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little

leaders

THE LIST OF PLACES 
WHERE KIDS CANNOT 

SERVE IS A VERY 
SHORT LIST.

SERVING IS ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF A     
GROWING DISCIPLE.

“I can’t wait to tell you about these kids. 
God is doing some amazing things,” Tara 
Harrison exclaimed. Harrison works 
in children’s ministries at Kentwood 
Community Church in Kentwood, Mich. 
 At Kentwood, they are super-
intentional about inviting kids to serve in 
almost all places of ministry, and then see 
them grow. Instead of asking, “Where can 
a kid serve?” they begin with a different 
question: “Where can’t a kid serve?” What 
they have found is that the list of places 
where kids cannot serve is a very short list. 
They have children serving in most areas 
of ministry throughout the church. 

 One example is nine-year-old James. He 
is in high demand as a “Real Kidz” helper in 
preschool ministry. According to Harrison, 
“Everyone loves to have James serve in their 
room and the preschoolers love him. It may 
seem that he is doing simple things. He 
reads stories, plays with the children, sings 
and dances with them during worship time, 
hands out snacks, and helps them with their 
crafts. But James’ love for others seems to 
grow every week. He always shows up with 
a servant’s heart willing to do whatever it 
takes to help each child have a wonderful 
experience. Even at nine years old, James 
understands that he is helping create an 
opportunity for the Holy Spirit to speak to 
each child. The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23) is growing in him rapidly.” 
 “James and other young workers don’t 
just attend our church, they are actually 
helping create our church,” Harrison 
continued. “We hold our young volunteers to 
the same standards as our adults. Seriously, 
some of our best examples of volunteer 
ministry are children! Some of our kids are 
helping teach our adults how to serve with 
a commitment that challenges everyone 
to deeper levels of discipleship. Adults are 
blessed and inspired when they see these 
kids hungry for more of Jesus and with the 
desire to help others know Jesus’ love.”
 Another special young person at 
Kentwood is ten-year-old Eliana. Eliana has 
a passion for Guatemala. She has been doing 
research on the culture and people, and has 
decided that she wants to go to Guatemala 
and help babies in orphanages. She is raising 
money and prays every day for them.
 “Whenever you talk to Eliana, you can’t 
help but be overwhelmed by her love for 
the people in this region of the world," said 
Harrison. "She understands that God calls 
us to serve not only here at home, but to the 
whole world.” The church is encouraging 
that calling and helping Eliana raise the last 
bit of money she needs so she can be sent as 
a young missionary to Guatemala. 

How intentionally are you giving kids opportunities 
to discover their God-given gifts and grow in 
discipleship? Is your church unleashing its full 
kingdom force? Here are a few starting points to 
consider, based partly on Kentwood’s experience:

01
03

02

Make a list of the places in 
your church a kid truly “can’t” 
serve. That list will be much 
shorter than you think. Begin 
to plug kids in wherever they 
can serve. Be sure that you 
are thinking about far more 
than just making copies or 
setting up chairs. Look for key 
places where you can give real 
responsibilities, not just tasks. 
And then as they launch, come 
alongside them enough to make 
sure they have some successes 
in the early stages. 

“There is no junior Holy 
Spirit!” said Bill Johnson of 
Bethel Church. Far too often 
we hear excuses why kids are 
“not ready” to serve. What 
if we actually believed that 
the same Holy Spirit who 
empowers adults to serve 
will also empower our kids? 
What is holding us back from 
unleashing kids to serve? If 
you struggle with this, reflect 
and pray about it and have a 
conversation with a kids' pastor. 

Thousands of serving kids 
are growing in their love 
for God and others and also 
finding their places in the 
church. They know they 
belong and that it is their 
church too. Say goodbye 
to the days that we only do 
ministry for kids. Instead, 
move to doing ministry 
with kids. Kids who are 
serving inspire their peers 
and adults to a deeper 
walk with God. It’s time 
to unleash the fullness of 
God’s kingdom and that 
includes our children! 

B Y  Z A C H  C O F F I N
A N D  T A R A  H A R R I S O N
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Member:

t’s important to me to know 
what Jesus stated as the core 
commitments of discipleship. I’m 
convinced one evidence of being 

a disciple is making another disciple, 
because he commissioned his disciples to 
“go and make disciples.”
Jesus asserted that greatness 

for his disciples would be found 

in service. 

 Serving is an expression of the 
spiritual gifts he has entrusted to us, but 
also it is evidence of the spiritual graces 
he is developing in us.
 My son, Jordan, and his family attend 
New Life Church in Wayland, Michigan. 
My wife, Jan, and I were recruited to serve 
on Easter weekend at a church-sponsored 
community event. Jan provided skilled 
labor (face painting) and my son decided 
to deploy my gift of gab. One of those 
friendly conversations was with Angela, 
who lived nearby and walked over with 
her kids to enjoy the event. She and her 

family did not have a church home. I saw 
how the service of many in organizing 
the event, and the hospitality extended 
to her family, made it natural for her to 
want to learn more about the church and 
commit to visiting in the future. Serving 
opens the door to fresh steps of faith. As 
disciples, we are not just spectators. We 
are contributors. 
As we see the Holy Spirit using 

our humble service in ways 

that sometimes surprise us, 

our faith is enlarged and our 

discipleship deepens. 

Serving is the way of obedience, and it is 
an expression of love toward others, but 
it is also a means of grace to grow as a 
disciple.  
 I’m learning, and this is a lifelong 
lesson, that following Jesus means 
selflessly serving others and becoming 
more like Christ in our service.

I
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Serving

After 42 years            of serving The Wesleyan Church as a pastor, 
missionary, educator, general officer, and for the last five 
years as editor of Wesleyan Life, it is time to hand off the 
baton. This is my last issue at the helm of 
the magazine, but it remains in very good 
hands! I want to assure my friends that 
God has not released me altogether from 
being his storyteller, but it will change a bit 
in form. God is blessing and empowering 
The Wesleyan Church to bring his love and 
redemption to the world.

FROM 
THE 

EDITOR
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Thanks for the 
wonderful 
encouragement 
so many of you 
have given. 
His grace be 
with you!
- DR. KERRY D. KIND

P H I L .  2 : 7
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Now an angel of 
the Lord said to 

Philip, “Go south 
to the road—the 

desert road—that 
goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.”  
- Acts 8:26

I don’t know exactly why God calls 
someone to a particular mission trip. 
The advice I have for people is this, 
“If God calls you, go!” Otherwise, 
you will be missing out on the plan 
God has for you. It’s possible you 
won’t realize God’s full purpose until 
after the trip is completed. But he will 
equip you for the job and use you, 
possibly in a way you least expect. No 
matter what the outcome, you will 
grow more in love with Jesus as you 
grow in your trust of the whispering 
of the Holy Spirit in your life.  
 When we return from a trip, 
sometimes people say they really 
knew God wanted them to go but, for 
whatever reason, they decided not to 
join us. They sadly confess, “I should 
have gone.” Don’t live with regrets! 
If you sense God calling you to do 
something, be obedient and do it! 
 I met Debbie on a mission trip 
to the Shunem House in Indiana. 
We traveled there to assist with the 
upkeep of the mission property. 
Debbie expressed to me how excited 
she was to be on her first mission 
trip, a long-awaited dream come 
true. We spent the week cleaning and 
organizing, nothing profound, but the 
impact on Debbie was quite profound. 
Her spirit was leaping with joy as 

she was able to help out, meet new 
friends, and grow spiritually. She 
realized God had filled her heart 
and she was wondering what would 
come next. Serving had become an 
avenue of deeper discipleship.
 Since then, Debbie felt 
strongly led by God to go on a trip 
to Cambodia in southeast Asia. The 
smells, sounds, faces, and God-
moments of that cross-cultural 
experience captured her soul as she 
worked with human trafficking and 
rape survivors. Her eyes became 
wide open to a world far different 
than she had ever known. She saw 
God in the eyes of children, in the 
topography of his creation, and 
she felt his Spirit. Her life, formerly 
centered on her comfortable home 
and surroundings, changed forever. 

