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Jesus wept over the city. He wanted to 
gather the city to himself (Matt. 23:37). 
When we hear about the violence, 
politics, immigrants, high prices, racism, 
crime, etc., do we weep over the city as 
Jesus did? Perhaps the prophet Jeremiah 
has a word for us:

Seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for 
it, because if it prospers you too 
will prosper (Jeremiah 29:7). 

What would happen if we all prayed for 
the peace and prosperity of our cities 
large and small? What would happen 
if we would weep over them? I believe 
that this verse in Jeremiah in which God 
speaks about the city would be fulfilled 
in ways we simply cannot imagine: “For 
I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future” (29:11). 

I plan to do some weeping and seeking! 
What about you?

few people have said to me, “Is 
this urban urgency stuff just a 
fad?” Others have said, “What 
about us in the rural areas? Are 

we forgotten?” Then I hear, “The church 
abandoned the cities a long time ago. 
We must return.” Other conversations 
are, “It costs too much to have churches 
in the cities.” Or an entirely different 
conversation, “People in the city have 
liberal politics and they wouldn’t fit our 
church.” Or, “Many of these people are 
from other countries and I don’t even 
know their language.” And also, “There’s 
too much crime in the city; I’m afraid to 
be a pastor there.” 

Frankly these conversations are 
centuries old. I am reminded of the 
early Christians in Rome. This small 
group came into a culture that had 
totally opposite values of those that Jesus 
taught. Life had no worth; mercy was 
a weakness. There was great disparity 
between rich and poor. The greater 
the violence in the games, the more 
the people cheered. Strangers of every 
language in the empire filled the city.

The obstacles to sharing Christ in 
Rome were astounding. Yet these early 
Christians had the courage to live out the 
gospel that transformed the people and 
ultimately the city. 

A
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 The New Hope Family Worship 
Center in Brooklyn, New York, does 

not exist in a building that looks 
like a traditional church at all. To 

a passer-by, unless they read the 
sign, it could be a business or 

a factory. Livonia Avenue is 
dominated by the massive 

superstructure of the 
elevated commuter 

train, but one quickly 
gets used to the 

periodic rumble 
and roar of the 

trains passing 
overhead. At 

ground 
level, 

across the 
street from 

the church, an 
unending series 

of pickup basketball 
games takes place in 

the asphalt park. 
 Visitors to New Hope 

Family Worship Center 
on Sundays have seen the 

crowded sanctuary (over 700 
on a normal Sunday). They 

have heard the wonderful gospel 
choirs, the powerful preaching of 

Dr. Anthony Graham, and the voices 
of the responsive congregation. But 
through the week, this is a different 
New Hope Church: a bit quieter, yet 
humming with activity. In a way, what 
happens during the week is what really 
sets its ministry apart. 
 The reception office was a beehive 
of activity. People were constantly being 
“buzzed” into the building through 

the main entrance. Several desks were 
occupied with people working on 
computers or on their phones. Other 
people stood in doorways and sat in 
straight chairs chatting or waiting to 
see someone. Zethea Bushelle was a job 
developer, a social services director, and 
was currently busy setting up one of 
several job fairs that she arranges every 
year. A moment later, a policeman was 
buzzed in, picked up his free coffee and 
snack and used the restroom.
 Leon Keizer was working at his 
computer with two others hunched 
over his shoulders watching the 
screen intently. A real estate broker 
and investor, Leon helps people with 
housing, food stamps, Medicaid, 
immigration and green card status, 
and many other issues at which he 
has become an expert. At first he 
volunteered two days a week to do 
this. As the Lord blessed him, now he 
volunteers five days a week, helping 
an average of 25 people per day and 
talking about Jesus all the time. At 
the other end of the building a soup 
kitchen was under way serving a large 

room with long tables full of hungry 
people. The cooks and servers were 
all volunteers. Rev. Errol Richards, 
compassion ministries director, spoke 
of over 1,000 people that are fed every 
week through the soup kitchen and food 
pantry, showing Christ’s love. He also 
works to disciple new Christians in the 
church. In the sanctuary a cluster of 
people was gathered around the musical 
instruments. Pastor Mervin Fleming 
was there talking to some young adults. 
Dr. Silvenia Charles was across the hall, 
preparing for the Bible school ministry. 
 It soon became clear that there 
was an enormous amount of volunteer 
ministry going on. Yes, there were 
three or four pastors, but most of the 
activity that one sees is a rich tapestry 
of engaged and cheerful volunteers, 
working in the counseling center, the 
clothing drives, home visits, shut-ins, 
the feeding programs, the Girl Scouts, 
the substance abuse ministries, jobs and 
social services, and all kinds of classes. 
As I quietly observed a typical day, I 
realized that evangelism was going on 
through everything. Of course, they also 
had prayer meetings, baptism classes, 
and so on. 
 Between 4:00 and 5:00 o’clock in 
the afternoon, Dr. Anthony Graham, 
the senior pastor, arrived. He had come 
straight from his teaching job in the 
New York public school system. The 
founder of the church, he has been the 
volunteer senior pastor for twenty-
three years, not taking a salary, but 
supporting his family through his public 

Most of the activity that one 
sees is a RICH TAPESTRY of 
engaged and cheerful volunteers, 
working in the counseling center, 
the clothing drives, home visits, 
shut-ins, the feeding programs, 
the Girl Scouts, the substance 
abuse ministries, jobs and social 
services, and all kinds of classes.

Over 1,000 people are fed 
every week through the soup 
kitchen and food pantry, 
showing Christ’s love.

NEW HOPE FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER

ANTHONY GRAHAM
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 Canarsie Holiness Tabernacle is 
pastored by Rev. Holly Chowtie. She was 
originally from Guyana, South America 
and came to New Hope Church when she 
came to Brooklyn. With her husband and thirty 
people from New Hope, she planted the Canarsie 
church in 2007 in a mostly Haitian lower/middle 
class neighborhood and they were able to purchase 
a church in 2011. They were not doing relief 
work until Hurricane Sandy, which struck their 
neighborhood hard, but now it is a big part of  
their ministry.
 

