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A

LOVING
LOSING

MY CHILD
AND

By sharing her tragic story with such 
transparency and spiritual awareness, 
Brittani reveals how God’s presence 
and love met her in her greatest hours 
of need.

The magnitude of our pain was met with 
intense love and calculated acts of kindness.

I would never 
trade who I am 

now for who I 
was before.

He would not be able to live outside 
my womb. Nearly paralyzing grief 
overtook us.

Elijah was intensely 
loved in his seventy-
three minutes with us.

 The journey of carrying my son 
Elijah lasted another fourteen weeks. 
And during this time God showed 
up—in big and small ways. In everyday 
activities. In the love of his people. 
From the very day of that fateful 
diagnosis, the Lord and his church 
surrounded and carried us. Some 
days getting out of bed seemed an 
insurmountable feat. Some days the 
tears hardly stopped flowing. But the 
magnitude of our pain was met 
with intense love and calculated acts 
of kindness.
 A dear friend, who at the time was 
more of an acquaintance, brought us 
dinner every Monday. She wanted a 
tangible weekly reminder to pray for 
us and love on us. Friends, family, and 
church members called often. Many 
sent flowers, prayed for us “without 
ceasing,” and watched our children 
on short notice. They allowed us to 
have some times alone to process our 
situation, basically, to survive. Their 
actions regularly reminded us that we 
were not alone.
 Though the time was heartbreaking, 
I am so thankful for it. I would never 
trade away the months, the moments I 
carried Elijah. I would have missed the 
palpable presence of God that covered 
us. I would never trade who I am now 
for who I was before. 
 The ripple effect from Elijah’s 
abbreviated life continues to amaze me. 
We never could have anticipated the 
depth of learning and range of blessings 
that followed. By fully trusting God, we 
hopefully allowed his work to be done. 
We continue to experience growth; 
our lives’ changes are certainly still in 
motion. All praise to the One who is 
able to do this! 

few years ago, my world turned upside down. What 
should have been a joyful time was far from it. My 
husband and I were expecting our third child with 

bated breath. We were going to have three small children 
under the age of five. For the most part, life was bliss and 
getting better. 
 We suppose most couples fear one of those alarming 
phone calls about an endangered child or the doctor sitting 
them down for a talk of tragic proportions. Such a moment 
came for us when I was at eighteen weeks’ gestation. Highly 
abnormal test results indicated a problem with our baby. 
Thanksgiving (2011) was only two days away, and we found 
ourselves at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Indianapolis. The 
specialized ultrasound produced results that stopped our 
world. We suspected Down Syndrome based on previous 
consultations with doctors, but the scan revealed a much 
worse diagnosis. Our son did not develop kidneys. 

 Elijah’s earthly journey ended in 
the early hours of a blustery Leap Day 
morning. In that quiet hospital room, 
with my husband and best friend, Elijah 
was intensely loved in his seventy-three 
minutes with us. He was dedicated over 
the phone by Pastor Steve DeNeff, who 
was out of state, and in person by Pastor 
Judy Crossman. We would later learn 
that at the same moment Elijah left us, 
Pastor Steve was prompted to again 
consecrate our baby to the Lord. What 
a beautiful welcome home he must 
have received!

 I sit now, rocking my six-month-old 
daughter, a surprise blessing from God. 
I listen to her tiny breaths and daily 
thank God for his continued faithfulness 
in all the seen and unseen moments of 
my life. I praise him for never leaving 
my side, in the sorrow and in the joy. 
I praise him for real, authentic friends 
who so beautifully “do life” with us at 
College Wesleyan Church. And I praise 
him for his relentless love, a small taste 
of which I get to lavish on my children, 
the ones I can hold in my arms here, and 
my Elijah, whom I will always hold in 
my heart.

B Y  B R I T T A N I  S C H M I D T

Read similar stories of 
spiritual transparency and 
genuine transformation in 
the book Faith Made Real
wphstore.com/product/BKC701

Originally “Carrying Elijah: The 
Transformative Journey of Loving and 
Losing My Child,” edited by Jerry Pattengale 
with Steve DeNeff and Emily Vermilya, 
excerpted from Faith Made Real: Everyday 
Experiences of God’s Power (Wesleyan 
Publishing House, 2017). 

http://wphstore.com/product/BKC701


Vol. 11, No. 2

4 SPRING 2017 /  www.wesleyan.life  

Transforming lives, churches, and
communities through the hope 
and holiness of Jesus Christ.

Unless otherwise noted, all Bible quotations are taken from The 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are 
taken from the Holy Bible, King James Version. 

Contents of this magazine are not to be reproduced without 
written permission. Signed articles present the views of the 
writers and are the property of the writers.

Founders Orange Scott (1843), Seth Rees (1897)

Executive Editor Janelle Vernon
Editor Kerry Kind
Creative Director Kory Pence
Assistant Editor Tricia Rife
Designer Julia Sprow
Digital Storyteller Aaron Fussner

Cover Photo Wesleyan Design Studio

Contributors 
Ron McClung
Johanna Chacón Rugh
Brittani Schmidt
Wayne Schmidt
Jon Wiest

DIGITAL MAGAZINE ONLINE AT WESLEYAN.LIFE

ISSN 2327-414X (print)   ISSN 2327-4158 (online) 

Wesleyan Life is published quarterly, free to The 
Wesleyan Church constituency. Home delivery is 
available for a minimum donation of $15 per year U.S./
Canadian (overseas $20 U.S. funds, overseas airmail 
$50 U.S. funds).

Correspondence 
For change of address give both old and new addresses. 
Address all editorial and advertising correspondence, 
subscriptions, and change of address to:

Mailing Address 
Wesleyan Life
P.O. Box 50434
Indianapolis, IN 
46250-0434

www.wesleyan.org

Physical Address
The Wesleyan Church
13300 Olio Road
Fishers, IN 46037
Tel: 317.774.7907
Fax: 317.774.3924

communications@wesleyan.org

Published by Wesleyan Publishing House
P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434

Member:

iscipleship is so daily. 
It’s not something I am or do 
just once in a while. Instead, it’s 
living out the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:19-20) and the Greatest 
Commandment (Matthew 22:37-39) 
constantly. It’s a lifelong process of 
learning to obey all that God calls us to.
 This past January marked 32 years 
that my accountability partner Paul 
Anthes and I have met every other week. 
He lives out his calling in the marketplace 
and I live out mine in vocational ministry, 
but our mutual discipleship relationship 
encourages us both to live out what we 
say is important to us. 

This “iron-sharpens-iron” 

relationship has not made us 

perfect, but it has “raised our 

batting average” in daily living 

out our priorities.

 I’m also blessed to disciple a 
younger man. He says he benefits from 
my seasoned perspective (a polite way 
of pointing out the 25+ years between 

us). If my maturity is a plus for him, his 
intensity and intentionality in following 
Jesus are an inspiration to me.
 And I’m prayerfully seeking a person 
I can disciple toward a relationship with 
God or someone who is brand new in 
their relationship with Jesus Christ. I’m 
seeking to overcome obstacles like an 
irregular schedule due to travel, because 
I take seriously the command to go and 
make disciples.
 At one point the church I served, 
Kentwood Community, scheduled its 
first service at 9:23 a.m. We’d often get 
the question, “Why not 9:15 a.m., or 
9:30 a.m.?” It was just the question we 
loved to answer, because this service 
was particularly shaped for discipleship, 
based on the words of Jesus in Luke 9:23: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me.”

In The Wesleyan Church we celebrate 
every time a disciple makes a disciple. 
How are you living this out daily?