God used Cambodia to change her 
perspective on his world and on his 
people. After she returned, God kept 
pulling at her soul, “Don’t forget what 
you learned in Cambodia.” 
 After a visit to China to teach in 
the underground church and distribute 
Bibles, Debbie decided she needed 
to do something more with these 
cross-cultural experiences. But what? 
Married and raising two teenage boys, 
she sought out ways to continue her 
cross-cultural love for God’s people in 
her own city. She engaged the ladies in 
her Bible study to help host a dinner 
for some local refugees. In doing so she 
created an eye-opening experience for 
her group. But even then, God had her 
on a mission to do much more. 
 Soon she sensed God nudging 
her to make a year-long commitment 
to mentor an Iranian refugee in Buffalo 
who was having her first child in 
America. As a nurse, Debbie could 
use her skills to walk with this woman 
during her pregnancy, labor, and 

he story of 
Philip in Acts 

8:26-40 is an example 
of how God calls us to 
step out in obedience 
to do something that 
may not make sense 
at the time. Philip 
wasn’t told what he 
was going to do. He 
was obedient and just 
knew he had to go.

RISE
AND

You will grow more in love with 
Jesus as you grow in your trust 
of the whispering of the Holy 
Spirit in your life.

Don’t live with regrets! If you 
sense God calling you to do 
something, be obedient and do it!

Go
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B Y  R O B I N  W.  S C H A R A

T
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Your sponsorship provides a compassionate 
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delivery. After months of mentoring and 
preparing Mom for her child, Debbie 
assisted her with two days of difficult 
labor. She and Mom were joyful at the 
arrival of a healthy baby boy and so were 
all the Bible study women who prayed her 
through her difficult labor.
 Debbie has 
now taken on the 
leadership role 
of engaging our 
entire church in 
a new ministry 
called Home Again 
Refugee Ministry. 
Household items 
are collected to help 
set up apartments 
for refugee families 
coming to live in 
Buffalo. She also 
has recruited people 
from our church 
to be mentors to 
refugee families for 
six months, helping 
them to adjust to 
their new lives.
 Debbie says, “I have found my 
purpose in life.” She is filled with the joy of 
the Lord as she engages people to minister 
to others alongside her for the glory of 

God. Debbie is just one example of many 
who are living out my favorite precept, “It 
is not always what you do on a mission 
trip as much as what you do with your 
experience when you get home!”
 What if Philip decided not to take 
that road to Gaza? God could have used 

someone else to 
carry out his plan, 
but Philip would 
have missed that 
divine appointment 
and blessing. God 
always accomplishes 
his will. Sometimes 
we are invited to 
participate with him. 
 Don’t live to 
regret not following 
the voice of God in 
your life. He has a 
specific reason he 
is prompting you 
whether you know 
why or not. Trust 
that God loves you 
and has your best 

interest at heart. Be obedient and realize 
another opportunity may not come. My 
own discipleship continues to deepen as 
I serve in his grace and when I hear him 
whisper in my ear, I do my best to follow.

He has a specific 
reason he is 
prompting you 
whether you know 
why or not. Trust 
that God loves you 
and has your best 
interest at heart. 

REV. ROBIN W. SCHARA
is the pastor of global missions 

and women's ministry at Eastern 
Hills Wesleyan Church in 

Williamsville, N.Y.  
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“New Hope’s mission is to ‘go. grow. 
give.’ We call it our ‘3G Statement.’” 
said Pastor Michael Skor. “Those three 
words not only communicate our 
understanding of God’s call to us as 
individuals and as a church, they are a 
constant reminder of our responsibility 
and resulting joy of fulfilling that call. 
 New Hope Church in Williston, 
North Dakota, grew 70% between 
2014 and 2016, from 690 to 1,176 in 
attendance. It is a discipleship-focused 
church. Their goals include having 
30 new identified gatherings and 500 
leaders equipped and engaged around 
the globe in the next 10 years. Their 
Regional Reach Vision reads:

 Their strategy includes teaching 
annually on “leadership calling” 
with an invitation to respond to 
God’s leadership call in one of eight 
cultural influence areas–developing a 
“leadership pipeline,” building a church 
planting financial legacy fund, hosting 
four varied types of gatherings through 
a New Hope Network, and investing in 
current and future missional leaders via 
Global Partners in Croatia and Bosnia, 
adopting them as Partner Regions. 
 “As much I love my family, being 
outdoors, and Dr. Pepper,” Skor added, 
“I love Jesus Christ and want to be 
obedient to honor him by reaching out 
to the people he created and loves. The 
days are full. The fields are many and 
far-reaching. New Hope is looking up 
and out with great anticipation of what 
God will do through our obedience.”

bout a year and a half ago, 
Red Cedar Church (Rice Lake, 
Wisc.) was praying for God 

to reveal new areas for ministry in our 
community. God began calling us to 
partner with our county foster care system. 
We had no idea how powerfully God would 
begin using this relationship. 
 At the very first meeting with the 
county's representative, we learned our 
foster care system had three pressing needs 
that we could help with:

• raising awareness and helping recruit 
more foster families

• initial financial needs of equipping a 
home to be foster-ready

• creating a support system for foster 
families in the area

 Red Cedar immediately began planning 
to meet each of these needs. We host Foster 
Parent Interest Night meetings throughout 
the year. We supply new foster families with 
all the necessary "start-up" items that are 
needed for their home to be ready to foster 
children—things like smoke detectors, fire 
ladders, and child safety kits.
 We hold several events including a 
Christmas Celebration where we create 
the opportunity for children and families 
to feel the love of our church community. 
On Foster Family Date Nights, the church 

provides free childcare with activities 
galore for the children, allowing parents a 
few hours to do whatever they want. Red 
Cedar also created a monthly support 

group when they get together to share 
stories, pray, and lean on each other 

in their unique walk.
 Today, Red Cedar Church's 
bridge with the foster care system 
is a blessing to many, and word 
has gotten out. Our neighboring 
county's foster care system 

wished us to expand our ministry 
into that county also. Red Cedar is 

here to serve. What a joy to be able 
to share God’s redeeming love among 

these children and families!