 
 

 Clinton and Pearl Glasgow are from Trinidad 
and both are ordained. Pearl holds a doctorate. 
After a decade at New Hope Church, they and 
twelve others from New Hope founded World 
Impact International Ministries three years ago  
in a school. 
 They plan to be in their own facility by the end 
of 2013, because there is so much need for daily 
ministry activities. Clinton is the senior pastor and 
Pearl is administrative pastor and also heads the 
food pantry and Leadership Training Institute. She 
is constantly holding classes for lay people in Bible, 
values, management, missionary work, nutrition, 
and other practical subjects. They did not want to 
leave their established lives in Trinidad, but God 
spoke to them both personally, at different times, 
and called them to bring their ministries to the 
mosaic of cultures in Brooklyn. 

education career. Rather than stifling the growth 
of the church, that choice has set an example of 
volunteerism. The many volunteers who give 
countless hours of ministry are simply following 
Dr. Graham’s example, giving back to the Lord and 
the church.
 In this neighborhood in Brooklyn, there aren’t 
many jobs available, there is no affluence, and there 
is a lot of need. A church here that depended on 
paid staff to do everything would not get much 
done—they could not afford a large paid staff. But 
this church gets a tremendous amount of ministry 
done every day. What if more of our churches in 
all types of settings had volunteers engaged in 
serving like this one? They could probably be doing 
much more to connect with their communities. 
A signature quality of the fastest-growing 
churches in the Wesleyan denomination is that 
large percentages of people in the congregations 
are serving in volunteer ministries, reaching 
out into their wider communities. In Brooklyn, 
volunteerism is not an option. It’s just a part of the 
culture of the church for every disciple.
 Dr. Graham is excited about the three daughter 
churches that have been planted in the area in the 
last few years, and he has plans for more. Every 
time they plant a daughter church, they release 
a leader who has been called and trained at New 
Hope, and give up a core of people to launch the 
new congregation. But God continually blesses and 
replaces those. Dr. Graham said they have grown 
more since they began planting daughter churches 
than they did before. 
 There are literally hundreds of ethnic cultures 
represented within a few miles: Anglo, black, Asian 
from all nations. New Hope and the daughter 
churches are emblematic of that diversity. 

World Impact 
InternatIonal mInIstrIes
clInton & pearl GlasGoW

CANARSIE HOLINESS
TABERNACLE
HOLLY CHOWTIE

they have grown more since they 
began planting daughter churches 
than they did before. 
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Financial resources 
are scarce, but 

the more important 
resources are people 

and prayers. It 
takes vision and 

leadership to build 
great ministry around 

volunteer service. 

 The third and most recent church plant is 
the Community House of Prayer in Queens, 
led by Pastor Himschan Ganesh. Pastor 
Ganesh’s family emigrated from India to 
Guyana, where he converted as a young person 
25 years ago. He was discipled and mentored 
by Pastor Hollie Chowtie. Called to the 
ministry, he planted two churches in Guyana, 
and then followed Pastor Chowtie to Brooklyn 
in 2005. He supports his family by doing 
construction work. Himschan knows that God 
has called him, permanently, to pioneer church 
planting work, and, in fact, would never 
consider pastoring an established church. 
His wife Zerina is an incredible partner in 
ministry, a real prayer warrior, and helps 
support the family and their three children as  
a nanny. 
 The Community House of Prayer began 
less than two years ago with ten good workers 
from New Hope in a store front. They soon 
were able to rent a church building which had 
been empty for seven years, and now they 
fill it on Sundays with people originally from 
Guyana, Panama, Nigeria, the Philippines, the 
islands of Trinidad and St. Vincent, and other 
places. They are already averaging over 80 in 
attendance. 
 As a church planter, Pastor Ganesh focuses 
on evangelism, but he feels his real gift is 
developing leaders to take over so he can move 

on. He is constantly training workers even 
though he is also preparing for his ordination 
through FLAME (modular) classes. Like Pastor 
Graham, Himschan Ganesh does not accept 
a salary. They were able to plant the church 
without outside financial subsidies, but they 
are grateful for musical instruments and a 
sound system provided by the district. Pastor 
Ganesh wants to plant a daughter church 
within five years and could see himself leading 
that or perhaps doing missionary work in yet 
another country in a few years.
 There are other great urban ministry 
stories in the Penn-Jersey District: Coney 
Island, Newark, Philadelphia, Upper Darby, 
and many others. But we are already seeing an 
important pattern. Urban ministries in a large 
city, especially in lower class or lower middle 
class areas, cannot depend upon salaried 
professionals to do most or all the ministry. 
Financial resources are scarce, but the more 
important resources are people and prayers. 
It takes vision and leadership to build great 
ministry around volunteer service. Then, when 
people are trained and released for ministry, 
great things can multiply. In Brooklyn and 
Queens, the example of self-support and 
volunteerism runs deep, beginning with 
Anthony Graham. With that vision caught by 
most of the members, seemingly everyone is 
finding something to do for Jesus! 

COMMUNITY HOUSE 
OF PRAYER

HIMSCHAN GANESH
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he tornadoes in Oklahoma 
on May 20 and May 31 killed 
fifty people. They severely 
damaged or destroyed 

over 12,000 homes. Devastation from the 
Moore tornado alone goes on for seventeen 
miles. It has a powerful effect on anyone 
encountering it.

Wesleyan churches from at least twenty 
different districts have sent or are sending 
teams of volunteers to help. Twenty-three 
Wesleyan districts are represented among 
those who have been donating to the 
Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund. 

• 46 churches have sent teams so far
 with over 400 different people.
• 25 churches are scheduled to come
 with over 300 more people.
• California, Colorado, Florida,
 Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
 Maryland, Missouri, Michigan,
 Nebraska, New York, North
 Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma,
 Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
 South Dakota, Texas, and
 Wisconsin teams have come.

 We are providing assistance at the 
sites of over 200 severely damaged or 
destroyed homes, completing the work 
at one-third of those sites so far. The 
work has included helping victims search 
through debris for belongings of value, 
doing temporary roof repair, shoveling 
and raking, tree and stump removals, 
complete home demolitions, cleaning  
lots to the curb, concrete slab removal, 
and many other physical tasks. It has  
also involved providing emotional 
and spiritual ministry, listening to and 
praying with victims, and providing 
encouragement. 
 The teams are made more effective 
with leadership from Poured-Out 
Ministries, led by Wesleyan ordained 
minister Steve Adams. Steve is a certified 
disaster relief coordinator with fifteen 
years of experience, and Poured-Out 
brought a caravan of people, trucks, and 
equipment from their headquarters in 
Michigan. Heavy equipment such as an 
excavator is rented on-site.
 May Avenue Wesleyan Church in 
Oklahoma City serves as the staging area 
for the teams. It has been managed by 
Pastor Nathan Hedge as they have often 
hosted seventy volunteers per night. 
A nearby Lutheran church helps with 
overflow bedding and feeding assistance. 
To schedule your team to serve, contact 
oklahoma@poured-out.org.

loCal teams
KeeP volunteerS 

encouraged & fed 

team members
Share hoPe

and counSeling

FamIlIes
receive new hoPe
in chriSt’S name

Donors
enable the miniStry 

to continue...