D
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La Razón 
de tu

 Esperanza

n nuestro peregrinar 
cristiano, tendremos un 
sinfín de oportunidades, 

no solo de predicar acerca de 
Cristo desde una plataforma, sino 
que, en nuestro diario vivir, en 
nuestro peregrinar cristiano, 
podremos predicar de 
Cristo con nuestro ejemplo, 
con nuestras actitudes y con 
nuestras conversaciones. Desde 
el momento cuando le decimos al 
Señor que venga a ser el dueño de 
nuestras vidas, nos convertimos en 
embajadores de reflejar el cambio 
que ocurrió en nuestras vidas 
desde que hicimos esa decisión. 
Por tal motivo, no es de extrañar 

ahora eres una nueva criatura

Español

que una persona se nos acerque y 
nos pregunte: “¿Me puedes decir 
qué es y cómo se obtiene?”. He aquí, 
mi respuesta a tal pregunta: 

 “Lo único diferente en mí 
es que Jesucristo es el Señor 
de mi vida…” Para que Cristo 
sea el Señor de tu vida, necesitas 
reconocer todas tus malas actitudes, 
todas tus malas decisiones, todas 
tus malas palabras. En fin, todo 
lo malo que hemos hecho, a eso 
le llamamos pecado, y debemos 
pedirle a Jesucristo que nos perdone 
por todo eso. Pedirle que, de ahora 
en adelante, sea Él tu ayuda para 
hacer las cosas conforme a Su deseo. 

 Esta es una invitación que haces en tu 
propia decisión, y lo hacemos sabiendo que antes 
estábamos permitiéndole al diablo que fuese el 
señor de nuestras vidas. Pero ahora Jesucristo es 
el dueño de tu vida, él es jefe de tus decisiones 
y, por lo tanto, deben ser guiadas por Él, debes 
pedirle Su ayuda en cada oportunidad que tengas. 
Pídele que cada palabra que salga de tu boca 
venga impregnada con Su esencia. Si miramos 
en la Biblia, vemos que Dios es amor (1 Juan 
4:8) y ahora que venimos a ser sus hijos, nos 
convertimos, prácticamente, en “amorcitos”. Es 
por ello que debemos representar a Cristo en cada 
momento de nuestras vidas. 
 

 

 

 
 En el momento cuando aceptamos a Jesucristo 
como nuestro único y suficiente Salvador, Él viene 
a ser nuestra guía, nuestra paz, nuestro gozo… 
siempre y cuando tú y yo se lo permitamos. Él 
vendrá a ser tu fuerza y tu guía por medio de 
Su Espíritu. Habrá momentos en los cuales vas 
a querer hacer lo que te dé la gana, tomar tus 
propias decisiones e, inclusive, ir en contra del 
deseo de Dios para tu vida. Eso es normal puesto 
que el diablo no está nada contento con la decisión 
que has tomado y eso nos hace un blanco fácil de 
sus falsas ideas, de sus mentiras. Por tal razón, 
necesitas reconocer que ya no eres tú quien toma 
las decisiones, sino que Cristo vive en ti (Gal. 
2:20). La Biblia dice que Jesucristo vino a morir 
por toda la humanidad pero que al tercer día se 
levantó de entre los muertos, venciendo así la 

muerte, el pecado, y, sobre todo, 
venciendo al diablo quien desea 
que vayas en contra de la voluntad 
de Dios. Es por eso que es muy 
importante que siempre recuerdes 
que ahora estás en Cristo, que eres 
una nueva criatura (2 Cor. 5:17) y 
que todo es hecho nuevo 
en Él. 
 Después de invitar a Jesucristo 
a ser tu Señor, necesitas crear una 
relación de amistad con Él. Necesitas 
conocer Su corazón, depender de Él, 
hablar de Él, compartir con otros de 
Él. Esto solo se logra con 4 hábitos 
que tienes que fomentar de ahora en 
adelante:

1. Necesitas sacar de tu tiempo 
para dedicárselos a Dios en 
oración, hablando con Él. 

2. Necesitas reunirte con la familia 
de Dios. Al recibir a Jesús como 
tu Señor y salvador, vienes a ser 
parte de Su familia. La iglesia 
es el mejor lugar donde puedes 
encontrar ese calor de familia.

3. Así como lo viste en mí, 
también debes reflejar a Cristo. 
Debes hablarles a otros acerca 
del cambio que Él ha tenido o 
que Él ha hecho en tu vida. 

4. Además, necesitas conocerle 
leyendo la Biblia. En ella, 
podrás entender Su corazón y Él 
hablará a tu vida.

 Al principio, estos cuatro 
hábitos no van a ser fáciles de 
llevar a cabo, por lo que yo quisiera 
ayudarte en este proceso en tu nueva 
vida en Cristo. Lo que quisiera es 
pedirte que me regales una hora de 
tu tiempo a la semana. De esa forma 
podremos ir aprendiendo, paso a 
paso, sobre tu nueva vida en Cristo. 
En las primeras semanas, te guiaré 
sobre la importancia de los cuatro 
hábitos que mencioné anteriormente. 
Recuerda que puedes contar con mi 
ayuda en cualquier momento que 
me necesites. Apunta todo lo que 
quieres que hablemos y cuando nos 
volvemos a ver, hablaremos de ellas. 
Pero, lo más importante de todo, es 
que recuerdes que ahora eres una 
nueva criatura, tu viejo “yo” quedó 
en el pasado y ahora tu futuro está 
en las manos de Dios. 

¿Estás listo para hacer esta oración 
que cambiará tu vida de ahora en 
adelante?

B Y  J O H A N N A  C H A C Ó N  R U G H

Jesucristo es el dueno de tu vida, 

    él es jefe de tus decisiones y, por lo 
    tanto, deben ser guiadas por Él...

“

En el momento cuando aceptamos 
a Jesucristo como nuestro único y 

suficiente Salvador, 

El viene a ser nuestra 
guia nuestra paz 

nuestro gozo 

“
E
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Read Full 
English Article
wesleyan.life/the-reason

REV. JOHANNA CHACÓN RUGH
Superintendente adjunto de Distrito 
Hispano del Suroeste
(Assistant superintendent of the 
Hispanic Southwest District) 
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 After inviting Jesus Christ to be your 
Lord, you need to know his heart, depend 
on him, share with others about him. 
This can be achieved with four habits. 

1. You need to dedicate time with God 
in prayer, talking to him.

2. By receiving Jesus as your Lord, you 
become a part of his family. The 
church is the best place where you 
can find that warmth of family.

3. As you saw Christ in me, you must 
also reflect him and speak to others 
about the change in your life.

4. You need to get to know him by 
reading the Bible. There you will 
understand more and he will speak 
into your life.

 
 During the first weeks you need a 
mentor to guide you in the importance 
of these four habits.Write down anything 
you want to talk about. But most of all 
remember that now you will be a 
new creature. 

Are you ready 
to pray this 
prayer that will 
change your 
life forever?

The Reason 
 for your
Hope

e should be showing Christ 
daily by our example and our 
conversation. So you should be 

ready if someone asks, "What is it that 
you have? How can I have it too?” Here 
is how I would answer:
 "The only thing different in 
me is that Jesus Christ is the Lord 
of my life ..." For Christ to be the Lord 
of your life, you first need to recognize the 
bad attitudes, decisions, words, all the 
bad things that you have done, that we 
call sin.  Then ask Jesus Christ to forgive 
you for all these sins and tell him that 
you want him to be your help to do things 
according to his way.
 The moment you accept Jesus 
Christ as your only Savior, he 
becomes your guide, your peace, 
your joy. There will be times when 
you will want to go against God's desire 
for your life. This is natural, because 
the devil makes you a target of his false 
ideas. But it must no longer be you 
who makes the decisions, but 
Christ who lives in you (Gal 2:20). 
Jesus Christ came to die for all mankind, 
but on the third day rose from the dead, 
overcoming death, sin, and the devil. 