This calling to be foster parents is hard, so having 
a strong support system, including our church, is 
essential. But when I see a kid overcome challenges 
and succeed in places that they may not have 
otherwise, it makes the difficult path worth it. It 
often feels like we are missionaries, but instead of 
travelling overseas, the mission field is brought into 
our personal, everyday space. 

- Shannon Severud

We are convinced that we are 
called to reach our community, our 
region, and around the Globe with 
sacrificial service, stewardship, 
and strategic church planning.

iscipleship is living out the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) and 
the Greatest Commandment (Matthew 

22:37-39). Living out discipleship also 
means moving out–beyond, beside, and into 
communities to reach the spiritually lost. Our 
churches are reaching past their walls and 
developing plans to extend their impact. Lives 
will be saved. Communities will be changed. 

D
A

go.
grow.
give.

B Y  A S H L E Y  R A Y M E N T

"

God began calling us to partner 
with our county foster care 
system. We had no idea how 
powerfully God would begin 
using this relationship. 

Shannon & Craig Severud, foster parents

Watch video about 
Red Cedar foster care
vimeo.com/144758595

ASHLEY RAYMENT
serves as the outreach and spiritual growth director 
at Red Cedar Church in Rice Lake, Wisc.

http://www.vimeo.com/144758595
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harla Gottschalk’s initial response 
to her pastor’s sermon two years 
ago was, “Oh, no, Lord.”

 As Rev. Dwight Nash talked about 
immigrants on that Sunday morning at 
Sent Church in Plano, Tex., her chest 
became increasingly heavy. A long-time 
Christian, Sharla knew God was speaking 
to her and wanted her to get involved.
 But the middle-aged mother of two 
and former school teacher thought God 
had the wrong person. 

 “I was not the obvious choice,” 
Sharla said. “The only language 
I know [other than English] is 
sign language.” Her two daughters 
were in college and she planned to 
return to the classroom to teach 
elementary-aged students. 
 Sharla chose to be obedient. 
After that initial nudge, she became 
certified to run the Immigrant 
Connection center at Sent Church, 
30 minutes north of downtown 
Dallas. 
 “I am able to leave seeds 
of how Jesus tells us to love our 
neighbors as ourselves [in Mark 
12:31],” Sharla explains. “It makes 
me happy every time I am able 

to share. Who knows if they are 
hearing that from anyone else?” 
 As God continues to challenge 
and encourage her, Sharla loves 
digging into God’s Word to 
fully understand his heart for 
immigrants. Others’ hearts are being 
changed in the process too. One 
gentleman approached her with 
negativity about her involvement 
with Immigrant Connection. 
She encouraged him to seek God 
through Bible reading and prayer. 
Ultimately, God revealed to him that 
his own citizenship was in heaven 
and he felt God telling him, “If you 
can help someone find temporary 
citizenship here, you can point 
that person to eternal, heavenly 
citizenship.  

“I did not expect to 
learn a whole new 
field, but it’s fun!” 
she said. “This is 
God–whatever 
he calls us to, he 
equips us. When 
you’re doing just 
what God asks you 
to do, you find great 
joy from it.” 

Beacons 
of

B Y  T R I C I A  R I F E S

IMMIGRATION SITE MAP
See this map of how dozens of Wesleyan 
churches are transforming their communities 
by offering low-cost legal services and the love 
of Jesus Christ to their immigrant neighbors.

  wesleyan.org/3532/immigrant-connection-site-map

In Oklahoma City, Rev. Nathan Hedge 
and his May Avenue Wesleyan Church 
congregation are responding to the 
changing ethnic landscape in the city 
and themselves. Rev. Hedge credits the 
church’s Immigrant Connection site as the 
main catalyst. 
 Department of Justice approval 
for May Avenue began in October 2015, 
and clients arrived for legal services two 
months later. Located on the southwest 
side of Oklahoma’s capital city, May 
Avenue is a small church situated in a 
predominantly Hispanic neighborhood. 

 
 
 More than 150 clients from 28 
countries have walked through May 
Avenue’s doors seeking legal services. 
Opportunities to communicate the gospel 
have multiplied. 
 One client said during a consultation 
that she did not believe in prayer. 
However, when Rev. Hedge asked if he 
could pray for her, 
she said yes. 

What used to be a 
monoethnic church 
is now multiethnic, 
with English-speaking 
and Spanish-speaking 
services. 
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 Another client moved to 
the United States on a fiancée 
visa. After getting married, she 
experienced spousal abuse. Her 
husband withdrew support, and 
she is trying desperately to find a 
way to survive in the U.S. legally. 
Walking with her is May Avenue 
Wesleyan Church.
 Rev. Hedge knows he 
has a sacred opportunity to 
communicate Christ’s love whether 
it’s through the client Christmas 
party, local newspaper interviews, 
or participating in a local rally to 
raise awareness for immigrants. 
 He is especially thankful for 
the impact Immigrant Connection 
is having on his family. His four 
children, ages 14, 12, 11, and 9, 

are aware of what Immigrant 
Connection is all about. 
 “We’re helping people 
who need legal help and who 
can’t afford a lawyer,” said one 
daughter. The youngest two 
children oversee organizing and 
restocking the toy box that sits 
in the Immigrant Connection 
office so clients’ children have 
something to play with during 
their parents’ consultations. 
 “My kids share in the joy 
of helping people from so many 
places,” said Rev. Hedge. “They 
are developing a heart to help 
immigrants know Christ because 
of Immigrant Connection at May 
Avenue.”

 Immigrant Connection is one way The 
Wesleyan Church (TWC) is transforming lives, 
churches, and communities. National Director 
Zach Szmara defines Immigrant Connection as, 
“a network of Wesleyans envisioning the Spirit of 
God bringing immigrants and churches together 
to cultivate relationships, share resources, and 
provide legal services.” Szmara also pastors The 
Bridge Community Church in Logansport, Ind. 
 “Immigrant Connection serves all categories 
of people,” said Szmara. “We don’t have just 
one type of client. We help undocumented 
individuals. We also help those with green cards 
(legal permanent residents) renew them or apply 
for citizenship. We help refugees adjust status and 
become green card holders. We help them apply 

on behalf of spouses and children. Sometimes we 
help U.S. citizens apply for an immigrant spouse or 
their children or other family.” 
 There are 14 Department of Justice-
recognized Immigrant Connection offices within 
TWC and 20 accredited Wesleyan representatives 
working in them. 
  “Wesleyan sites have served thousands of 
immigrants from over 70 countries who come 
to a local church to receive help, truth, and 
understanding about a very complicated journey 
that is usually filled with confusion, animosity, and 
mistruths,” Szmara added.

IMMIGRANT CONNECTION

My kids share in the 
joy of helping people 
from so many places,” 
said Rev. Hedge. “They 
are developing a heart 
to help immigrants 
know Christ..." 