T
Watch Video 1
 www.wesleyan.org/videos

Donate to Relief Fund
 www.wesleyan.org/emergency_relief
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 Teams are discovering that God’s 
grace is flowing in all directions. Not 
only are they making a difference by 
sharing the love of Christ with needy 
people, but they are also blessed. Their 
own faith and zeal for ministry are 
enlarged. You can’t see and do something 
like this and not be changed. 
 Rev. Hedge loves it that his own 
four children (ages 5-10) are coming in 
contact with so many wonderful people. 
He stated, “The volunteers have been so 
great and quickly become like a part of 
our family. It saddens us to see them go, 
but then another team comes in and the 
process starts all over again. We had over 
a hundred people in the field yesterday.”
 The Wesleyan Church, with just the 
motivation of loving hurting people, is 
seeing a reservoir of good will developing 
and more people interested in Christ.
The leaders and volunteers on-site 
have expressed deep gratitude for the 
donations that are making their way to 
Oklahoma City and Moore. At press 
time, $95,000 had come through the 
denomination’s relief fund and the Tri-
State District had received about $23,000 
going to the same ministry. 

 Some churches have sent or 
brought other kinds of tangible 
support. Heritage Wesleyan Church 
in Rock Island, Ill., organized a 
full semi-trailer load of tools and 
supplies, which has been extremely 
helpful and also shared with others. 
Southern Wesleyan University and 
the South Carolina District have also 
sent a semi-trailer loaded with over 
10,000 needed items. Mountain View 
Wesleyan Church in Colorado has 
provided their commercial food trailer 
to complement the church kitchens, a 
tremendous help.
 The financial support provides 
so many things that are needed for 
the volunteer teams to do their jobs 
and give a helping hand to victims of 
the storm. Hedge pointed out, “Our 
volunteer structure provides huge 
leverage—the funds go a long way and 
we can empower the teams as long as 
support continues. The best way to give 
at this point is through the Wesleyan 
Emergency Relief Fund. 100% of 
it comes here and provides what is 
needed to keep the teams in the field 
helping and ministering to people.”

Our volunteer structure 
provides huge leverage – 
the funds go a long way

Watch Video 2
 www.wesleyan.org/videos

Rev. Nathan Hedge (R) 
discusses assitance at 
home site

Rev. Max Colaw, Tri-State District 
Superintendent (R) with church 
planter Rev. Dylan Cole

Opportunity 

amidst tragedy 
by Max Colaw
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 My heart was warmed as our three 
Wesleyan churches in the metro area 
immediately seized the opportunity to 
minister. They understood that they had 
been placed here “for such a time as this” 
and were determined to make an impact 
for Christ as they began to help people 
dig out, clean up, and rebuild.
 Strategically located, the Oklahoma 
City May Avenue Church, an urban, 
multi-ethnic church, went to work. Lay 
leaders took the lead at first while Pastor 
Nathan Hedge was returning from an 
out-of-state funeral. They opened their 
doors and made the facilities into a 
staging site for the many volunteers who 
were starting to pour into the area to 
offer assistance. 
 Pastor Nathan returned and has 
served as an incredibly effective on-
site coordinator for the staging efforts. 
Electrician Casey McDermott installed 
power in the parking lot for all the 
trailers that were starting to arrive. 
LuAnn Kelly, a trustee at the church, 
gathered lost pets, cared for them, and 
transported them to a triage center where 
they could be reunited with their owners.
 The Norman Wesleyan Church, 
led by Pastor Dylan Cole, provided 
volunteers including Daisy Chavez. Daisy 
was an experienced restaurant manager 
who had just been laid off. But her skills 
and contacts enabled her to set up and 
operate a kitchen that has been helping 
to feed countless relief workers. 
 Dylan is also planting a new 
congregation, Foundation Church, in 
the area. Through his connections as a 
hospice chaplain, he assembled a team 
of counselors to offer emotional and 
spiritual help to the many who have been 
traumatized by the disaster. 
 Steve Adams, another ordained 
minister in The Wesleyan Church, is 
founder of Poured-Out Ministries, a 
disaster support and relief ministry 
based in Michigan. Steve flew in quickly 
to meet with the pastors and laity of the 
three churches. Steve, a certified disaster 

relief coordinator, also connected with 
government officials and other non-
government organizations and made 
an overall assessment of the role of 
Poured-Out. Within a few days, a whole 
caravan of Poured-Out trucks and heavy 
equipment and personnel was in place at 
the May Avenue staging area.
 In an effort to keep people informed, 
organized, and encouraged, Terri Busch, 
wife of Pastor Mark Busch of Ponca City’s 
Brookfield Avenue Wesleyan Church, 
set up the “Wesleyans for Oklahoma” 
Facebook page [www.facebook.com/
groups/wesleyansforoklahoma].
 In addition to sending volunteer 
teams, Wesleyans from all across the 
Church have given generously to 
make sure the relief efforts are funded. 
Opening envelopes with money and 
notes, my wife Ruth Ann asked me to 
come into her office. A large check had 
been sent to help defray the costs for May 
Avenue to serve as the staging center. 
That was exciting. But other envelopes 
had as little as $1.00 in them, and notes 
like the following:  

In the face of one of the largest disasters 
to strike the heartland of America, Jesus 
is taking our efforts, great and small, and 
using them to transform lives. And while 
the fatalities are tragic and the property 
loss is mind-boggling, the greatest need 
of humanity is to know the love of Christ. 
And so, in this broken and hurting 
community, we pray that the Spirit of the 
living Christ will be seen in us: listening, 
crying, praying, giving, and serving.

This is opening a way for Wesleyan 
churches to impact thousands with 
the love and grace of Jesus.