W

http://www.wesleyan.life/the-reason
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the entire church. Anything less is to live 
in disobedience. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
author of The Cost of Discipleship, wrote, 
“Christianity without discipleship is 
always Christianity without Christ.” I 
couldn’t agree more. 
 It’s time to rediscover discipleship. A 
disciple is a follower of Christ, is obedient 
to Christ, and part of that is allowing 
ourselves to be used by the Holy Spirit to 
make other disciples.
 I use the word “rediscover” because 
in our context, genuine discipleship had 
unintentionally been left in the margins of 
the church. We had small groups. We had 
classes. We offered ten-week studies on 
specific topics or books of the Bible. But 
these were producing few disciples and 
quite frankly, our ministries functioned 
more as a way to assimilate people into the 
life of the church rather than as a way to 
release them into ministry. 
 It’s time to think differently. 
Discipleship is not just another program of 
the church. It ought to be a core value and 
function. If we are not making disciples 
who are discipling others, then the 
worship gatherings and ministry programs 
are all falling short. A rediscovery 
of discipleship is a necessary step in 
generating a multiplication movement. We 
need a revival . . . of discipleship. 

a blueprint for 
making disciples
While God was dealing with me on the 
priority of making disciples, he was also 
speaking to the leadership of Trinity 
Church in Indianapolis about becoming 
a multiplying church that would impact 
more and more of the city with new 
churches. Mike Colaw is the lead pastor at 
Trinity. He invited me to join the team and 
we started the process of re-engineering a 
90-year-old church around discipleship as 
the primary engine for multiplication. 
Trinity had experienced rapid growth 
the previous five years, but addition and 
multiplication are different. I’ve heard it 
said, “You can’t get multiplication by 
hitting the plus (+) sign on a calculator, 
no matter how fast you push it.” The 
growth of the congregation at Trinity 
was positive, but it was addition. We 
needed a new ministry principle if we 
wanted to multiply. The outcome of those 
conversations was a small booklet called 
A Blueprint for Making Disciples. The 
goal was to make discipleship accessible 
to everyone. People are often told to 
go and make disciples but rarely given 
instructions on how it can be done. 

was ready to throw in the towel. 
After planting two churches in the 
span of ten years, something was 

clearly “off ” in my approach to ministry. I 
felt like a circus performer spinning plates 
for a thrilled audience every Sunday. As 
the crowds grew larger, the pressure to add 
more plates grew. I wanted to continue 
growing and launching new ministries, 
but in spite of my apostolic drive, the 
grind had brought me to a halt. It took a 
three-month sabbatical and a few trusted 
mentors to help me deconstruct what had 
happened.
 To put it simply, in my zeal to win 
converts and grow the church, I had 
lost my focus on discipleship. Do you 
remember the words of Christ in Matthew 
28:19? “Therefore, go and gather as many 
people together as possible and build 
the entire ministry around one or two 
leaders.” Wait! That’s not it. His actual 
words were: “Therefore, go and make 
disciples. . .” and it’s a command given to 

Christianity 
without 

discipleship
is always

Christianity
without

Christ
Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

DiscipleShip
I

B Y  J O N  W I E S T



 The primary vehicle we use is the 
“discipleship group,” a gender-specific 
group of 2-4 people that is centered on 
Bible reading, journaling, prayer for the 
lost, and accountability. By the grace 
of God, what began with a four-week 
training of 20 discipleship group leaders 
soon multiplied to 75 people and now 
well over 200 that are involved in a weekly 
discipleship relationship.

Stop recruiting and 
start farming
I wish I had a dollar for every time I’ve 
heard the question, “Where can we recruit 
more church planters?” But outside 
recruitment is not the solution for a 
multiplication movement. The answer is 
local church discipleship and leadership 
development. In the article "Recruiting: 
The Final Act of a Dying Church," Neil 
Cole wrote that recruiting new people 
and leaders is a consumer-oriented idea 
and is a symptom of one of our most 
serious afflictions. Recruitment is much 
like picking out produce at the grocery. 
Someone else did the work of cultivating 
the soil, planting seeds, growing and 
harvesting the fruit, and then others 
conveniently pick it up and take it home 
for consumption. When it comes to 
disciple-making, if we only focus on 
recruiting and never invest in farming, the 
pool of disciples and leaders will run dry 
until we are all left with nothing. 

 The churches that have taken to a 
farming mentality don’t lack for spiritual 
fruit or leaders. They raise up their own. 
I believe that the future of our churches 
won’t rest on the discovery of something 
new, but in the rediscovery of the core 
DNA of the church. The last words of 
Christ are clear: “Go and make disciples …” 
 Allow me to ask: Are you making 
disciples? What are their names? If you are 
drawing a blank, it might be time to ask 
whether you take the commands of Christ 
seriously. What would happen if we all 
took discipleship seriously? It could be the 
beginning of a movement!

here are the
five things
we have prioritized 
in our blueprint: 
• The process is simple. If it’s not, it 

won’t be reproducible. People read one 
chapter of the Bible a day, journal how 
God is speaking, answer accountability 
questions, and pray for the lost. By 
doing this daily, and meeting weekly in 
a small discipleship group, they receive 
the modeling needed to make disciples 
of others.

• The curriculum is the Bible. We link 
discipleship directly to the only book 
that is fully inspired by God. The 
curriculum never runs out and never 
runs dry.

• The teacher is the Holy Spirit. 
If this process can only be led by 
professionals, it will never result in a 
movement. The focus is helping others 
learn how to hear the voice of God and 
then trust in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

• The priority is obedience. The 
late Dallas Willard wrote, “We are 
educated beyond our obedience.” 
Our discipleship process focuses 
on application and obedience over 
just adding more information and 
expertise. 

• The result is multiplication. As people 
grow in their love for God and his 
Word, the natural outcome should be a 
growing love for the lost and a passion 
to step out in obedience to disciple 
others. 

JON WIEST
is multiplication and discipleship pastor for 
Trinity Church in Indianapolis. He also serves as 
multiplication director of the Crossroads District.  

Have questions? Looking for resources? 
Email Jon Wiest at jwiest@encountertrinity.org.
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B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

ganda is a beautiful country of 38 million 
people—people who have a great need 
for the peace and hope that only comes 

through Jesus Christ. The story of The Wesleyan 
Church of Uganda is one of vision, perseverance, 
and partnership that is expanding God’s kingdom 
through leadership development.
 In 2009, when the Ugandan church joined 
the Wesleyan movement, there were no ordained 
Ugandan pastors. Zambian Wesleyan leaders, North 
American pastors, and veteran missionary Fred 
Cromer began making repeated short-term trips 
to Uganda to provide pastoral training. In 2013 
National Superintendent Bishop Lucas Hamirie was 
the first Ugandan to be ordained. His graduation 
was a tangible example of a leadership vision 
becoming reality.

 Significant growth and multiplication within 
The Wesleyan Church of Uganda created an urgent 
need for more comprehensive pastoral training. 
Responding to that need, Fred and his wife, Carol, 

The Uganda Wesleyan Church. WBI and the 
largest church within The Wesleyan Church 
of Uganda are located in the town of Busia, 
which is east of the capital city of Kampala and 
a few miles from Lake Victoria. Many of the 
Wesleyan churches are located in rural areas, 
but there is a strategic plan focusing on more 
church planting in urban centers. Additional 
places of ministry include several schools, one 
with over 300 students, and an orphanage run 
by the national church. 
 Wesleyan Bible Institute exists through the 
support of Global Partners. Dr. Dennis Jackson, 
executive director of Global Partners, said, 
“This model of training and the ‘training of 
trainers’ is exactly what the Amplified Leaders 
initiative is all about. These multiplying leaders 
are creating a movement that is poised to 
impact the region like never before.” 

moved from Swaziland to Uganda in 2015 to start 
a pastor training institute. 
 In 2016, nine pastors completed their 
academic training, with eight of them 
immediately ready for ordination. Wesleyan Bible 
Institute (WBI) opened that September under 
Fred’s leadership. 
 Three of the recent nine Ugandan graduates 
were hired to serve as WBI faculty. Fred’s 
recognition and development of their leadership 
abilities equipped them for immediate service. 
They had been prepared to identify and equip the 
next class of leaders. It was a year of celebration; 
momentum was growing. 
 With the assistance of Global Partners and 
Fred, The Wesleyan Church of Uganda seeks 
to make leadership development a core church 
strength. Its goal, attainable with God’s help, is to 
train 100 new ministerial leaders over the next 
four years. WBI will continue training at its main 
campus, but also plans to open classes in church 
locations around the country. WBI wants to offer 
training closer to the students, making their 
education more easily accessible while allowing 
them to remain in their local area and ministry 
settings. 
 There are seventy Wesleyan churches in 
Uganda, six in Rwanda, and four in Kenya under 

U

Amplifying leaders in

Kenya

Africa

RwandaIt is significant that three of the faculty 
at the new Wesleyan Bible Institute 
of Uganda are Ugandans.