“We become beacons of 
hope for a restored future 
in our communities.”
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newhope
B Y  K E R R Y  K I N D

FOURTEEN YEARS AGO, PASTOR BENJI KELLEY HAD A VISION FOR 
A CHURCH. THE RESULT, NEWHOPE CHURCH, HAS GROWN FROM 
A GATHERING IN KELLEY’S HOME TO MULTIPLE SITES REACHING 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE. CORE TO THIS CHURCH’S MINISTRY IS A 
KEY IDEA: “WE WANT MORE FOR YOU, THAN FROM YOU.”

Believers discover the joy and 
fulfillment of serving in their 
areas of passion and effectiveness, 
and that is the goal for everyone 
associated with newhope. People 
who serve grow more in their 
dependence on God, learn to rely 
on the Holy Spirit in the tough 
moments, and rejoice with God 
when they see fruit. Serving teams 
are close-knit faith communities, 
and people become stronger 
disciples there.

 At newhope, their theology of 
discipleship causes them to believe, teach, 
and practice the principle that those who 
know Christ serve. Pastor Benji’s vision has 
always been to reach, teach, and release 
people to live out their God-given destiny for 
serving. He knew he could never grow and 
multiply a great church for God by himself 
or even with a great staff. Only God could 
grow a movement of people who discover a 
contagious spirit of service, move from the 
door to the core, and find that serving is a 
joy-filled overflow of their salvation.
 The main newhope campus is in 
Durham, N.C., with seven sites in that state, 
one site in Columbia, S.C., and two overseas 
sites in Kenya and Haiti. Their Easter 

attendance this year was over 9,000, but 
more importantly, there were 379 reported 
salvations. 
 Twice a year, newhope has a volunteer 
fair. Following a sermon series on service, 
multiple booths are set up throughout the 
foyer. Believers are invited to pray about a 
ministry to join and then sign up at a booth 
as they leave. Another service entry point 
occurs on Vision Days when believers can fill 
out tear off cards, or text the word “hope” to a 
four-digit number during service. 
 A monthly leadership training is offered 
for all newhope volunteer leaders, and the 
DISC personality test is used to help find each 
person’s workstyle and gifts. Connections 
Pastor Joe Robideaux said, “Everyone is wired 

to serve in a certain way. When they discover that, their 
serving will be more effective, joyful, persistent, and 
fulfilled.”
 A few years ago, one of the church families had a 
son named Beau who was born with physical problems 
and was an intense focus of church prayers. Sadly, 
he died at 18 months. Out of that experience, Beau’s 
Ministry was created: caregivers who work with special 
needs children. Trained caregivers from newhope serve 
with a one-to-one ratio on Sunday mornings and at 
other times, enabling whole families to worship and 
participate who otherwise would find it too much of a 
struggle. Members of newhope say their church is loving 
and joy-filled. And ministries like Beau’s Ministry prove 
that to be true.
 Many newhope people serve with other local 
charities like food banks and rescue missions. Others 

give leadership to children’s 
ministries, student 
ministries, worship teams, 
Life-groups, prayer teams, 
or global opportunities 
(especially Kenya and 
Haiti). One ministry 
that has a big impact 
in their communities is 
Adopt-a-Block. A needy 
neighborhood is selected 
and a team pours love, 
fellowship, friendship, food, 
home renovations, and care 
into that area and builds 
relationships that become 
redemptive. 

Pastor Benji’s vision has always been to 
reach, teach, and release people to live 
out their God-given destiny for serving.

“Everyone is wired 
to serve in a certain 
way. When they 
discover that, 
their serving will 
be more effective, 
joyful, persistent, 
and fulfilled.”

Pastor Benji 
Kelley: "the 
contagious joy 
of serving"
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Founded in 1920, the University’s mission 
was to provide a faith-based education to 
Wesleyan students, a mission that remains true 
today. Visit indwes.edu/called to learn about 
specific Wesleyan student scholarship/grant 
opportunities.

Academic/Award Scholarship

Church Matching Scholarship

Campus Challenge - Wesleyan  Bible Bowl

Christian Service Team

John Wesley Scholarship

Kern Ministry Program

Out of State Wesleyan Grant

Wesleyan Ministerial Loan/Grant

Wesleyan Pastor Dependent Grant

Wesleyan Student Grant

Wesleyan District Student Leadership 
Scholarship 

Realizing the importance of financial aid, IWU 
encourages the establishment of Wesleyan 
endowments through the generosity of 
donations from members of The Wesleyan 
Church.

I N D I A N A 
W E S L E YA N 
U N I V E R S I T Y 
I S  D E V OT E D  TO  T R A I N I N G     
T H E  F U T U R E  L E A D E R S  O F 
T H E  W E S L E YA N  C H U R C H

8 6 6 . 4 6 8 . 6 4 9 8  I N D W E S . E D U
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 Pastor Benji has always sought to avoid 
newhope becoming “a mile wide and an inch 
deep.” He knows that even a big church can’t try 
to do too many things and still do them with 
effectiveness. The church has identified the 
six priorities they feel God has called them to: 
children’s ministries, student ministries, life-
groups, worship, first contact ministries, and 
hope missions to the “least of these” (local and 
international).
 One newhope member said, “Why do I 
serve in the way I do? Well, it’s all about Jesus 
Christ. I try to serve in the spirit of Christ. You 
understand, I don’t serve because I feel obligated 
or something. I don’t have to, I get to!”
 Another member who exemplifies 
this attitude is Joe Schmidt, an entrepreneur 
who launched several 
successful companies. It 
came to a point where he 
felt called to use all his 
skills and resources to 
engage in a ministry he 
was passionate about. Joe 
embarked on a mission to 
eradicate modern slavery.  

Today, he leads 
one of the 
world’s largest 
organizations 
that battles sex 

trafficking. The more Joe served and 
partnered with more people, the larger 
his platform of ministry became. 
 For several years, newhope 
Church was listed by Outreach magazine 
as one of the fastest growing churches 
in the nation. Pastor Benji said, “I 
would never have predicted that. What 
happened here is God grew a movement 
of people–people who love God and 
who discovered how much contagious 
joy there is serving on the front lines. 
And that just naturally became a cyclical 
growth engine.”

Even a big 
church can’t 
try to do too 
many things 
and still do 
them with 
effectiveness.  THANK

YOU
FOR YOUR 

GENEROSITY

Because of your 
generous giving, 

more churches will 
be planted and more 

people will hear about 
the saving grace of 

Jesus. Thank you for 
your gift that will 

empower every local 
church to engage in its 
multiplication mission 
so that The Wesleyan 
Church has a faithful 

presence in every 
zip code.