The storm that struck on Monday, May 
20, 2013, scarred the lives of countless 
Oklahomans. Paradoxically, this is opening 
a way for Wesleyan churches to impact 
thousands with the love and grace of Jesus.
 The historic EF-5 tornado devastated 
a huge swath of the Oklahoma City metro 
area, especially the city of Moore. Along 
with another set of tornados 11 days 
later, 50 people lost their lives. But the 
Moore tornado alone caused more than 
two billion dollars of damage, destroying 
several thousand homes, schools, and 
businesses along a 17 mile route that was 
over a mile wide. 
 Within hours, messages and calls 
poured in from across the nation and 
even overseas. “Are you OK?” “How are 
the churches?” “Did anyone from our 
Wesleyan family get hurt?” (We can praise 
God that all were spared from death 
and personal injury.) But then, the next 
question was, “What can we do to help?’

Poured-Out Ministries provides tremendous 
assistance to devastated homeowners, and 
shares the love of Jesus Christ.

“Sorry we could not give much 
because we are a struggling 
family with a three-year-
old. But we wanted to give a 
little to help the families out 
in Oklahoma that are going 
through rougher times.” 

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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(The other two were Hurricane Sandy and the Moore, Oklahoma tornado.) 
The flood waters have abated in Mozambique, but the lost crops, livestock, 
homes, and possessions brought a hunger and health crisis to the Gaza and 
Zambezia Provinces. Through the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund, North 
American churches compassionately gave $132,000, which has helped lift 
the spirits and lives of literally thousands of the displaced.
  In addition to all of the personal losses, several Wesleyan churches 
were destroyed. These churches, some built with traditional methods 
including use of sun-baked mud blocks, were not able to survive. Two 
churches are being rebuilt in Zambezia Province, but further south, many 
of the displaced Wesleyans have decided to relocate into new areas of the 
Gaza and Maputo Provinces. 
 The emergency funds are being used according to prayerful planning 
by National Superintendent Rev. Graça Nhathelo and the national board. 

First, $35,000 has been used for purchase 
of food and medicine supplies that have 
been distributed to the most needy in the 
displaced communities. In the capital city of 
Maputo, many truckloads of relief supplies 
were purchased and hauled northward in a 
carefully managed operation.
 Remarkably, the Mozambique church 

leaders chose to use $60,000 to fund six church construction “starter packs” 
at $10,000 each. These will ensure that the new churches will be constructed 
in a way that can survive future floods, if necessary, with concrete 
foundations, cement blocks, and reinforcement. The special assistance is 
appropriate, because, although the members will do all they can to build 
their churches, they are also trying to rebuild their own homes and lives. 
The rebuilding of the churches could take years without the starter packs.
 Two of the rebuilding projects are in Zambezia Province far to the 
north. The churches there are in strategic locations: one next to the national 
main road, for example. The other four starter packs will be used to plant 
churches in entirely new towns: two in the Maputo Province, one in Xai-Xai 
District, and one in Chihaquelane (Gaza Province) where so many of the 
refugees from the inundated city of Chokwe have chosen to resettle. 

“The new churches will be 
constructed in a way that 
can survive future floods.”

Thus, the gospel, new church plants, and 
water wells are coming to at least four 
towns that did not have these things before. 

by Kerry Kind
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 Because the new sites are away from the rivers, water is scarce. 
But along with the starter packs, the leaders are also allocating 
funds for four World Hope International wells to be drilled for 
$8,500 each in the new church locations. In Mozambique, having 
a clean water well in a village can mean an enormous difference 
in the quality of life and health of the inhabitants. Villagers (often 
children) can walk miles to carry water every day, and surface 
water is easily contaminated.
 Two new wells are already completed, and three of the 
churches are under construction, with sites being prepared for the 
others. Thus, the gospel, new church plants, and water wells are 
coming to at least four towns that did not have these things before. 
 In Acts 8, verses 1 and 4, it states, “On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea 
and Samaria. Those who 
had been scattered preached 
the word wherever they 
went.” God did not cause the 
persecution, but he used the 
scattering of the believers to 
spread  the gospel.
 In Mozambique, 
many Christians have been 
displaced and driven into 
new areas because of the 
flooding. Although natural 
disasters happen in a fallen 
world, God continues to 
meet his people where they 
are and he helps carry them 
through hardship and loss. 
In addition, we see him 
using the dispersion to offer 
living water as several new 
churches are being planted 
and the Word of God 
continues to reach  
new towns. 

 At these new locations, land is difficult to come by. But 
because of the active role The Wesleyan Church has taken in 
providing relief assistance and water wells, grateful government 
officials are applying for land to be assigned for churches, and our 
leaders are hopeful of the results. Once again, the generosity of the 
givers is being multiplied.
 Missionary Orai Lehman writes, “Please convey to the entire 
Wesleyan constituency the deep appreciation of the community 
leaders and government officials of the Gaza Province, along with 
the thanksgiving of all the members of The Wesleyan Church 
of Mozambique for the generous response. It is really making a 
tremendous difference in the lives of the people who have lost so 
much in the 2013 floods.”

Thus, the gospel, new church plants, and 
water wells are coming to at least four 
towns that did not have these things before. 
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minded Wesleyans from twenty districts 
gathered with more than 5,000 other 
leaders from across North America, 
and momentum in the movement 
of church multiplication could truly 
be felt. CMAD’s (Wesleyan Church 
Multiplication and Discipleship) 
Nitrogen, WIF (Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation), and Wesley Seminary 
all teamed up to rally and empower 
this year’s fantastic crew of leaders 
to engage in the North American 
conversation of church multiplication. 
Exponential provided a powerful 
experience of interacting with the best 
and brightest thinkers, practitioners, and 
communicators from around the world. 
 While the conference itself had 
plenty of horsepower, the greatest source 
of the momentum for our movement 
was the cross-pollination that took place 

hat do you get when you 
increase the mass and 
speed of an object? The 

answer is momentum.  I used to be a 
high school physics teacher and taught 
many young minds about momentum 
and the principles of objects being set 
in motion. While being a high school 
teacher and coach was a fun season in 
my life, teaching about the momentum 
of objects is nothing like experiencing it 
personally amidst a gathering of radical, 
movement-minded church-planters, 
pastors, and leaders! 
 Six years ago, eight Wesleyan 
planters attended the most significant 
church multiplication conference in 
the world: Exponential. Last year, 
the momentum had picked up to 40 
planters and leaders from nine districts 
attending. This year, 140 movement-

within our group. Wesleyan district 
leaders, pastors, and planters engaged 
in a thick ministry-formation culture 
in which they shared the great stories 
of their lives, churches, and community 
transformations that are happening 
right now.  
 The Exponential conference is a 
strategic event in the annual calendar 
of church multiplication that takes each 
spring and will be followed up this 
fall on November 6-8, 2013, with our 
own event called the Summit. With all 
the momentum building, this year’s 
Summit will take the shape of our own 
North American Church Multiplication 
Conference of The Wesleyan Church. 
Watch for more information in the 
months to come to hear how you can 
become a part of the movement.

by Phil Struckmeyer

they shared the great 
stories of their lives, 

churches, and community 
transformations that are 

happening right now. 