VISION
100 new 

leaders in 4 
years

Photo gallery
wesleyan.life/uganda

The Uganda Wesleyan Church 
includes 70 churches in Uganda, 

6 in Rwanda, and 4 in Kenya. 

http://www.wesleyan.life/uganda
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Walking in
Relationship

 Partly because of the church’s 
long-time relationship with Navigators, 
which has a strong chapter at nearby 
University of Northern Iowa, relational 
discipleship has been a meaningful part 
of congregational life at Trinity for a 
long time. But in recent years, church 
leaders have become more intentional 
about multiplying leaders. 
 “Our small group leaders help 
people walk with Christ, and they also 
raise up co-leaders,” Pastor Peter said. 
There is a strong expectation that as the 
group grows, after a year or two it will 
branch into one, two, or even three new 
groups, when the leaders are there.
 James began attending church two 
years ago. He had been a believer, but 

had “coasted” for many years and had 
become distant from God. He joined a 
Trinity small group and experienced a 
revival of faith. Now he invites others to 
the group and has begun to minister to 
the people around him. 
 Trinity has found that people like 
James and others are experiencing 
spiritual traction and growth because 
of their involvement in the right kind 
of small groups. This has resulted in 
the church not being a revolving door 
where people come and go, but rather 
a place where people come and are 
transformed, find community, stay for 
the long haul, and become disciples who 
make disciples.

With a mission statement that says, “We make disciples who make 
disciples,” it’s clear that multiplying disciples is a core value for 
Trinity Bible Church, a Wesleyan congregation in Cedar Falls, Iowa.
 “Discipleship is fixed in the culture of our church,” Pastor Peter 
Salmon said. “Our people learn that walking in relationship with 
one another helps everyone walk with Jesus.” In small groups, where 
people can be known and build trust, they can be real about who 
they are and what they are going through. Deeper relationships 
combined with a focus on spiritual growth help bring genuine 
transformation in the lives of members.

In small groups, where 
people can be known 
and build trust, they can 
be real about who they 
are and what they are 
going through. 

Fulfilling the  
Great Commission  
(Matthew 28:19-20) 

and the Greatest 
Commandment 
(Matthew 22:37-38) is 
about making disciples, 
not just being disciples. 
Following are churches 
in the U.S. and Canada 
that in different, but 
effective ways, are truly 
focused on making 
disciples. Discipleship is 
part of a healthy church.

Our small group leaders 
raise up co-leaders.

B Y  R O N  M C C L U N G
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“When you always do what you’ve always 
done, you get less and less results.” That 
message grabbed the attention of Pastor 
Darrell Lamos at Fremont Wesleyan 
Church (North Michigan District). The 
leaders pondered how to be more open to 
people who had no church background.
 The church had plateaued in the mid-
400s in worship attendance. They were not 
reaching new people in the community 
in any significant way. The congregation 
viewed the film When God Left the 
Building. Its message challenged them to 
come to grips with their lack of growth. 

 They first surveyed their community, 
asking questions like, “If you were to go 
to a church, what would you like to see?” 
They prayed. They did research about what 
successful ministries in the community 
were doing. 
 Since their church contained many 
mature disciples, how would they give back 
and make more disciples? They launched 
what they call “Outpost” in September 2016 
and this has so far involved 150 workers.
 On Sunday evening Outpost meets, 
including workers and unreached people 
from the community who have been invited 
to attend. A worship band plays, outreach 
pastor Tori Raquet shares a 15-minute 
message, and all enjoy a meal together as 
they gather at tables for discussion. Table 
leaders use discussion guides based on 
the message. 
 One young woman with a difficult 
home life came to Outpost, almost hugging 
the wall in her shyness. She has received 
Christ and her confidence is building. She 
brought her mother, who has also accepted 
Christ. Her sister, who had vowed never to 
come to church, is now attending Outpost.

 Another Outpost ministry is called 
“Jobs for Life.” Using a faith-based 
curriculum, they work with people who 
are seeking to find a job or improve 
their employment. Such people are 
often looking at their spiritual lives in 
new ways, and this ministry is making 
an impact.
 Fremont Wesleyan has been 
invigorated by reaching out and making 
disciples who are making disciples.

An Outpost
for New Life

They first 
surveyed their 
community, 
asking 
questions like, 
“If you were 
to go to a 
church, what 
would you like 
to see?” 

Enjoying a meal together 
as they gather at tables 
for discussion

The church began using Celebrate Recovery four years 
ago and a growing number of transformed families now 
make up over a fifth of the congregation.

A Lifeline in
the Community
“We are a lifeline in the community. 
What we are doing is a matter of life 
and death.” This statement reflects 
the passion of Greensburg Wesleyan 
Church (Indiana South District) to 
bring people to Christ and disciple 
them through Celebrate Recovery. 
The church began using Celebrate 
Recovery four years ago and a 
growing number of transformed 
families now make up over a fifth of 
the congregation, according to Senior 
Pastor Doug Preston.
 Because of Celebrate Recovery, 
the church often receives referrals. 
People in the community know 
Greensburg Wesleyan will love 
hurting people. The Friday evening 
Celebrate Recovery service is a two-
hour ministry featuring worship, 
teaching or testimony, food at their 
Solid Rock Café, and small-group 
sharing time. 
 The church also provides 
Celebration Place for children, 4-14, 
with age-appropriate recovery help, 
directed by Assistant Pastor Pam 

Loyd. Parents in Celebrate Recovery 
have testified that if it weren’t for the 
positive impact of Celebration Place 
on their children, they might not 
have stayed with it. 
 Pastor Pam has also developed 
a mentoring process for parenting. 
Over eight weeks, parents can learn 
how to have family devotions, prayer 
at meals, share Bible stories, and how 

to build healthy relationships with 
their children. 
 The church’s spiritual formation 
emphasis is led by Assistant Pastor 
Phil Bogear. Those who attend the 
Celebrate Recovery meetings, yet want 
to go deeper, may join “life groups” 
that meet in homes during the week. 
Life groups may involve all the people 
in their faith community. Along with 
a series of classes, they help equip 
believers to develop more fully in 
Christ. 
 Greensburg Wesleyan has also 
reached out within the Hispanic 
community and has become a 
certified Immigration Connection 
Center, ready to advise immigrants 
with legal and other needs. The 
church’s attendance is growing more 
multicultural, with people from 
Panama, Honduras, Puerto Rico, 
Mexico, and India.
 Speaking of their calling to help 
hurting people, the pastors said, “It 
can be messy, but it is ministry right in 
the middle of where Jesus would be.”

People in the 
community 
know 
Greensburg 
Wesleyan will 
love hurting 
people.