#multiplyTWC
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Katie Betts, who is preparing to be a 
worship pastor, has found that the more 
she serves others, the more God blesses 
her. A student at Kingswood University, she 
has traveled with worship bands to many 
youth camps. As a cabin leader, she helped 
guide the discipleship of young teens. As 
she frequently counseled and poured herself 
into students, her gift of discernment was 
awakened, and her relationship with God 
strengthened. The more she relied on his 
wisdom, the more clearly she heard his voice 
speaking to her. 
 She also has served as a resident 
assistant on campus for two years. Although 
enforcing rules is part of the job, God 
taught her the path of servanthood and how 
to approach conflict with love. In tough 
situations, she relied on God for strength, 
and she grew in her boldness and grace. 
 Last year for a class project, Betts 
and other students hosted an appreciation 
banquet for Sussex town leaders: firemen, 
police chief, principals, teachers, and the 
town council. Betts said, “At the end, even 
though it involved a lot of tiring work, we 
felt incredible joy," she said. "I suddenly 
became aware of God’s great love for the 
people. And it filled my heart with joy to be 
able to express his love for them.” 

God taught her the 
path of servanthood 
and how to ap�roach 
conflict with l�v�.

tudents at all five Wesleyan 
colleges and universities 
find joy in serving God and 

others, whether in the classroom, 
on campus, in churches, or within 
their communities. These stories 
are a part of the bigger picture 
of how God is changing students’ 
lives through service. LE
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Cherinity Kistler-Brooks is a student 
in Southern Wesleyan’s Adult and 
Graduate Studies program. She helps 
troubled women get into programs 
that may save their lives. She knows 
what many of the women are facing, 
because she has been there. 
 Six years ago, Kistler-Brooks 
was at her lowest point, deeply 
addicted to methamphetamines, 
pain pills, and alcohol. “I had lost 
everything that mattered to me, 
failing as a mother, wife, daughter, 
sister, and friend. I was homeless 
and got money by panhandling and 
stealing,” she said. 
 One night, she stood on the 
top ledge of a parking garage in Las 
Vegas. Just before taking the step that 
would end her life, she said a prayer. 
“Out of nowhere, I heard the calm, 
whispering voice of God.” He told her 
that one day all of her pain would be 

Tanner Hoffman’s passion for serving in public 
health was born after a trip to Kingston, Jamaica, in 
high school. There he witnessed life in the Kingston 
slums. “I became drawn to how preventative 
healthcare can be used to increase the well-being of 
those living in impoverished conditions.” 
 Hoffman enrolled at Houghton College as 

a double major in biology and 
international development. 
The opportunity to explore 
those fields in the context of 
his Christian faith has been 
enriching. As a sophomore, 
he traveled to Ecuador for 
experience in community 
development and public health. 

The next year he spent three 
months honing his intercultural 
skills in the Houghton in 
Tanzania program. 
 One of Hoffman’s most 
impactful experiences occurred 
the summer after his freshman 
year when he volunteered with 
the Ugandan Water Project 

bringing sanitation and hygiene resources to 
Ugandan communities. This opened the door for 
him to work with the Water Project the next two 
summers and to later intern in Uganda. 
 “Each of these has affirmed my passion for 
preventative healthcare for underserved people,” 
Hoffman said. While still enrolled at Houghton, 
Hoffman designs and manages the early stages of 
the Water Project’s monitoring programs. 
 Hoffman aims to live a life “dedicated to 
tangible acts of service improving the lives of poor 
and marginalized people.” 

“NASCAR Paige,” as she is known on the Oklahoma 
Wesleyan campus, grew up attending Celebrate 
Community Church in Sioux Falls, S.D. Paige Johnson’s 
passion for NASCAR racing began at an early age and in 
high school she was called to ministry. Her pathway to 
ministry fell into place as she saw opportunities to share 
the gospel with the NASCAR fan base. One reason Johnson 
chose to attend OKWU is because of the option provided 
for business students to work with the Texas Motor 
Speedway in Fort Worth.

 
 Shortly after becoming an OKWU student, Johnson 
went with the School of Business on its annual trip to work 
at the Texas Motor Speedway. On that trip, her professor 
connected her with Raceway Ministries. She began serving 
with Texas Alliance Raceway Ministries a year ago, and has 
since brought several other OKWU students to engage in 
ministry alongside her. 
 Most recently, Johnson led a ministry team of OKWU 
students at a NASCAR service where she preached and 
had the opportunity to witness two people committing 
their lives to Christ. “NASCAR Paige” is excited how God 
continues opening doors on the racing platform and uses 
her to tell others about Jesus. 

used to help others. Kistler-Brooks 
committed her life to God and that 
was the first step in her healing 
process. 
 Since then, God has restored 
her family and led her to SWU. She is 
also an admissions coordinator at the 
Serenity Place and Phoenix Center in 
Greenville, South Carolina, helping 
people live free of the damaging 
effects of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
harmful drugs. Her co-workers 
describe her as grounded spiritually, 
mentally, and emotionally, with a 
strong ethical character and gentle 
strength.
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Just before taking the step 
that would end her life,  
she �aid � ���y�r.

He witnessed  li�e  in 
the Kingston slums. 

“NASCAR Paige” is 
excited how God 
continues ope�ing d�or� 
on the racing platform.
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GO Visit okwu.edu or connect with us at /okwuniv     IMPACT CULTURE WITH THE LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST. 
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A PLACE
TO BECOME

www.kingswood.edu

Call or check us out:

• Christian Counsellor
• Worship Leader
• Lead Pastor
• Theologian
• Church Planter
• Youth Pastor
• Missionary
• Christian School Teacher
• Children’s Pastor
• ESL Teacher
• Humanitarian 

Aid Worker

888.432.4422

Years ago, Ellen Kujawski 
listened to a visiting 
missionary's story and 
challenge: “Tonight, God 
is calling some of you to be 
his missionaries, to take his 
message of salvation and love 
to the nations. Don’t resist 
him.” God spoke to her that 
evening, and she committed 
to follow wherever he led.
 Kujawski later attended 
Indiana Wesleyan University, 
majoring in elementary 
education with a double 
minor in TESOL (Teaching 

English to Speakers of Other Languages) and music. She did 
student teaching at St. John’s International School in Belgium. 
Through serving, she grew immensely and realized this was 
really her calling.
 God led her to the Dominican Republic after graduation 
in 2014 where the quality of primary education ranks very 
low. Kujawski and fellow missionary Jessica Moulding opened 
San Francisco Christian School (SFCS), the first American-
based Christian school in their city. They realized they 
needed to lay stronger foundations and sought training.
 God orchestrated a meeting with Doulos Discovery 
School in Jarabacoa, 90 minutes away. Leaders there offered 
to provide training in creating an advisory committee, setting 
curriculum, securing finances, recruiting students, and 
becoming legally established in the country. They temporarily 
closed SFCS so they could accept positions at Doulos while 
receiving training. 
 “While many details of this next year are uncertain to 
me, they aren’t to God,” said Kujawski. “This school, this 
dream, is not mine. It’s his.” SFCS, recently renamed Arbor 
Christian Academy, will reopen this fall. 
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While many 
details of this 
next year are 

uncertain to me, 
they  aren �  �o G�d.'

