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Moving from Embedded Theology to Deliberative Theological Reflection 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

Authors Howard Stone and James Duke remind us that “all Christians are theologians, 

simply because they are Christian.  The question is not whether or not you are a theologian – you 

are!  – but how adequate the resulting theological reflection is in the light of the Christian faith” 

(1996, p. vi.). 

 

Theological reflection is the heartbeat for providing pastoral care for people as they 

journey into and through the Christian faith.  It is a cornerstone for building Christian lives into 

the household of Christian community.  Without theological reflection, people remain immature 

children of the faith “tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.…”  (Ephesians 4:14, NAS). 

 

In this course, students will be introduced to a methodology or framework for engaging 

in a type of theological reflection that distinguishes embedded theology from deliberative 

theology.  Stone and Duke make a distinction between these two types of theology by reminding 

us that embedded theology is “first-order theology or the language of witness… It is rooted 

(embedded) in the preaching and practices of the church and its members.  It is the implicit 

theology that Christians live out in their daily lives” (1996, p. 13). 

 

Deliberative theology, on the other hand, “is the understanding of faith that emerges from 

a process of carefully reflecting upon embedded theological convictions… and is known as 

second-order theology” (1996, p. 16).  Deliberative theological reflection puts distance between 

the preferred theological understanding of an issue and critically evaluates embedded theology 

through comprehensive biblical methodologies. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

By the completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

 

1. Understand the difference between embedded theology and deliberative theology.   

2. Analytically reflect upon their own embedded theological perspectives using the 

Wesleyan quadrilateral as a resource, and using a methodology of “bilateral cognition,” 

that is, creative critical thinking arising from credible biblical interpretation.   

3. Diagnose and discern an adequate theology and a “populist” theology.   

4. Articulate the faith through language, which accurately conveys biblical and theological 

truth that sets people free in the grace of Christ.   

5. Write reflectively on a theological issue emerging from the epistle of 1 John and make 

relevant application to the student’s context of ministry. 
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COURSE MATERIALS 

 

Stone, Howard, W. & Duke, James O. (2006). How to Think Theologically (2nd ed.). 

Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress Press. 

The textbook is available on Amazon.com.  Please be sure and order the second edition of 

this book.   

 

Pre-class Assignments 

 

1. Students will need to read the entire book – “How to Think Theologically.”  After 

reading, write a two-page typed reflection on the book as a whole, which includes the 

following: 

 

a. What one observation from each chapter resonated with you in the light of your 

present context of ministry?  Why is it important? 

b. If you were to critique one chapter, which one would it be and explain why. 

 

2. Complete the diagnostic exercises found in chapters 5-7. 

 

 (Typed Paper Length – 2 pages – Doubled Spaced.  Title page and a Reference page not 

included in length.  Make use of the paper template provided at the end of the syllabus.)  The 

paper is due 2 weeks before the class begins. 
 

In-Class Assignments 

1. Students will engage in a dialogue with one another and the professor regarding essential 

doctrines elucidated by the following creeds of the church – the Athanasian Creed, the 

Nicene Creed, the Chalcedonian Creed, and the Apostles’ Creed.    

2. Students will learn how to present theological issues and arrive at deliberative theological 

formulations that impact the church today. 

3. Students will explore the theological frameworks of the Christian liturgical year and 

identify emphases that are necessary for Christian maturity. 

4. Students will explore the difference between Scripture as the written word of God and 

Scripture as the living Word of God. 

 

Post-Class Assignments 

 

Students will identify one theological issue present in the epistle of 1 John and write a 5-6 page 

paper (not including the title or the reference pages) that: 

 

1. Identifies and explains the issue from John’s perspective. 

2. Clarifies the significance of the issue in light of an Old Testament narrative, an Epistle 

application, and a Gospel “revelation.” 

3. Explains how the issue manifests itself in the preaching and worship practices of the 

church today. 

4. Articulate a pastoral and theological approach for addressing the issue in the students 

own context for ministry. 
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Course Assessment 

Official Grading Scale 

 

The final course grade will depend on the total number of points earned.  Here is how the points 

break down in terms of letter grades.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Points

Possible

Reading Pre-Course Assignments

Book Review 100

Diagnostic Exercises 100

Class Participation 500

Final Paper and Reflections 300

Total 1000

Assessment Criteria

Grade          Percent               

A 95 to 100 

A- 92 to 94.9 

B+ 89 to 91.9 

B 85 to 88.9 

B- 82 to 84.9 

C+ 79 to 81.9 

C 75 to 78.9 

C- 72 to 74.9 

D+ 69 to 71.9 

D 65 to 68.9 

    

F 0 to 64.9 

A Clearly stands out as excellent performance.  Anticipates well and writes logically & 

clearly.  Anticipates steps in the progression of ideas. 

B Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject.  An active listener and 

participant, the student communicates well orally and in writing. 

C Quality and quantity in and out of class is average.  Requirements are addressed 

minimally. 

D Quality and quantity of work is below average.  Assignments may be missing or 

unsatisfactory. 

F Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable for an undergraduate student, and does 

not qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of work. 
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Writing Style for Papers 

 

APA Writing Style 
 

APA (American Psychological Association) writing style, based on the Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed., is the foundation for all academic 

writing for non-residential students.  All students will be required to adhere to the formatting, 

citing and documentation of all sources used in a research paper per the guidelines of 

APA.  Resources for learning APA and resources for using APA are provided as follows: 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. 

 

Website for APA Writing Style: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

General APA Guidelines 

Your essay should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 11") with 1" margins 

on all sides.  You should use a clear font that is highly readable.  APA recommends using 12 pt. 

Times New Roman font. 

Plagiarism is defined as the following: 

Authors do not present the work of another as if it were their own work.  Whether 

paraphrasing, quoting an author directly, or describing an idea that influenced your work, 

you must credit the source.  To avoid charges of plagiarism, take careful notes as you 

research to keep track of your sources and cite those sources
1
 according to the guidelines 

specified by APA, MLA, or Turabian standards chosen by the professors. 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 hours) of the 

minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure of the course.  Any and all 

absences within that 20% window must be approved by the professor prior to the course in 

writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to be excused during the class or after the 

absence has already occurred.  

Extensions 

Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or death in the 

student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances.  Also, no assigned work 

will be accepted after the final due date, unless an extension has been granted in writing (e.g. 

email) from the professor.  Professors may reduce a student’s grade by 20% for each week past 

the due date (even in the event of approved extensions).   

                                                 
 

1
 Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, (6

th
 ed., 2

nd
 printing, Washington, D.C.: 

American psychological Association, 2010), p. 170. 