IN THE MOVEMENT

WW
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          THE CRY OF
MILWAUKEE

Vision

by Jason Butler

I had no idea 
what I was 
getting into  
when Wisconsin District Superintendent Dan 
Bickel asked me to plant a new Wesleyan church 
in Milwaukee. I agreed and began putting into 
place my plan to plant a church that would attract 
urban hipsters. We’d have amazing worship, lots of 
skinny jeans, even more dark rimmed glasses, and 
I would catapult into stardom as the “Next Best 
Pastor.” This was my dream and I quickly learned 
that it was not God’s dream. 
 I had been listening to the cry of my own 
heart–the cry for success, accumulation, and 
recognition. My ears needed to be recalibrated, 
retuned to hear the cry that God hears. 

As the new adventure of 

church planting crashed 

in on itself, I can vividly 

remember a life-changing 

moment where I began 

hearing other cries.

 I stood before the shards of my broken 
dreams and I was reminded of God’s words to 
Moses, “I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering. So I have come down to 
rescue them . . .” These are some of the most 
important words in Scripture because they 
reveal that God does indeed hear the cries of the 
oppressed. 
 God hears them, but do we? 

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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 I began to hear the cries of the suffering in Milwaukee, and 
I haven’t been able to unhear them since. Jesus called me to lay 
down my dreams and follow him into the deepest parts of my 
city to bring rescue and reconciliation. Thus began the story of 
Transformation City Church.
 Milwaukee is the fourth poorest city in America. The 
education system is one of the worst: it has the lowest third-grade 
reading scores in the nation. The zip in which our church is located 
has the same infant mortality rate as Botswana, Africa. We are the 
most segregated large city in the U.S.
 Our city is crying out because of its oppression. The central 
city poverty is unlike any other poverty. It is the place where 
injustice, isolation, fear, violence, and anger form a concentration 
of densely-populated suffering unlike any other place. 
 BUT, we believe that the message of Jesus has something to 
say to the modern-day Pharaoh of oppression. God is raising up a 
generation of followers to launch into the hard work of justice and 
compassion, to stand up to systems of oppression and declare, “Let 
God’s people go!” 
 This is our call at Transformation City Church (TCC): to 
stand against the systems of injustice, to disciple others into this 
prophetic ministry, and to proclaim the powerful message of the 
resurrected Jesus that brings life and hope to people now and  
for eternity. 
 There are many ways to do urban ministry that are 
wonderfully clothed in the beauty of Christ’s grace. But ours begins 
with the radical call of relocation: to change one’s proximity to 
suffering. Our natural inclination is to stay away, but we believe 
the example of Jesus through the Incarnation is to move towards 
suffering. We call Christians to move into the city, to support 
ministry in the city, or help an under-resourced teenager or child 
who is having trouble in school. 

 In the past two years, we have seen thirty people from our 
church move into under-resourced neighborhoods in the city. 
We also founded a non-profit organization called Inhabit, which 
acquires empty homes in hurting neighborhoods and recruits 
Christians to live in these homes, build relationships, and invest 
themselves there. These are urban missionaries whose first task  
is simple: live with the people, listen to the people, and love  
the people. 
 The relationships that have been built by these “relocators” 
allowed us to establish weekly mentoring and tutoring 
relationships with over eighty kids in the city. It has brought 
people to know Jesus. And it has begun the hard work of 
breaking down the walls of division and hate. 
 Human trafficking and child sexual slavery is a big problem 
in the city. It took over eighteen months, but TCC established a 
coalition of churches called Exploit No More. The mission of this 
Christ-centered ministry is to open a safe house for local victims 
of underage sexual exploitation and human trafficking. 
 We have fought against foreclosures, helped people get 
jobs, opened a clothing exchange, stood up for those who 
have no voice in the political arena, and much more. Today 
we are considering the possibility of helping people start small 
businesses through micro-financing. And we are continually 
talking about ways to improve the educational system. 
 The work of justice is long and hard. Systems of oppression 
don’t easily crumble. It can be dangerous work. But over and over 
again, we have seen God work. When we are living out God’s 
dream for people, standing up to evil, and taking the risk of 
following Jesus in the city, we have seen very clearly that: 
 Pharaoh, you don’t have the last word. Jesus does! 

Our natural inclination is to stay away, but 
we believe the example of Jesus through the 

Incarnation is to move towards suffering.

More Stories Online
 How God spoke to rural pastor Mark Wilson in Milwaukee
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t doesn’t take 
long for a 
visitor to the 
inner city of 

Oakland, California, 
to realize hope there 
is elusive. 

 The schools are broken and 
dropping out seems like a more 
viable option. Some move away 
to find a better life. The police 
department has been so notorious 
for corruption that it is currently 
under the conservatorship of 
the federal government. The 
city of Oakland has flirted with 
bankruptcy for years and scandal 
among elected officials appears 
common. In Dr. Lawrence 
VanHook’s neighborhood, over 
75 percent of the children live in 
single parent families. 
 In spite of the hopelessness 
that can be seen in many tired 
faces, VanHook is encouraged. His 
constant enthusiasm may seem 
illogical, until one understands 
the source. God has placed his call 
and his enablement on his life. 
His church, Community Christian 
Church for Christ (CCCC), offers 
light to a neighborhood where 
crime and poverty are epidemic. 
One challenge is discerning the 
fine line between welcoming 

someone with love and creating boundaries for 
those who could bring harm to his people. 
 “Urban ministry in Oakland is pitiful, 
yet pivotal, to the kingdom of God,” said Dr. 
VanHook. He has been pastor of the church for 
the past 11 years, and they have been at their 
current location for 2½ years. CCCC consists 
of a mix of African-Americans, Latinos, 
and Caucasians. “God has placed me here 
where the pain is thick with crime, poverty, 
and lack of education,” said VanHook, also 
a community college professor. “But it gets 
better by God working through us to make 
a difference.” At present, one ministry of the 
church that is making a difference is a meal 
program. Twice a week, CCCC provides a free 
lunch for those who need food, no questions 
asked. Each time, the 50-60 men, women, and 
children–most of whom are homeless–arrive 
on bicycles or pushing grocery carts. 
 Gradually, Dr. VanHook sees the eternal 
difference his church is making. Too often, 
tragedy strikes. The pastor noted that he 
recently “dealt with another homicide within 