Read more about Arbor 
Christian Academy
arborchristianacademy.org/en/home

http://www.arborchristianacademy.org/en/home
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edicated to the history, narrative, and 
impact of the Bible, the Museum of the 
Bible will open in November 2017, two 

blocks from the National Mall in Washington, D. C.  
 At 430,000 sq. ft. on eight floors, it will 
be one of the largest museums in Washington, 
costing over $500 million. In addition to the Bible 
exhibits, the museum will also house libraries, 
research labs, a children’s gallery, a performing arts 
hall, a top floor biblical garden, and a restaurant. 
Over $40 million has been invested to make it the 
most advanced technological museum in the world 
with interactive audio-visuals and customized 
digital guides. The giant LED screen in the grand 
lobby ceiling will be 140 feet long. 
 At the heart of the museum will be the 
Museum Collections, which contain thousands 
of donated items, as well as artifacts and rare 
books under long-term agreement with several 
collections, including the 40,000-item Green 
Collection assembled by Steve Green, president of 
Hobby Lobby. He serves as chairman of the board 
of Museum of the Bible and is the project’s founder 
and visionary. The museum has also announced a 
long-term alliance with Israel Antiquities Authority 
to fill gallery space from its collection of two 
million artifacts.

 Dr. Jerry Pattengale, Indiana Wesleyan 
University professor, is the Museum of the Bible 
executive director of education and was one of its 
two founding scholars. He is editor-in-chief of 
a multi-volume Bible curriculum that required 
more than 100 contributors and utilizes 
interactive communication called “augmented 
reality.” Pattengale, a prolific author and 
globally-honored scholar, has worked with some 
200 other scholars in his museum role, including 
about 15 IWU professors and students.
 Pattengale commented, “It is a real joy to put 
into practice so many things I have learned from 
my Wesleyan church roots and from college. Today, 
I am sometimes almost overwhelmed by the caliber 
of leaders that God is calling me to work with. 
Then I remember something life-changing that 
God once said to me: ‘Jerry, I never called you to be 
the smartest person in the room. But I called you to 
be in the room.’”

MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE 
TO OPEN NOVEMBER 2017

D

Video fly-through
museumofthebible.org

ete and Ginnie Benson provided a lead 
gift that launched Kingswood University’s 
capital campaign to build its first ever 

outdoor athletic complex. Pete is a former 
Wesleyan pastor and church planter who 
founded a financial management company 
that has grown to be a leading firm in the 
Nashville, Tenn., area. With a heart for 
God and a deep desire to see lost people 
come to know Christ, Pete and Ginnie 

respond to needs, big and small, as the Holy 
Spirit leads–most often, anonymously.

Generational generosity
As is so often the case, Pete and Ginnie’s 

generosity didn’t begin with them. It has been a 
part of their family heritage, expressed through 
countless acts of selfless giving of time, treasure, 
and talent as far back as they can remember.

Pete’s grandparents, Bedford and Catherine 
Cook, were members of Seal Cove Wesleyan 
Church on Grand Manan Island, located off 
the coast of New Brunswick, Canada. In the 
1960’s, Bedford spent many days traveling to the 
mainland to volunteer his help pouring concrete 
and lending a hand in the building of Kingwood 
University’s campus (Kingswood was formerly 
Bethany Bible College).

P

This kind of giving comes 
from the heart of God.

Pete 
witnessed 

tithing and 
the joy of 

overflowing 
generosity 

constantly in 
his home.

Sowing
Good Seed

From the time I was very young, I can picture 
every Sunday, Mom or Dad would reach up 
to this little safe in the top cupboard in our 
kitchen. They would pull down their tithing 
box of envelopes. They never, ever failed. 
And my parents and Ginnie’s parents were 
voracious givers! They would give to the 
church and to help people far beyond what 
would be perceived as ordinary.

Pete witnessed tithing and the joy of 
overflowing generosity constantly in his home: 

This kind of giving comes from the heart of 
God and he loves to sometimes perform miracles 
to encourage the faith of his children who “get 
it.” And it hasn’t stopped with Pete and Ginny. 
The legacy of generosity is being seen lived out in 
practical ways through the Bensons' children and 
grandchildren as well. “What’s really cool is that 
all three of our kids are ‘givers,’” Pete said. “They 
all get immense joy in giving to God and others.”   

B Y  S C O T T  R H Y N O

REV. SCOTT RHYNO
serves as chief development 
director for The Wesleyan Church.

http://www.museumofthebible.org
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Easter at
12Stone Church

In 39 services in eight locations 
at 12Stone Church, a Wesleyan 
congregation near Atlanta, Georgia, 
the recorded Easter attendance was 
32,314. Among that number, there were 
657 salvations reported. 12Stone has a 
reputation locally as “the church that 
gives itself away." In the weeks before 
Easter they collected and donated 
1,619 bicycles to a local ministry. This 
ministry, "Bearings," uses the bicycles 
in a shop that mentors young people, 
teaching skills and values and changing 
many lives.

JESUS film miracles
God continues to use this film of the  
Gospel of Luke, accompanied by 
salvations, miracles of healing, and  
release from sin’s bondage. In 2016, it was 
shown 1,503 times in Global Partners’ 
ministries. There were over 300,000 viewers and 120,676 documented 
responses. It took 36 full-time JESUS film teams sacrificially working to 
bring these results in 18 countries. Hundreds of groups of new believers 
emerged, which have resulted in 96 new church plants and 124 new 
preaching points, just from this one year. 

U.S. Attorney General  
John Ashcroft at OKWU
The Oklahoma Wesleyan community 
welcomed former U.S. attorney general, 
former U.S. senator, and former Missouri 
Governor John Ashcroft to campus on April 
12. In addition to speaking in chapel, Ashcroft 
participated in the gifting of a new painting 
to the university. The painting, "Struggling 
to Kneel," was inspired by a lesson in 
humility and prayer recounted in Ashcroft's 
book, Lessons from a Father to His Son.

On March 23, General Superintendent 
Dr. Wayne Schmidt announced 
a Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund 
(WERF) Project to collect emergency 
aid for the Wesleyan Pilgrim Church of 
Peru, South America. Blamed on the 

worst El Niño effect in decades, the country received an overwhelming 
deluge. Flash floods and mudslides hit the northern Andean region, 
destroying over 800 villages and 175 bridges. Government sources 
reported over 90 deaths, with more missing, and the numbers of 
displaced exceeded 550,000. 

Wesleyan churches across the region gathered supplies to help people.  
National Superintendent Rev. Tadeo Jose Blas said, "It is time to show Christ 
in the streets. We must provide whatever we can to help our neighbors in 
need." General Superintendent Wayne Schmidt invited Wesleyans in North 
America to stand with our Peruvian brothers and sisters by praying for 
them and giving. To date, $40,000 has been raised for relief.

IWU launches 
Justice Center for 
Human Trafficking
Indiana Wesleyan University has 
launched a new Justice  
Center for Human Trafficking to do 
battle with the multi-billion dollar 
industry that buys, ships, and sells 
people. Human trafficking affects 
at least 21 million people globally. 
The mission of the Center will be 
to contribute research, resources, 
and initiatives toward the abolition 
of human trafficking and the 
promotion of human flourishing. 