+

+
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People      
Dying for 
Friendship

A Post-Christian 
Community

“People are dying for friendship here.” 
That statement could be made about 
many places, but discipleship pastor Josh 
Cooper of Grace Point Church, a Wesleyan 
congregation in Topeka, Kansas, affirmed it 
was certainly true there.
 The church grew in attendance from 
290 to 566 in four years. How do leaders 
grapple with the challenge of providing 
discipleship and friendship opportunities 
for 275 new people as well as encouraging 
established Christians to grow? 
 One strength of Grace Point is their 
small group ministry. Seventy percent of the 
adults are meeting in homes, including four 
Spanish-speaking groups. 
 Lead pastor Tim Hughes says 

discipleship is not just an accumulation 
of Bible knowledge, but involves growth 
in love for God and other people. He 
emphasizes intimacy with God, having 
community with “insiders,” and growing 
influence with “outsiders.” Their concern 
is for the 96,000 people in the state capital 
who are unchurched or de-churched. 
 Grace Point develops group leaders 
who are shepherds and facilitators more 
than teachers. Often, groups develop 
a tight fellowship, but growth requires 
more groups and leaders. Groups have 
apprentice leaders with the expectation 
that, after 18-24 months, an apprentice 
will be leading a new group.  
 Dozens of people are involved in a 
ministry called “life transformation.” The 
focus is on mentoring, discipleship, and 
accountability. Very small groups of 2-3 
individuals form, but when the group 
numbers four, a new group is created. 
 One of the participants, Randy, was 
addicted to alcohol from high school 
into his mid-30s. When he came to 

Grace Point, he was broken, but his life was 
transformed through Christ. Today, Randy 
works at a halfway house. Quiet and tender-
hearted, he has a great love for people. 
Through his own transformation, many have 
come to the Lord and to the church. 
 Disciples are making disciples through 
friendship and especially through small 
groups at Grace Point Church.

“When people come to Jesus, there’s a relational 
cost,” said Rev. Ben Last, senior pastor of Southgate 
Community Church, Kemptville, Ontario. “Many 
will be criticized by family or at work. This is a 
post-Christian culture and there is skepticism.”
 Pastor Ben came to Southgate in 2010. He and 
his wife, Emily, saw needs that weren’t being met in 
their community of 15,000, about 35 miles south of 
Ottawa. There was no outdoor skating rink, so they 
built one. Then they founded “Soul Runners,” a 
running club, followed by “strollercize” for mothers 
with babies. They also founded a ministry that 
cuts and delivers firewood to families that cannot 
afford to heat their homes and a ministry that 
assists widows and single mothers by helping them 

They blessed and prayed for the teachers and staff. Similar projects have 
reached out to police, fire department, and government offices.
 The river’s force is to inspire and equip the church to serve others. 
Southgate is expanding facilities to include a conference venue, including 
large indoor play structures. And they are partnering with the city 
and others to build a large year-round outdoor ice rink. Serving their 
community demonstrates the love of God and his church.  
 In the sanctuary, a sign saying UNITE appears on the back wall. It 
contains 70 light bulbs, each representing a new believer. As more people 
come to Christ, more lights appear and the congregation celebrates. People 
are being transformed as they unite with Jesus and become involved with 
the river of life at Southgate.

around their homes. Gradually, skepticism has 
faded. In six years, the church has grown from an 
attendance of 158 to 510.
 Seeking God’s direction, Pastor Ben had 
felt drawn to Ezekiel 47, which describes a river 
flowing from the temple, transforming the 
landscape and bringing life. 
 Every river has a source, a course, and a force. 
The source for Southgate is Jesus and his bride, 
so they want to unite people with Christ and his 
church. Its course is to make disciples who become 
involved in LifeGroups for all ages. 
 Each group promotes discipleship but also 
does projects, Last fall, the groups adopted ten 
schools, providing hot lunches for all employees. 

+
Ezekiel 47 describes a 
river flowing from the 
temple, transforming 
the landscape, and 
bringing life. 

Discipleship is not just 
an accumulation of Bible 
knowledge, but involves 
growth in love for God 
and other people.

TOP DISCIPLESHIP 
CHURCHES
Find inspiration from Wesleyan 
churches across North America that 
have been nominated by district 
superintendents as "role models" for 
disciples making disciples.

  wesleyan.life/making-disciples

http://www.wesleyan.life/making-disciples
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S U N D A Y

N A T I O N A L

CHURCH 
MULTIPLICATION

JOIN US ON 
PENTECOST SUNDAY

JUNE 4

 moorer@wesleyan.org  
317.774.3888

On the day of 
Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit united a body 

of believers to go 
out and multiply 

disciples. Today, we 
continue to engage 
in God’s movement 
through the Church 

by our generosity 
and prayers.

JOIN THE MOVEMENT
WESLEYAN.ORG/NCMS

Multiplicación  
de Iglesias Hispanas 
en Florida

mientras ellos viajaban por 
un área poco familiar, sus 
corazones se llenaron de gozo 
de una forma misteriosa 

Hispanic Church 
Multiplication 
in Florida (English)

Edwin y Gloria 
han ayudado a 
preparar docenas 
de pastores 
hispano-hablantes

n la actualidad existen ocho 
Iglesias Hispanas Wesleyanas en 
Florida. La mayoría de ellas son 

iglesias en desarrollo y algunas de ellas 
son congregaciones con varios ministros 
a tiempo completo.
 La multiplicación de Iglesias 
Hispanas en el Distrito de Florida inició 
con los Revs. Edwin y Gloria Cortés, 
co-pastores de Puerto Rico. En 1994, 
ellos llegaron a Clearwater a plantar la 
primera Iglesia Hispana Wesleyana. La 
iglesia madre es Iglesia El Sembrador 
Wesleyano y ahora tiene una iglesia hija 
y una iglesia nieta en esta área. 
 Edwin y Gloria trataron de plantar 
la primeria iglesia hija en St. Petersburg 
en 1999, pero después de dar todo 
su amor y esfuerzos al reto, ésta no 
sobrevivió. Su ministerio cambió 
algunas vidas, y ellos aprendieron 
mucho acerca de las realidades de 
plantar Iglesias. 
 Ellos se recuperaron, y en el 2002 
plantaron una nueva iglesia con gozo 
en Spring Hill llamada Iglesia Renacer. 
La hija de la Iglesia El Sembrador 
Wesleyano, que gracias a la bondad 
de la Iglesia Wesleyana Spring Hill 
(actualmente conocida como Fellowship 
Community Church), se estuvieron 
reuniendo allí por seis años. Luego en el 
2008, Dios proveyó un templo propio en 
el área de Shady Hills de Spring Hill. 

There are eight Wesleyan Hispanic churches in 
Florida. Most of them are developing churches, but a 
few are multi-staff congregations. 
 Hispanic church multiplication in the Florida 
District began with Revs. Edwin and Gloria Cortes, 
co-pastors from Puerto Rico. In 1994, they went 
to Clearwater to plant the first Hispanic Wesleyan 
church. The mother church is Iglesia El Sembrador 
Wesleyano (The Wesleyan Sower) and it now has 
daughter and granddaughter churches in the area. 
 Edwin and Gloria attempted to plant the first 
daughter church in St. Petersburg in 1999, but after 
pouring all their love and efforts into the challenge, it 
did not survive. But they also learned much about the 
realities of church planting. 
 They recovered, and in 2002 planted a new 
church with joy in Spring Hill called Iglesia Renacer 
(The Born-Again Church). The daughter of Iglesia 
El Sembrador Wesleyano, it met for six years at 
Spring Hill Wesleyan Church (currently, Fellowship 
Community Church), thanks to the kindness of that 
congregation. Then in 2008, God provided a temple 
of their own in the Shady Hills area of Spring Hill. 
 God was not done calling Edwin and Gloria 
to new beginnings. In 2010, as they were driving 
through an unfamiliar area, their hearts were filled 
with joy in a mysterious way. They recognized the 
Lord’s call. It took two years of planning, but God 
helped them plant Iglesia La Casa de Dios (The House 
of God) in Land O’Lakes in 2012.  
 Eventually, God called the Cortes’ back to Iglesia 
Renacer in Spring Hill, where they continue today. 
But they are still multiplying disciples, leaders, and 
churches in another way. For years they have been 
teaching in the Hispanic Ministerial Academy under 
Georgetown Wesleyan University of the Americas, 
led by Dr. Shelton Wood. In that training program, 
Edwin and Gloria have helped prepare dozens of 
other Spanish-speaking pastors, many of whom have 
been ordained. 
 The parents of Hispanic ministries in the Florida 
District, Edwin and Gloria are grateful to former 
and current district superintendents: the late Rev. 
Sarah Pérez-González, Dr. Jerry Rott, and Rev. 
Patrick Styers for their support. They all have sought 
the power of the Holy Spirit in seeing so many lives 
transformed in Christ!