my church family.” A 15-year-old boy was the 
latest victim of gunfire. A dozen of the relatives 
attend CCCC. Dr. VanHook has learned how 
important it is that the church be there to 
minister to hurting souls at these times. 
 Rape, abandonment, incest, molestation, 
abuse, domestic violence: these are some of the 
grave issues many of the CCCC people have 
endured. As new people come into contact 
with the church, Dr. VanHook focuses on 
two important needs: giving them hope while 
helping them to live more productive lives. 
They intersect with Jesus through the gospel 
message while they are developing into more 
productive citizens of society and the kingdom 
of God.
  “We walk alongside people. We 
keep preaching the gospel. We provide 
a community of faith and support and 
practical development. And we expect to see 
signs of personal transformation.” said Dr. 
VanHook. The worship service averages 80-90 
attendees, but many people who have been 
given hope and choices move on to healthier 
communities.  
 VanHook trains seasoned Christians and 
enlists them to help disciple the new believers. 
He is encouraged that 27 new believers have 
been baptized within the last year. 
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Story

 Dr. VanHook remarked upon the importance of the decision 
that brought the CCCC into The Wesleyan Church in 2011. He 
is grateful for Wesleyan leaders who have come alongside them. 
A district grant, a Wesleyan Investment Foundation loan, and 
remodeling by Faith Legacy Church in Sacramento all helped 
make their new facility possible. 
 A fun-loving person, Dr. VanHook did not object when his 
friends and family hosted a huge 50th birthday party for him in 

March, 2013. The church family attended as well as hundreds 
of invited community residents, city and state officials, college 
professors, and denominational representatives. A Christian 
comedian provided entertainment, as did well-known recording 
artist M.C. Hammer. A friend of the pastor, Hammer hopes 
to work together with VanHook to open a school. The party 
actually provided many opportunities to meet new people and 
open doors of ministry to many. Comedian Steve Harvey is 
associated with successful mentoring programs in several U.S. 
cities, and discussions are under way for VanHook to launch one 
in Oakland in conjunction with Fathers’ Day next year. 
 Workers and finances are hard to come by when apathy 
toward urban poverty and fear of crime-ridden neighborhoods 
seems to permeate the wider culture. “Many people don’t know 
what they can do, so they often do nothing,” said VanHook. He 
knows that prayer, love, workers, and resources all go hand-in-
hand and are gravely needed to minister. But what is needed 
most of all is a deep conviction in churches everywhere that 
God weeps for the cities and is calling all of us to have a role in 
God’s response. 
 VanHook leads with a promise of hope in his Oakland 
neighborhood, not “doom and gloom.” When the church first 
moved into the neighborhood, many buildings were barred and 
boarded up. But he and his church members made the decision 
to be a bright light in the area and declared that “where we live 
we are going to model something different.” So they dismantled 
the window bars on the church, helping to break down barriers. 
Because of many such actions that build trust, lives are being 
transformed, one life at a time. 
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On May 21 the Indiana Wesleyan 
University Board of Trustees announced 
the election of Dr. David W. Wright as the 
ninth president in the university’s 93-year 
history, amidst great acclaim. 

 IWU Board Chair Dr. Carl Shepherd remarked, “Dr. Wright 
is both deeply rooted in the Wesleyan tradition and far-reaching 
in his vision as an educational entrepreneur. We look forward 
to his blending these strengths to help us navigate the rapidly 
changing nature of American higher education.”
 As IWU’s first provost and chief academic officer, Wright 
helped develop Wesley Seminary, the School of Nursing, the 
School of Health Sciences initiative, the Ron Blue Institute for 
Financial Planning, and the “National Conversations: A Series of 
Civil Dialogs About Society’s Wellbeing.”
 Earlier in his 16-year career at IWU, Wright led the 
university’s entry into online education and initiated the regional 
campus strategy that helped IWU become Indiana’s largest 
private university. He exhibits a deep commitment to the church 
and to Christ-centered higher education. 
 Wright grew up in the Philippines. His parents, Wayne and 
Virginia Wright, were Wesleyan missionaries who spent two 
decades in the field. His father became General Director of 
World Missions for The Wesleyan Church.
 After graduating in Christian ministries from IWU (at that  
time, Marion College) in 1977, he married Helen Cox, a nursing 
graduate from his class. He and Helen have two daughters and 
three grandchildren.
 Wright is an ordained Wesleyan minister who was pastor of 
two churches in Indiana. In the 1980s, he was mission director 
for Wesleyan World Missions in Haiti where he trained pastors, 
teaching in French and Haitian Creole. In the early 1990s, 
while the Wrights were serving as missionaries in Birmingham, 
England, Wright taught ministerial courses at the Wesleyan Bible 
Institute at Selly Oak Colleges. More recently, Wright served a 
span of three years as dean of the School of Theology at Azusa 
Pacific University. 
 “David Wright possesses a radical intelligence 
cloaked in stately humility,” declared one colleague. 
Wright’s “radical intelligence” has kept IWU aware, and able 
to take advantage, of the most important opportunities for a 

Christian university seeking to serve its students in the 
best ways possible.
 Wright earned the Doctor of Philosophy in 
Education Policy Studies from the University of 
Kentucky and a Master of Arts in Biblical Studies from 
George Fox University (Western Evangelical Seminary). 
 Wright succeeds President Henry L. Smith, who 
retired on June 30, 2013.

  Wright NAMED TO

IWU PRESIDENCY

News

DR.WRIGHT IS BOTH 
DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE 
WESLEYAN TRADITION 
AND FAR-REACHING IN HIS 
VISION AS AN EDUCATIONAL 
ENTREPRENEUR.

