend and 
mentor named Dick Wynn. Dick was the leader of Youth for 
Christ in west Michigan and was a true kingdom entrepre-
neur. I admired his innovative approaches to reaching people 
for Christ and his bold faith that produced a burning desire 
to make a difference in the lives of young people in Michigan 
and around the world. Still in his thirties, Dick had already 
made multiple overseas trips to share the gospel. He would 
eventually visit seventy-five nations, literally circling the globe 
twenty-five times. I trusted Dick because of his authentic faith 
and willingness to think outside the box, something few church 
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ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church, my own denomi-
nation. I had a sense that if anyone could help me resolve this 
question, it would be Dick. He agreed to meet with me to talk 
about my call to ministry. I had decided to keep my deeper 
doubts to myself. 

We met in Dick’s office on Kalamazoo Avenue, a basement 
space donated to Youth for Christ by a local physician. I was ill 
at ease, but Dick’s round face and ready smile made it easy to 
open up about my struggle. My first tack was to suggest that 
I could do more for the kingdom as a businessman than as a 
pastor. I was already a volunteer with Youth for Christ. I sug-
gested that I could go into the real estate development busi-
ness and continue donating time and money to support the 
cause, something I knew would appeal to Dick. However, he 
would have none of it. 

“That won’t solve your spiritual problem,” Dick said plainly. 
“You can’t substitute your own plans for God’s will. You need 
to get to the bottom of this now, or you’ll never find peace.”

I changed course and pitched my line about being called by 
Grandma, not God. 

“I get it,” Dick said, “but you’re thinking wrong.” I was eager 
to hear more. “In the first place, your grandmother just may be 
right. If God has called you, wouldn’t she be able to see it?”

“But what about this conflict I’m feeling?” I asked.
“Let me ask you this,” Dick said. “If you are not called to 

ministry, why would there be any struggle?” 
It was a fair point. It was beginning to appear that I was 

fighting against God and not Grandma after all. 
Dick went on. “Are you sure you’d have to become some-

thing you’re not in order to be a pastor? Isn’t it possible that 
God can use your ‘wiring’ for his purpose?”

That made sense too. After all, God was clearly using Dick’s 
boundless energy and innovative ideas for the kingdom. Why 
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changes in my personal character and relational capacity, but 
that conversation helped me understand that if God himself 
had given me these particular strengths, then he could certainly 
sanctify them for his purpose. 

I was feeling better already, but Dick wasn’t finished with 
me yet. After a long pause in the conversation, he leveled his 
gaze at me. “Wayne, the real question you’re facing has nothing 
to do with a call to ministry.”

Really? It sure felt as if it did. 
Dick pressed the point home. “Do you believe that surren-

dering yourself to God is really the best thing you can do? Or 
do you think God’s will for your life is somehow second best?” 

For me, that question was the answer. I’d been resisting God 
as if he were meddling in my plan for a happy life. My mind had 
even recruited doubts about the resurrection in the service of 
my obstinate will. In fact, God’s will for us is always higher, better, 
and more satisfying than the dreams we have for ourselves. 

I came away from my meeting with Dick feeling a great sense 
of relief. Our conversation opened a release valve on the spiritual 
pressure that had been building within me for months—even 
years. That evening was critical in helping me to hear God’s 
voice more clearly. It also helped to break down my resistance 
to following God’s call. Within a few weeks, I moved fully from 
resistance to surrender. When my pastor, Doyle Brannon, heard 
that I’d embraced a call to ministry, he wasted no time. A few 
weeks later, he graciously drove me the two hundred and fifty 
miles to Marion College, now Indiana Wesleyan University, 
where I enrolled in ministerial studies. I would begin classes 
there the next fall. That decision to surrender set the course 
for the rest of my life, and not just professionally. It became a 
pattern for spiritual conflict leading to discernment and finally 
trust that would play out over and over again as I continued to 
learn the lesson of surrender.
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