 Dios no había terminado de llamar 
a Edwin y Gloria hacia nuevos inicios. 
En el 2010, mientras ellos viajaban por 
una área poco familiar, sus corazones 
se llenaron de gozo de una forma 
misteriosa. Ellos reconocieron el 
llamado del Señor. Les tomó dos años 
de planeación, pero Dios les ayudó a 
plantar la Iglesia La Casa de Dios en 
Land O’Lakes en el 2012.  
 Eventualmente, Dios llamó a los 
pastores Cortés de regreso a su iglesia 
anterior Iglesia Renacer en Spring 
Hill, donde continúan hasta el día de 
hoy. Pero ellos siguen multiplicando 
discípulos, líderes e iglesias de otra 
forma. Por varios años han estado 
enseñando en la Academia Ministerial 

Hispana bajo la Universidad Wesleyana 
Georgetown de las Américas, dirigida 
por el Dr. Shelton Wood. En ese 
programa de entrenamiento, Edwin y 
Gloria han ayudado a preparar docenas 
de pastores hispano-hablantes,  muchos 
de los cuales han recibido 
su ordenación. 
 Los padres de los ministerios 
Hispanos en el Distrito de Florida, 
Edwin y Gloria están agradecidos con 
los pasados y actuales superintendentes 
distritales, la ya fallecida Rev. Sarah 
Perez-González, el Dr. Jerry Rott y el 
Rev. Patrick Styers por su apoyo, pero 
más que todo por la dirección y el 
poder del Espíritu Santo en ¡tantas vidas 
transformadas en Cristo! 

E

Foto del primer servicio Edwin y Gloria Cortes
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FABLE: 
Discipleship is 
something I can 
do by myself—
just Jesus and 
me.

Nope. While discipleship 
is all about Jesus, it’s 
not a solitary endeavor. 
Discipleship is relational, and 
to be obedient to the Great 
Commission, we need to 
be disciples who are making 
disciples of Jesus. This means 
we need to spend intentional, 
consistent time with others. 

FABLE:

Discipling 
others is too 
complicated—
let the 
professionals 
do it.

Whoa! You don’t need a 
seminary degree to disciple 
someone else. The original 

12 were ordinary, unschooled 
people. You just have to 
be following Jesus in your 
own life and be willing to 
help someone else do the 
same. Discipling others is 
actually not so complicated. 
Fishermen and tax collectors 
who had no formal theology 
training did it. While it will 
not always be done perfectly 
or even with a lot of maturity, 
it was a risk Jesus took, 
entrusting the church to his 
disciples, young and old.

FABLE: 

Discipleship is a 
program of the 
church.

While the church must 
encourage every Christian 
to be a discipler of others, 
discipleship is not just a 
program where believers can 
“opt in” or “opt out.” It is a 
major mistake to think of 
discipleship as a program. It’s 
a lifestyle. Every Christian 
should live a lifestyle of 
discipleship–all the time. 
The only thing required is a 
willing spirit with a lifetime 
commitment to Christ, and 
to intentionally share how 
you follow Jesus with others. 

FABLE: 

Helping make 
disciples is fine 
if you find it 
fulfilling.

Our culture says it is all about 
self-fulfillment. But Jesus said, 
“Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily 
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 
Our lives are no longer our 
own—they are his. When I get 
“me” out of the way and step 
out obediently trusting God, I 
am free to love, lead, enjoy, and 
pray for those I disciple.

FABLE: 

Seriously, I’m so 
busy, I don’t see 
any way to add 
more into my 
life. 

Let’s face it. In our culture, 
busyness is a badge of honor. 
Discipleship may be taking 
a back seat because we run 
ourselves ragged with too 
many other activities, errands, 
social events, hobbies, causes, 
leisure preferences. If we totally 
buy in to our cultural value of 
“busyness,” discipleship and 
discipling others will not take 
place. As Christians, we must 
be counter-cultural. If we value 
the things of God, we must 
make choices and make room.

FABLE: 

To be a discipler 
of others, I’m 
going to have 
to become their 
“best friend 
forever.”
 
It would be exhausting and 
unrealistic to think you have 
to become a best friend or 
even a close friend with every 
person you have a discipling 
relationship with. Jesus knew 
he could leave his disciples, 
knowing that they would be 
guided by the Holy Spirit. A 
healthy discipling relationship 
involves releasing those we 
help to go, live their walk with 
Jesus, and disciple others.

FABLE: 

Discipling 
others can be 
accomplished 
almost 
automatically 
through 
Christian 
fellowship.

It actually has to be intentional 
and prayerful. In order to 
build a strong disciple, you 
must intentionally invest time 
thinking and praying about 
where the person is on the 
path to spiritual maturity. 
Ask questions seeking 
understanding about where 
they are. Be faithful to find 
and share content based on 
the Scriptures. Discipleship is 
intentional. It’s time invested in 
a few people, on purpose. This 
is how Jesus did it. 

FABLE: 

Isn’t discipling 
pretty much the 
same thing as 
mentoring?

Similar, but with mentoring 
in the secular world, it’s your 
experience and wisdom that 
you are passing on. With 
discipling, it’s the presence 
and wisdom of Jesus you are 
connecting them to. The real 
mentor is the Holy Spirit, and 
you are just introducing them 
to the way you follow Jesus.
 Discipleship won’t work if 
your private life doesn’t match 
your public life. You don’t 
have to be perfect, but are you 
the same person at home that 
you are in public? Also, the 
results are in God’s hands, so 
the foundation is prayer. As 
Oswald Chambers wrote: "It 
is impossible to live the life 
of a disciple without definite 
times of secret prayer. . . in the 
ordinary ways of life, when no 
one dreams you are praying, 
and the reward comes openly, a 
revival here, a blessing there." 
 

The Great 

Commission
 

“Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have 
commanded you . . .” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).
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Tell us
What do we get right in discipleship?
 GO TO:  facebook.com/thewesleyanchurchGo

Make

Fables and 
facts about 
discipleship

8
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Rain in the desert 
 
Ten family practice residents recently 
traveled to Cambodia from another Asian 
country to share their medical skills, and 
much more, with needy people. A 24-year-
old farmer, after treatment, was asked by 
the long-term North American doctor 
whether he had the hope they had all been 
speaking of. There was a joyful conclusion 
after he listened carefully to everything heard 
through the translator. 
 That one week, the team saw 1,600 
patients, and 506 made the choice to receive 
new life! Please remember them as they 
follow up with local groups and have changed 
lives. (Names and the Asian country of origin 
are withheld for security reasons.)

IWU online counseling 
programs ranked top 
10 in nation 
 
Three online graduate counseling programs 
at Indiana Wesleyan University have been 
ranked in the top 10 of the nation's best 
online counseling schools. GoGrad ranked 
IWU ninth. Best Choice Schools ranked 
IWU tenth. IWU's Division of Graduate 
Counseling offers a Master of Arts degree 
with a major in counseling with six online 
and onsite specializations.