Watch Video
 www.wesleyan.org/videos
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12stone© Church celebrates 25 years 
of ministry at Gwinnett Arena
 

Over 11,000 people attended the 25th 
anniversary of ministry for 12Stone® 
Church on May 17 in Lawrenceville, 
Ga. The celebration took place at 
Gwinnett Arena, where attendees 
laughed, worshiped, reflected on God’s 
goodness, and set their minds and hearts 
for the future. A high-energy montage 
of memories and music kicked off 
the evening, followed by well-known 
Christian comedian, Tim Hawkins, who 
headlined the pre-show.
 One of the most poignant moments 
in the evening came when John Maxwell 
spoke about transferring the dream God 
had given him for a leadership center 
anchored in a local church to Pastor 
Kevin Myers and 12Stone® Church. 
With that dream he passed on a brick 
salvaged from John Wesley’s Chapel in 
London, England, that had been gifted 
to him.

Inspiring
Bold Crossings

Hispanic 
Wesleyans 
rejuvenated at 
Renuevo 2013
On June 7-8, 2013, Southern Wesleyan 
University welcomed nearly 600 people 
for Renuevo 2013 on its campus located 
in Central, South Carolina. Renuevo, 
which means “renewal,” is an annual 
event orchestrated by Wesleyan Hispanic 
Ministries to unify leaders and churches 
to build a stronger Wesleyan identity. 
Dr. Jim Dunn, executive director of the 
Church Multiplication and Discipleship 
Division, welcomed them and thanked 
the pastors for their intensive labors.
 The group worshipped God with 
the guidance of Dr. Gabriel Salguero, 
president of the National Latino 
Evangelical Coalition. Dove award 
winner Charlie Buitrago and the Luz 
y Salvacion Band led worship services 
throughout the weekend. 

Photo Gallery
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University serves a city
More than two hundred students and staff of 
Kingswood University in Sussex, New Brunswick, 
participated in Serve Saint John on April 3. 
Throughout the last year Kingswood has focused 
on the theme, “To Know and Be Known by God 
. . . To Know and Be Known in Community.” The 
university’s “hands-on” ministry has centered 
mainly on Kingswood’s own backyard, every home 
in the town of Sussex. Students and staff have 
delivered free cookies, conducted prayer walks, 
and given out the JESUS film. Then, “To Know 
and Be Known in the Community” culminated 
in serving the city of Saint John. Saint John’s 
mayor, His Worship Mel Norton, an alumnus of 
Kingswood University, personally thanked the 
participants for their day of service to the city. 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
SETS RECORD GIVING, 
SECOND YEAR RUNNING
 
Gifts to Houghton College in 2012-
2013 exceeded all past giving records. 
Between June 1, 2012 and May 31, 
2013, the total amount of gifts for 
capital projects and endowments was 
a record-breaking $12.5 million. This 
surpasses the record of $10.33 million 
set the previous year. The two-year 
total of over $22.8 million given to 
Houghton is more than the previous 
five years combined. Total gifts to the 
Houghton College Student Scholarship 
Fund also met and exceeded the 
annual $1 million goal specific to that 
fund for the second year in a row. 

READ FULL NEWS STORIES
ONLINE AT WESLEYAN.ORG

OKWU STAFFER NAmED 
BARTLESVILLE YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL OF THE 
YEAR 
 
In May, the Bartlesville (Oklahoma) 
Chamber of Commerce nominated 
Courtney Soland, a member of 
Young Professionals of Bartlesville, 
the Young Professional of the Year, 
and gave her the Rising Star Award. 
Courtney was born and raised 
in Bartlesville and attended the 
University of Oklahoma, where she 
received a degree in psychology. She 
has worked for Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University for three years in 
enrollment services and now serves 
as the department director. 

(R) Courtney Soland 
accepts award

$5 mILLION-DOLLAR 
GIFT LEADS TO NEW IWU 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Indiana Wesleyan University received 
a $5 million gift agreement to help 
develop a new principal academic 
unit for the University: the DeVoe 
School of Business. The gift comes 
from the family of James F. DeVoe, 
Sr., a one time Grant County, Indiana, 
resident who owned DeVoe Chevrolet. 
DeVoe later became the founder of 
J.D. Byrider, a nationwide franchise of 
used car dealerships.
 In March 2006, DeVoe’s life was 
cut tragically short as a result of a 
private plane crash in Melbourne, 
Florida. DeVoe’s wife, Andrea (Andy), 
along with her family, wished to 
honor her husband’s memory. Dr. 
David Wright, now President of the 
university, stated, “This generous 
gift will give IWU the opportunity 
to pursue the creation of a premier 
Christian business school, one built on 
our university’s commitment to bring 
Christian values to the preparation of 
leaders in business and industry.”

News
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Wesleyans forced 
to evacuate homes 
in Colorado’s worst 
fire in history
 
The wildfire that ravaged Colorado’s Black 
Forest just northeast of Colorado Springs 
in June was called the “most destructive 
in state history,” as 16,000 acres were 
scorched and at least 473 homes 
destroyed. The fire also killed two people.
 Four Wesleyan churches are located 
in Colorado Springs. Mountain Plains 
District Superintendent Wesley Smith 
noted that a number of Wesleyan families 
were forced to leave their homes, but 
district leaders don’t believe any of their 
homes were lost.
 Two Wesleyan churches and several 
Wesleyans’ homes were opened to 
house some of the thousands who were 
temporarily displaced. 

George Beverly Shea 
enters eternity
Grammy Award-winning singer and Houghton 
College alumnus Dr. George Beverly Shea went 
to be with the Lord, April 16, 2013, after suffering 
a stroke at the age of 104, in Montreat, North 
Carolina. Shea spent his lifetime blessing millions 
of people around the world with his music. He 
spent much of his career touring with Dr. Billy 
Graham. Dr. Shea has been called a “Gospel 
Music Treasure,” as well as “America’s Beloved 
Gospel Singer.”
 Shea (called “Bev” by his family and friends) 
was born in Winchester, Ontario, and was the son of Wesleyan Methodist 
pastor Rev. Adam J. Shea and Maude Whitney Shea. He grew up singing 
hymns around his family’s table and in his father’s church choir.
 In memory of the time that Shea spent at Houghton and the godly life 
that he led, a public memorial was on display in the Houghton College 
President’s Office in the Luckey Memorial Building. The memorial was 
open to public viewing from April 22 until May 31, 2013. This included the 
life-size portrait of Dr. Shea by Howard Sanden (pictured).