Houghton ranked in 
top 50 mission-minded 
colleges
 
Houghton College was recently included 
as one of 50 schools on the Top Mission-
Minded Colleges and Universities ranking, 
as compiled by Christian Universities Online 
(CUO). CUO used the Council for Christian 
Colleges and Universities' (CCCU) publicly 
available data to find schools that had a high 
number of programs related to missions, 
many service and intern opportunities 
in missions, and the degree to which the 
school's website reflects missions. 

Dr. Colleen Derr is 
new president of 
Wesley Seminary
 
Dr. David Wright, president of 
Indiana Wesleyan University, 
announced that Dr. Colleen Derr has been 
named the new President of Wesley Seminary 
at Indiana Wesleyan University. On May 1, 
she succeeded Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, who has 
served as interim leader since the departure 
of Dr. Wayne Schmidt, the founding leader of 
the seminary. Derr has been a part of Wesley 
Seminary since 2011, serving as a faculty 
member and assistant dean.

Full story
wesleyan.org/6191

Full story
wesleyan.org/6155

Full story
wesleyan.org/6195

Full story
wesleyan.org/6196

Full story
wesleyan.org/6224

800 villages 
destroyed in Peru

Dr. Schmidt calls for prayer and aid

Full story
wesleyan.org/6182

New era announced for  
SWU Religion Department
Southern Wesleyan University's Division of 
Religion is positioning itself to better prepare the 
next generation. Two new key leaders have been 
announced. Dr. Mike Tapper, formerly of Sussex, 
New Brunswick, has been named the new chair 
of the Division of Religion, bringing a wealth of 
pastoral ministry and higher education experience. 
Rev. Mark Wilson, former long-time pastor in 
Hayward, Wisc., has been named assistant professor 
of multiplication, discipleship, and renewal.

Full story
wesleyan.org/6290

Full story
wesleyan.org/6286

43 Peruvians accepted Christ 
during Kingswood mission
Over spring break, under the leadership of Professor 
Mike MacNeil, a group of Kingswood University students 
ministered in Peru in villages of the Andes Mountains. The 
team engaged in street evangelism, led church services, 
acted out skits, played games with children, and helped in 
church construction. Through all this, they witnessed 43 
people come to faith in Christ.

Full story
wesleyan.org/6232

https://www.wesleyan.org/relief
https://www.wesleyan.org/relief
https://www.wesleyan.org/relief
http://www.wesleyan.org/6191
http://www.wesleyan.org/6155
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http://www.wesleyan.org/6196
http://www.wesleyan.org/6224
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http://www.wesleyan.org/6182
http://www.wesleyan.org/6290
http://www.wesleyan.org/6286
http://www.wesleyan.org/6232
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Stevens is proud to deliver over 110 years of 
family-owned moving expertise and quality 

services to the members, clergy, employees and 
educators of The Wesleyan Church.

• Discounted pricing
• Top-rated drivers and crews
• Customized moving packages
• Stevens Home Protection Kit™

• Free no-obligation move estimate
• Single point-of-contact

CALL VICKI BIERLEIN:  
800.248.8313

Remembered
BALL II, REV. DENSEL (58)
Rev. Densel Ray Ball II died 
April 27 in Overland Park, 
Kans. Rev. Ball served as 
senior pastor of Cornerstone 
Wesleyan Church in Kansas 
City, Mo. Survivors include 
his wife, Michele, one son, 
one daughter, his parents, and one brother. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6293 

BAREISS, REV. RICHARD (89)
Rev. Richard E. Bareiss died March 29 in  
Bourbonnais, Ill. A minister of the Crossroads 
District, he served as a chaplain for twenty years 
in the U.S. Navy, retired as a commander, and 
for many years after, helped guide the Church’s 
chaplaincy endorsements. He 
also served twenty years 
as chaplain at Houghton 
College and Indiana 
Wesleyan University. He 
is survived by Elinore, 
his wife of 64 years, one 
son, three daughters, five 
grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one brother. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6241

BECKLEY, REV. KENNETH (85)
Rev. Kenneth R. Beckley died February 8 
in Hilliard, Ohio. He was a veteran of the 
Korean War and a minister of the Greater 
Ohio District. He is survived by his wife of 64 
years, Phyllis, two daughters, one son, seven 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

CASE, JUDY (76) 
Judy Case died March 5 in Jackson, Mich. 
She served as a missionary teacher in Puerto 
Rico with Wesleyan World Missions from 
1966 to 1988. 

COWART, REV. THOMAS (95) 
Rev. Thomas Cowart died December 20 in 
Irmo, S.C. An Army Air Corps veteran who 
served in World War II, he and his wife, 
Loney Mae, served in India as Wesleyan 
World Missions missionaries for 13 years. 
He was a Wesleyan pastor and high school 
science teacher until retirement. His 
wife of 64 years preceded him in death. 
He is survived by two daughters, six 
grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren. 

LUPTON, REV. RICHARD (79)
Rev. Richard Lupton died April 17 in Brooksville, 
Fla. He pastored churches in the Eastern and 
Western Ohio Districts and the Shenandoah 
District. His 45 years of ministry included service as 
an assistant district superintendent. He was active 
in Chuck Colson's Prison Fellowship, ministering 
to inmates across the country, and he authored 
devotionals for Light from the Word and Vista of 
Wesleyan Publishing House. He is survived by 
Martha, his wife of 58 years, one daughter, two 
granddaughters, one brother, and one sister.

MCCALLUM, ROBERTA (90)
Roberta Lois McCallum, age 90, died March 7 in 
Lyons, Kans. She served faithfully alongside her 
husband, Rev. Charles McCallum, a minister of 
the Tri-State District, as he pastored churches in 
New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, Oklahoma, 
and Kansas. They also were missionaries at 
Brakpan Wesleyan Seminary in South Africa. She 
is survived by Charles, her husband of 71 years, 
three sons, two daughters, eleven grandchildren, 
27 great-grandchildren, three sisters, and one 
brother. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6136

MITCHELL, REV. ERNEST (98)
Rev. Ernest Russell (E.R.) Mitchell died March 31  
in Gas City, Ind. A graduate of People’s Bible School, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., he served in pastoral 
ministry for 50 years in churches in Ohio, 
Ontario, Wisconsin, Kentucky, and Indiana. His 
first wife, Leora Belle, preceded him in death in 
1988. He is survived by his second wife, Phyllis, 
one son, three daughters, eight grandchildren, 
19 great-grandchildren, four step-grandchildren, 
and eight step-great-grandchildren. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6212

OLMSTED, REV. DONALD (91)
Rev. Donald Olmsted died April 10 in Rochester, 
Ind. He was a graduate of Miltonvale Wesleyan 
College, a veteran of the U.S. Army in World War 
II, and a minister of the Crossroads District. He 
pastored churches in Nebraska, Wisconsin, and 
Indiana. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Lora, in 2008. Survivors include one son, six 
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.