Southern 
Wesleyan and 
Kingswood sign 
agreement
 
Southern Wesleyan University 
(SWU) and Kingswood 
University signed an 
agreement opening doors 
for enhanced transfer 
opportunities. The agreement 
will assist transferability 
into the core curriculum 
at Southern Wesleyan for 
graduates of the Associate of 
Arts degree at Kingswood, 
as well as help students who 
did not complete a degree at 
Kingswood, but wish to have 
their courses evaluated for 
transfer credit at SWU.

FUEL touches youth 
workers’ lives
 
The annual FUEL event, meeting at 
Wesleyan Church Headquarters on 
February 2-3, turned out not to be business 
as usual. About 250 youth workers 
attended, as expected, to participate in 
a great opportunity for networking and 
resourcing. But God's Spirit moved in 
an extraordinary way. Rev. Zach Coffin, 
director of next-generation ministries for 
the Division of Church Multiplication and 
Discipleship, said, “They found they could 
step back from their daily routine and just 
seek God. A hunger for God swelled up 
powerfully and the Lord answered and 
renewed our souls.”

North Michigan church’s 
generosity over the top
 
Fremont Wesleyan Church in Fremont, Mich., in partnership 
with a community donor, raised $20,600 toward a matching grant 
with World Hope International (WHI). The money is funding the 
installation of a clean water well in West Africa.
 Their “Advent Conspiracy Project” encourages Christians to 
celebrate Christmas upside down, investing resources where the 
greatest needs can be met. 
  Also part of the project: 

$5,000 to Casa Hogar Orphanage 
in Honduras; 182 gift boxes to 

children through Samaritan's 
Purse; and sponsorship of 15 
children through World Hope 
International.

Full story
wesleyan.org/6006

Full story
wesleyan.org/5965

Full story
wesleyan.org/5893

Full story
wesleyan.org/5936

Full story
wesleyan.org/5848

http://www.wesleyan.org/6006
http://www.wesleyan.org/5965
http://www.wesleyan.org/5893
http://www.wesleyan.org/5936
http://www.wesleyan.org/5848
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Church Experience 
celebrating  
two years of 
miracles
 
Church Experience in Palm Harbor, Fla., 
celebrated its second anniversary. What 
began as a bold vision and a few people 
huddled in an apartment is now a strong 
church with over 300 adults who’ve attended 
"First Class," 138 baptized, a thriving 
children’s ministry, and life groups all over 
the community. 
 Rev. Brandon Bruce reports: “We're 
striving to reach thousands of lost people 
around the high school where we meet. God 
is growing new believers, raising up leaders. 
We are working tirelessly at setting up and 
breaking down each Sunday, starting groups, 
and serving this community through the 
week. The best is yet to come and I can't wait 
to see what God will do next!”

Full story
wesleyan.org/5867

DIGITAL MAGAZINE + BONUS MEDIA
WWW.WESLEYAN.LIFE

Full story
wesleyan.org/5938

Full story
wesleyan.org/5856

Discipleship among SWU 
student-athletes 
 
Student-athletes at Southern Wesleyan University 
are experiencing changed lives through the Campus 
Outreach organization. More than 80 athletes were 
impacted at a New Year's Conference: 40+ have 
engaged in life-on-life discipleship, 30+ have been 
part of a leadership project, and 10+ have placed 
their faith in Christ. Athletes and other students are 
involved in weekly discipleship groups and prayer 
meetings. SWU students are growing in their faith 
and learning how to disciple others.

OKWU holds Josh McDowell 
apologetics conference  
 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University held the fourth 
annual Josh McDowell Institute Collision Conference, 
February 3 and 4. The February 4th event was open 
to the public. Believers in Christ were encouraged 
to think and act biblically, boldly, and lovingly in a 
"whatever" goes world. The conference featured three 
nationally-known apologists: Sean McDowell (son of 
Josh McDowell), Jo Vitale of the Zacharias Institute, 
and Abdu Murray of Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries. Houghton College 

hosts national 
championship
Houghton College hosted the National 
Christian Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCCAA) championship for track and 
field, February 17 and 18, at the Kerr-
Pegula Field House, where 350 athletes 
competed. Athletes also participated in a 
local service project, a regular ministry in 
each NCCAA national championship. The 
college paired with Houghton Wesleyan 
Church food pantry in the effort.

Multiethnic churches a 
healthy movement
 
North American culture is steadily moving toward parity 
between majority and minority ethnic groups, providing new 
opportunities for discipleship and church multiplication.
 The Wesleyan Church also reflects those changes. The 
percentage of minority or multiethnic churches has grown 
from 6.7 percent in 1994 to 20 percent. Multiethnic is defined 
as a mixed congregation that is composed of at least 20 percent 
minorities and includes multiethnic leaders and methods.  
 There are about 140 Hispanic, 60 African-American and 
Black, 40 Asian, 10 Native, and 75 multiethnic churches in the 
North American General Conference.

Full story and resources
wesleyan.org/5964

Full story
wesleyan.org/6011

Canadian church 
building bought for 
one dollar
 
The Maritime District of the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada (PAOC) has 
generously “sold” a church, parsonage, 
and nearby parcel of land in Tiddville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, to the Atlantic 
District of The Wesleyan Church. For 
how much? Only $1 each. This kingdom-
honoring matter reflects the Great 
Commission commitment of Rev. Kevin 
Johnson, district superintendent of the 
PAOC, his board, and the congregation 
at Tiddville, which voted unanimously in 
approval.

Full story
wesleyan.org/5854

http://www.wesleyan.org/5867
http://www.wesleyan.org/5938
http://www.wesleyan.org/5856
http://www.wesleyan.org/5964
http://www.wesleyan.org/6011
http://www.wesleyan.org/5854
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Remembered

BANKER, REV. E. STANLEY 
(98)
Rev. E. Stanley Banker died 
December 24 in Marion, 
Ind. His career was devoted 
to Christian education 
and pastoral ministry. 
He served at Miltonvale 
Wesleyan College, Central 
Wesleyan College (now Southern Wesleyan 
University), and Taylor University. He also 
served in pastoral and music ministries in 
Indiana and North Carolina. His wife of 73 
years, Evelyn, preceded him in death. He is 
survived by two daughters, one son, eight 
grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.

BLACK, REV. THOMAS (84)
Rev. Thomas Black passed away January 15 
in Kenmore, N.Y. He and his wife, Autho, 
pastored Big Tree Wesleyan Church in 
Blasdell, N.Y., for 29 years. Previously they 
ministered at Oakland Wesleyan in Nunda, 
N.Y., for four years. Survivors include Autho, 
his wife of 64 years, one daughter, two 
granddaughters, four great-grandchildren, 
and one brother.

BOZAK, MARTIN (81)
Martin Bozak died November 30 in Long 
Lake, N.Y. A veteran of the Korean War, 
he was field engineer for Wesleyan World 
Missions (now Global Partners) in Sierra 
Leone from 1969-1972. Later he served 
in Hot Springs, S.D., coordinating work 
projects for “vacation with a purpose” for 
Wesleyan Native American Ministries. He 
is survived by his wife of 60 years, Joyce, 
two sons, four grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, one brother, and one sister.

BROOKS, REV. HARRY (84)
Rev. Harry Brooks passed away December 
18 in Hanover, Ind. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in Indiana and was also a U.S. 
Army veteran who served in the Korean War. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Ola. 
Survivors include one son, two daughters, 
six grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, 
and one brother. 

the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
He also served on the board of the Wesleyan 
Bible Conference Association. Rev. Janssen was 
preceded in death by Ouida, his wife of 53 years, 
one son, and one grandson. He is survived by 
his wife, Eunice, one son, one daughter, five 
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. 

KARGES, REV. PAUL (69)
Rev. Paul Karges died October 29 in Rapid City, 
Mich. He was a minister of the Central New York 
District, pastored Wesleyan churches in Michigan 
and Pennsylvania, and in other denominations. 
He is survived by his wife, Paula, two daughters, 
seven grandchildren, two sisters, and two 
brothers.

