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Syllabus 
 

A Methodology for Making Expository Observations in the Gospel of Luke 

Course Author:  Dr. Barclay T. Brown 

Course Introduction 
 

Expository observations of any written material are those that the reader makes and 

recognizes as explanations of transformational themes contained within a written narrative.  In 

his introduction to the commentary on Luke, Dr. Fred Craddock reminds us that Luke “put the 

materials together in such a way as to make it appropriate to ask…  What is being done for, with, 

and to those who are reading or hearing the text?  What response is desired?”  (1990, p. 2).  This 

implies that Luke’s gospel needs to be understood as exposition.  As preachers and teachers of 

the sacred texts of Scripture, we seek to allow the Word to do something to us.  N.T. Wright 

echoes the sentiments of Craddock by saying, “tragically, the history of Christianity is littered 

with ways of reading the Bible which have, in effect, muzzled it” (2006, p. 174). 

 

From Craddock’s view, the writer - Luke - must be understood, primarily as an 

expository preacher.  By the way he organizes the gospel, Luke’s intent is to explain (engage in 

exposition) and make understandable the truth of the Christian faith that is taught to individuals 

(like Theophilus) and to the church as a whole. 

 

Course Description 
 

This particular course provides students with a methodology for hearing the gospel of 

Luke as he intended it to be heard.  Likewise, this course will enable students to observe the 

expository themes within the gospel as a whole, and to identify and understand these themes 

within the larger segments of the gospel. 

 

Course Textbooks 
 

Craddock, F. B. Interpretation: A Biblical Commentary for Teaching and Preaching Luke. 

Louisville, KY.: John Knox Press, 1990. 

 

The Gospel of Luke in a Standard Translation (i.e. not a paraphrase). 
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Course Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

1. Describe the major themes that comprise Luke’s theology in the gospel narrative.   

2. Discuss these themes in relationship to the larger narrative segments, which define the 

structure of the gospel of Luke. 

3. Apply the methodology of analysis to specific passages in order to hear these passages 

“un-muzzled.” 

 

Course Goals 
 

1. By looking at the gospel of Luke within the larger narrative segments, students will gain 

a better understanding of how Luke intends his expository preaching to be heard. 

2. By engaging in a methodology for examining texts and passages of the gospel, students 

will develop skills of expository observations that will enhance their critical thinking 

skills, as well as helping them become better preachers and teachers. 

 

Pre-Course Assignments 
 

1. Read the entire gospel of Luke in one block of time. 

2. Read the following pages from the commentary written by Craddock: 

a. Introduction – pp. 1-13 

b. Preface to Luke – pp. 14-19 

c. Parts 1-3 – pp. 21-139 

 

In the reading from Craddock, the student will need write reflectively a 2-3 page typed written 

paper (not counting a cover page or a reference page) on particular concepts and ideas that 

Craddock discusses and explain new insights that emerged from the reading.  The paper should 

be divided according to the three sections noted above (a-c).  can be discussed during class that 

bring new insights concerning the gospel of Luke. 

 

The paper will be due 2 weeks before class begins. 

(Estimated time for the assignments – 20 hours) 

 

In-Class Assignments 
 

1. Students will work together to identify the major themes within the larger narrative 

structure of Luke 1:1 – 9:50. 

2. Students will engage in a methodology of critical thinking, which includes understanding, 

analysis, evaluation, and application. 

3. Students will practice using an exegetical diagramming methodology with the English 

text on particular passages from within the infancy and childhood narratives of 1:5-2:52. 

(Required time for these assignments – 20 hours). 
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After-Class Assignments 
 

Students will write a 6-8 page paper in which they demonstrate the use of the exegetical 

methodology on a chosen passage from the following segments of Luke’s gospel: 

a. 3:1-4:13 

b. 4:14-9:50 

c. 9:51-19:28 

d. 19:29-21:38 

e. 22:1-23:56 

f. 24:1-53 

(Estimated time for this assignment – 10 hours) 

 

Course Assessment 

Official Grading Scale 

 

The final course grade will depend on the total number of points earned.  Here is how the points 

break down in terms of letter grades.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade          Percent               

A 95 to 100 

A- 92 to 94.9 

B+ 89 to 91.9 

B 85 to 88.9 

B- 82 to 84.9 

C+ 79 to 81.9 

C 75 to 78.9 

C- 72 to 74.9 

D+ 69 to 71.9 

D 65 to 68.9 

    

F 0 to 64.9 

A Clearly stands out as excellent performance.  Anticipates well and writes logically & 

clearly.  Anticipates steps in the progression of ideas. 

B Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject.  An active listener and 

participant, the student communicates well orally and in writing. 

C Quality and quantity in and out of class is average.  Requirements are addressed 

minimally. 

D Quality and quantity of work is below average.  Assignments may be missing or 

unsatisfactory. 

F Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable for an undergraduate student, and does 

not qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of work. 
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Points

Possible

Reading Pre-Course Assignments 300

Class Participation 300

Final Paper and Reflections 400

Total 1000

Final paper Points Available

Segment, context, primary theme, substantiation 80

Law  of Repetition 80

Sketch the Segment 80

Expository Points 80

What I learned 80

Total 400

Grading Scale

A
4.0 

(Superior)
95% - 100%

A- 3.7 92% - 94.9%

B+ 3.3 89% - 91.9%

B
3.0 (Above 

Average)
85% - 88.9%

B- 2.7 82% - 84.9%

C+ 2.3 79% - 81.9%

C
2.0 

(Average)
75% - 78.9%

C- 1.7 72% - 74.9%

D+ 1.3 69% - 71.9%

D
1.0 

(Passing)
65% - 68.9%

F 0 0% - 64.9%

Assessment Criteria
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Writing Style for Papers 

 

APA Writing Style 
 

APA (American Psychological Association) writing style, based on the Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed., is the foundation for all academic 

writing for non-residential students.  All students will be required to adhere to the formatting, 

citing and documentation of all sources used in a research paper per the guidelines of 

APA.  Resources for learning APA and resources for using APA are provided as follows: 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. 

 

Website for APA Writing Style: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

General APA Guidelines 

Your essay should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 11") with 1" margins 

on all sides.  You should use a clear font that is highly readable.  APA recommends using 12 pt. 

Times New Roman font. 

Plagiarism is defined as the following: 

 

Authors do not present the work of another as if it were their own work.  Whether 

paraphrasing, quoting an author directly, or describing an idea that influenced your work, 

you must credit the source.  To avoid charges of plagiarism, take careful notes as you 

research to keep track of your sources and cite those sources
1
 according to the guidelines 

specified by APA, MLA, or Turabian standards chosen by the professors. 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 hours) of the 

minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure of the course.  Any and all 

absences within that 20% window must be approved by the professor prior to the course in 

writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to be excused during the class or after the 

absence has already occurred.  

Extensions 

Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or death in the 

student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances.  Also, no assigned work 

will be accepted after the final due date, unless an extension has been granted in writing (e.g. 

email) from the professor.  Professors may reduce a student’s grade by 20% for each week past 

the due date (even in the event of approved extensions).   

                                                 
 

1
 Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, (6

th
 ed., 2

nd
 printing, Washington, D.C.: 

American psychological Association, 2010), p. 170. 