PATTINGTON, REV. GEORGE (84)
Rev. George M. Pattington died February 21 in 
Camden, N.Y. An alumnus of Houghton College, 
he was a minister of the Central New York District, 
where he pastored several churches. He is survived 
by his wife, Elaine, two sons, one daughter, eight 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

SHOOK, REV. ELVIS (91)
Rev. Elvis Shook died November 10, in 
Sheridan, Mich. The U.S. Navy veteran served 
in ministry for more than 35 years. He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 62 years, 
Erma Mae, and one brother. Survivors include 
three sons, two daughters, 30 grandchildren, 
28 great-grandchildren, one great-great-
grandchild, one brother, and one sister. 

SMITH, REV. HOMER (89)
Rev. Homer Smith passed away March 23 in 
Easley, S.C. A U.S. Navy World War II veteran, 
he pastored Wesleyan churches in South 
Carolina, Alabama, and North Carolina for most 
of his 50+ years in ministry. He restored bicycles 
that were given to underprivileged children 
every Christmas. Survivors include Montez, his 
wife of 69 years, two sons, one daughter, seven 
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, one 
great-great granddaughter, and one stepsister. 
He was preceded in death by four brothers. 

TRENT, REV. PAUL (70)
Rev. Paul Trent Passed away May 10 in 
Chesterfield, Ind. He served as pastor at many 
churches throughout Indiana, including 
Parkview Wesleyan Church, where he was still 
ministering when he died. Survivors include 
Patricia, his wife of 46 years, four sons, three 
grandchildren, one brother, and two sisters. 

TROYER, LYDIA (100)
Lydia Layman Troyer died October 9. Levi,  
her husband of 73 years, preceded her in 
death as did two sisters, two brothers, one 
grandchild, and two great-grandchildren. 
From 1949 to 1961 and 1967 to 1975, she and 
Levi and their children were missionaries to 
Haiti with Wesleyan World Missions. From 
1964 to 1967, the Troyers were pastors at the 
Holiness Chapel in Pierrespont Manor, N.Y. 
Survivors include two sons, two daughters, 11 
grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren, three 
great-great-grandchildren, one sister, and three 
brothers.   

HODGE, REV. RONALD (73)
Rev. Ronald Edward Hodge died April 5 in 
Blacksburg, Va. A minister of the Shenandoah 
District, he served as a pastor for nearly 50 
years. He is survived by his wife of 53 years, 
Darlene, one daughter, one son, one adopted 
daughter, three grandchildren, two adopted 
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, and 
one brother.

JAMES, REV. WILLIAM (90)
Rev. William D. James passed 
away April 7 in Pickens, S.C. 
A veteran of the United States 
Navy, he served over 60 years  
in ministry in South 
Carolina. For 15 years, he was 
superintendent of the South 
Carolina District. During that time, Table 
Rock Wesleyan Campground was developed. 
Rev. James served on many governing boards, 
including the General Board of the Church, 
Southern Wesleyan University, and Hephzibah 
Children's Home. Survivors include his wife, 
Clara (Chizum) James, three sons, seven  
grandchildren, fifteen great grandchildren,  
and one sister. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6242

JOHNSTON, REV. LONA (81)
Rev. Lona Johnston passed away February 
26 in Lake Village, Ark. Although she retired 
as full-time pastor in 1993, she continued to 
serve as a supply pastor and in visitation and 
funeral capacities. She also enjoyed engaging in 
personal evangelism.

KLASSEN, REV. FRANK (73)
Rev. Frank J. Klassen died March 16 in 
Grayling, Mich. He was a minister of the North 
Michigan District. His wife of 51 years, Leah 
Carol, preceded him in death in 2014. He is 
survived by two daughters, one grandson, two 
great-granddaughters, four brothers, and two 
sisters.

LINVILLE, REV. WILLIAM “BILL” (88)
Rev. William “Bill” Linville died February 8 
in Morristown, Ind. He served as a Wesleyan 
pastor in churches in Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, and North Carolina. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Luella, an infant daughter, 
two brothers, and one sister. Survivors include 
three sons, four grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one brother.

PHILLIPPE, JOAN (86)
Joan Phillippe 
died March 23 in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Early in her career, 
she taught elementary 
school in Ohio. She 
was always supportive 
of the ministry of her 
husband, Dr. Thomas 
Phillippe, who served 
as a pastor, general evangelist, general officer of 
The Wesleyan Church, and philanthropist. They 
were generous benefactors for all five Wesleyan 
colleges and universities, Global Partners, World 
Hope International, and many other charities. 
She is survived by her husband of 63 years, one 
son, two daughters, ten grandchildren, and 
fourteen great-grandchildren. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6188

RAMSAY, REV. JAMES (76)
Rev. James Ramsay died March 19 in Central, 
S.C. A pastor in The Wesleyan Church for more 
than 50 years, Rev. Ramsay and his wife, Carol, 
served with Wesleyan World Missions for 38 
years in Swaziland, the Republic of South Africa, 
and Albania. They founded and led Bible schools, 
pastored, and did pioneer evangelism in Africa. 
In Albania, they worked as church planters and 
with refugee relief during the Kosovo War. Upon 
returning to the U.S., he pastored churches in 
South Carolina. Three brothers preceded him 
in death. Survivors include Carol, his wife of 54 
years, two daughters, and two brothers. 
Full story: wesleyan.org/6223

RAMSEY, REV. CLEON (86)
Rev. Cleon Ramsey passed away February 8 in 
Bedford, Ind. He pastored several Wesleyan 
churches in Illinois and Indiana. The Korean War 
veteran also served Bedford North Lawrence 
High School. He was preceded in death by 
one sister, one brother, and two siblings in 
infancy. Survivors include his wife, Geneva, two 
daughters, five grandchildren, and seven great-
grandchildren.

SHEPPARD II, REV. JOHN (74)
Rev. John Sheppard II died November 26 in  
Yuba City, Calif. He served churches in the 
central valley of California. He is survived by  
his wife of 50 years, Jan, as well as two daughters, 
one son, and three grandchildren.
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MARK WILSON, M.A.
Assistant Professor of Multiplication, 

Discipleship & Renewal

Professor Wilson is joining the faculty to serve in 
a unique role specifically designed to support the 

missions of SWU and the Church. A beloved leader, 
author and speaker, Mark is a pastor’s pastor and brings 

a wealth of ministry experience.  

Mark has an M.A. in Theology and B.A. in Christian 
Ministries. His unique gifts of communication, 

connection, and encouragement will be used by God to 
transform and renew the lives of our students, pastors, 

leaders, churches and communities.

MIKE TAPPER, PH.D.
Chair of the Division of Religion

Dr. Mike Tapper is inspired to develop the next 
generation of church leaders with his deep experience 
in pastoral ministry at two dynamic churches and his 
success in the academy, teaching in four universities. 

He has also served individuals within the special needs 
community.  

Mike has a Ph.D. and Masters in Theology and an 
additional Masters of Divinity. He is an enthusiastic 

researcher, speaker, community volunteer, and leader, 
who has authored numerous publications.

These are exhilarating days for SWU’s Division of Religion!
Inspirational faculty, inventive programs, and a beautiful new Christian Ministry Center dedicated to 

preparing the next generation of ministry leaders to impact the world for Christ!

www.swu.edu • 877-644-5556