KENSELL, REV. RAYMOND (89)
Rev. Raymond Kensell died 
December 14 in Brooksville, 
Fla. A veteran of the U.S. 
Army in World War II, he 
began pastoring Wesleyan 
churches in 1954 and pastored 
numerous churches throughout 

the South. He served as district superintendent 
of the Florida District from 1983 to 1992. He 
returned to the pastorate and served as a trustee 
with Southern Wesleyan University. His wife, 
Marcella, preceded him in death. He is survived 
by his wife, Faith, two sons, seven grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.
Full story: wesleyan.org/5866

LONG, REV. DONALD (74)
Rev. Donald Long died June 3 in Denton, Texas. 
A veteran of the U.S. Army, he also served 
as a financial director for the Boy Scouts of 
America for 24 years and was a minister in 
the Shenandoah District. He is survived by his 
wife, Beverly, three sons, one daughter, three 
grandchildren, and one brother.

MATT, REV. DAVID (72)
Rev. David Matt died on February 10, in 
Fishers, Ind. He pastored for 35 years in The 
Wesleyan Church. While in the U.S. Army, he 
was chaplain’s assistant at Walter Reed Medical 
Center. David also worked at Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University, served as a missionary in 
Papua New Guinea, planted the Wesleyan  
Church in Sheridan, Wyo., and pastored at Crane 
Chapel in Austin, Minn.  Later in life, he worked 
as activity director in nursing homes in Indiana 
and in children’s ministries in churches. Survivors 
include his wife, Nancy, two daughters, four 
grandchildren, his mother, and one sister. 

led mission trips to many different countries 
and Native reservations. His wife of 62 years, 
Mildred, preceded him in death in 2001. He 
is survived by two sons, five daughters, 38 
grandchildren, 37 great-grandchildren, one 
adopted daughter, one brother, and one sister.
Full story: wesleyan.org/5872

TRAVIS, REV. DALE, SR. (75)
Rev. Dale Travis, Sr., passed away August 23 in 
Ocala, Fla. He served as a Wesleyan pastor for 
50 years at churches in West Virginia, Florida, 
and Georgia. Survivors include Anna, his wife 
of 55 years, three sons, one daughter, nine 
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, one 
brother, and two sisters. 

VOSHELL, REV. CLARENCE (89)
Rev. Clarence Voshell passed away February 
8 in Felton, Del. A Wesleyan pastor, he and 
his wife, Rose, started four churches on the 
Delmarva Peninsula along the East Coast. 
He spent the last 30 years serving as pastor 
of Aldersgate Wesleyan Church in Milford, 
Del. Rose preceded him in death, as did five 
brothers. Survivors include four daughters, 
three sons, 12 grandchildren, 12 great-
grandchildren, two brothers, and one sister. 

WILLIAMS, REV. LOIS (94) 
Rev. Lois Williams died 
December 6 in Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. Ordained by the 
Iowa-Minnesota District, 
she ministered 75 years. She 
was preceded in death by 
her husband, Wayne, and 

one son. She is survived by three daughters, 
two sons, 16 grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren. She and her husband also raised 
32 foster children.
Full story: wesleyan.org/5852

WOOTEN, REV. D.J. (82)
Rev. D.J. Wooten passed away January 15 
in Cambridge, Md. He served in ministry 
for more than 63 years, including Wesleyan 
churches in Pennsylvania and Maryland, and as 
an evangelist. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Jean, one granddaughter, and one sister. 
Survivors include his wife, Lily, four sons, 11 
grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren. 

COWART, REV. THOMAS (95)
Rev. Thomas Cowart died December 20 in 
Irmo, S.C. An Army Air Corps veteran who 
served in World War II, he and his wife, 
Loney Mae, served in India as Wesleyan 
World Missions missionaries for 13 years. 
He was both a Wesleyan pastor and high 
school science teacher until retirement. His 
wife of 64 years, Loney Mae, preceded him in 
death, along with one granddaughter and one 
great-granddaughter. Survivors include two 
daughters, six grandchildren, and 11 great-
grandchildren. 

DAY, REV. CLAIR (100)
Rev. Clair Day passed away January 21 in 
Central Square, N.Y. He pastored in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Michigan and 
New York. He organized Salvation Camp in 
Waldron, Mich. He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Olive, and second wife, Lora 
“Sunny,” two daughters, one granddaughter, 
and 10 siblings. Survivors include one son, 
one daughter, seven grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren, eight great-great-grandchildren, 
and one stepsister.  

GILLES, REV. FRANÇOIS (82)
Rev. François Gilles died January 5 in 
Anderson, S.C. He served as a Wesleyan 
pastor and was a graduate of Wesley Seminary 
in Fauche, Port-Margot, Haiti. Survivors 
include his wife, Cecile, five children, eight 
grandchildren, and three siblings. 

HECKMAN, REV. EARL (92)
Rev. Earl Heckman died January 28 in 
Wiconisco, Pa. A U.S. Army veteran, he served 
in World War II. He founded Mountain View 
Wesleyan Church in Bath, Pa. He was preceded 
in death by two brothers. Survivors include 
his wife, Grace, two sons, two daughters, 11 
grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, 10 
great-great-grandchildren, one sister, and four 
stepbrothers. 

JANSSEN, REV. DUANE (93)
Rev. Duane Janssen died 
January 19 in Columbia City, 
Ind. He pastored Wesleyan 
churches in South Dakota, 
Minnesota, Iowa, and New 
York. He served as director 
of student recruitment 

and public relations at Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, executive director of advancement 
at Southern Wesleyan University, and in 

MATTOON, REV. ROYAL (74)
Rev. Royal Mattoon died September 13 in 
Sykesville, Md. He served as a pastor of Wesleyan 
churches in the Champlain District (now Eastern 
New York/New England) for more than 30 
years, with 24 of those years spent at Southside 
Wesleyan Church in Oneonta, N.Y., which he 
helped build. He also served as Wesleyan Youth 
president and on the Houghton College Board of 
Trustees. He is survived by Patricia, his wife of 
50 years, three daughters, six grandchildren, one 
sister, and one brother.

MILLER, REV. ROBERT (91)
Rev. Robert Miller died December 31 in 
Houghton, N.Y. A U.S. Navy veteran who served 
in World War II, Rev. Miller is a former employee 
of Houghton College. He also served as pastor at 
several churches in New York and Pennsylvania. 
Survivors include his wife, Ruth, two sons, one 
daughter, eight grandchildren, and 11 great-
grandchildren. 

MOORE, REV. WILLIAM (76)
Rev. William Moore died February 15 in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada. He 
served 12 years with Wesleyan World Missions 
at Choma Secondary School in Zambia, Africa. 
After returning, he served as a Wesleyan pastor 
for 24 years in several churches in the Atlantic 
District. Survivors include his wife, Joyce, two 
sons, one chosen son (informally adopted), five 
grandchildren, and three siblings. 

SHERWOOD, REV. PAUL (93)
Rev. Paul Sherwood passed away December 10 
in Georgetown, Del. He served with the U.S. 
Army during World War II. He was a minister in 
the Pilgrim Holiness Church and The Wesleyan 
Church for more than 40 years and served in 
Texas, Louisiana, Virginia, Delaware, and New 
York. He was preceded in death by Marion, 
his wife of 60 years, two brothers, and one 
grandson. Survivors include his wife, Norma, 
three sons, two daughters, five step-children, 12 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

SMITH, REV. LEWIS (91)
Rev. Lewis Smith died December 
7 in Frankfort, Ind. He fought 
in World War II under Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur in the South 
Pacific, earning seven campaign 
medals, two bronze stars, and 
the Purple Heart. He founded 
Victory Chapel in Frankfort, Ind., in 1946, and 
pastored that same church for 50 years. He also 

http://wesleyan.org/5866
http://wesleyan.org/5852
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