Carol Garlow enters 
heaven’s gates
 
On April 21, Dr. Jim Garlow, lead pastor 
of Skyline Wesleyan Church in La Mesa, 
Calif., reported: “Forty-two years ago, we 
ended our wedding vows with the words, 
‘...until one of us shall place the other in 
the arms of God.’ I just did that.” Carol Jane 
(Luckert) Garlow, 62, fought a courageous 
six-year battle against ovarian cancer. Her 
husband chronicled their journey publicly. 
Thousands of friends followed the news 
and prayed for her.
 An ordained minister in The Wesleyan 
Church, Carol served most recently as 
pastor of prayer at Skyline. Carol attended 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University and 
the University of Oklahoma en route to 
advanced musical training at Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton, N.J., and the 
Manhattan School of Music in New York.
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BRUNK, REV. RICHARD (84)
Rev. Richard Brunk lived in Dunnellon, 
Fla. He pastored in Mississippi. In 
1988, he and his wife, Charlotte, were 
appointed as Wesleyan missionaries to 
Puerto Rico, and they served until 1993. 
He was preceded in death by two sisters 
and a brother. Survivors include his wife, 
one daughter, two sons, nine grandsons, 
and twenty great-grandchildren.

BURGESS, REV. EDSEL (93)
Rev. Edsel Burgess lived in Cowpens, 
S.C. He pastored many years in various 
North Carolina churches. He is survived 
by his wife, Donna, of 60 years. He was 
preceded in death by one son, four 
brothers, and two sisters. Other survivors 
include four sons, two daughters, 21 
grandchildren, and 21 great-

Obituaries
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Wesleyan headquarters staff 
helped revive local church hopes 
 
On March 19 and 20, 2013, 50 employees of The Wesleyan Church 
Headquarters helped with renovations at Baker’s Corner Wesleyan Church 
near Sheridan, Ind. The only church in Baker’s Corner, the congregation is 
led by Rev. Carol Longenecker. The volunteers cleaned, painted, stripped 
wallpaper, installed countertops, and decorated. Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation provided a grant for the supplies, including 33 gallons of paint. 
Rev. Longenecker and the congregation were greatly encouraged by the 
generous assistance and renewed their vision for outreach. 

HARDING RECEIVES 
mITCHELL AWARD
 
Rev. Tom Harding, senior pastor of ALIVE 
Wesleyan Church in Central, S.C., and a 
1991 Southern Wesleyan University (SWU) 
graduate, received the Virgil A. Mitchell 
Excellence in Pastoral Ministry award on 
April 10 at the university’s Central campus. 
Paying tribute to Dr. Mitchell, Harding said, “He was a constant source 
of encouragement and prayer as we began this ministry.” Announcing 
that Harding was this year’s award winner, Bob Black, SWU religion 
professor, said, “He came here to reach spiritually hungry people in 
Pickens County. God has blessed that ministry beyond all expectation.” 

10TH INTERNATIONAL “COmE TO THE WATER” 
CONFERENCE ExPERIENCES HOLY SPIRIT’S 
VISITATION 
 
For 20 years the Wesleyan/Holiness Women Clergy organization has 
convened the international Come to the Water Conference. More than 
460 women clergy gathered for this year’s conference at the YMCA of the 
Rockies in Estes Park (Colorado), April 11-14, 2013. The Wesleyan Church 
was represented with over thirty in attendance.
 Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church, 
reported that following the message of Rev. Joanne Solis-Walker, there 
was an extraordinary outpouring of the Spirit for nearly an hour during 
which all altars were in use, all were praying, no one left the room, and 
spontaneous singing broke out from time to time. All were touched by the 
presence of God.

http://www.stevensworldwide.com/wesleyan
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FOWLER, mARY (80)
Mary Fowler lived in Greensboro, N.C. 
She was the wife of Darl L. Fowler, former 
member of the General Board of The 
Wesleyan Church. He survives, along with 
one daughter, three sons, 12 grandchildren, 
10 great-grandchildren, three sisters, and 
two brothers.

GARLOW, REV. CAROL (62)
Rev. Carol Garlow lived in La Mesa, Calif. 
She served in pastoral leadership alongside 
her husband, Jim, in Oklahoma, New 
Jersey, Kentucky, Texas, and California. 
Survivors include her husband, two 
daughters, two sons, and five grandsons. 

HALL, REV. DOROTHY (82)
Rev. Dorothy Hall lived in Modesto, Calif. 
She served as a missionary nurse in Africa 
and South America for twenty years. She 
also served as a missionary to the Piute 
Indians in Nevada. She was preceded in 
death by eleven siblings. Survivors include 
one sister.  

HUGHES, REV. HUBERT (84) 
Rev. Hubert Hughes lived in Marion, Ind. 
The Wesleyan pastor served churches 
in Nebraska, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Tennessee, Illinois, and Michigan for 53 
years. Rev. Hughes also served on the board 
of trustees at Indiana Wesleyan University. 
His wife, Irma, preceded him in death, as 
did four siblings. Survivors include three 
daughters, four grandchildren, ten great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one brother.  

LATHROP, REV. RICHARD (71)
Rev. Richard Lathrop lived in Crewe, Va. 
He served as pastor of Wesleyan churches 
in the Shenandoah District. He is survived 
by his wife, Betty, two daughters, five 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, 
and one sister.

LELEAR, REV. HENRY (92)
Rev. Henry Lelear lived in Sunnyvale, Calif. 
He pastored Wesleyan churches in New 
York and Pennsylvania and served as an 
evangelist in the U.S., Jamaica, and Haiti. 
Rev. Lelear also taught Bible and pastoral 
training courses at Union Bible College in 
Westfield, Ind. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Mary. One daughter survives. 

mEISENHEImER, REV. FRED (66)
Rev. Fred Meisenheimer lived in Walnut, 
Ill. He pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Kansas, Michigan, and Illinois, most 
recently in Princeton, Ill.  He was preceded 
in death by one brother. Survivors include 
his wife, Carolyn, four daughters, one son, 
19 grandchildren, two brothers, and one 
sister. 

mITCHELL, REV. HARRY (85) 
Rev. Harry Mitchell lived in High Point, 
N.C. He served as a Wesleyan minister 
in Virginia and North Carolina. He 
was preceded in death by ten brothers 
and sisters. Survivors include his wife, 
Mildred, one daughter, one son, one 
sister, four grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. 

PETERSON, HELEN WALLACE 
WEAVER (96)
Helen Wallace Weaver Peterson lived 
in Huntersville, N.C., at the time of her 
death. A God’s Bible School (Cincinnati) 
graduate, Helen did home missions work in 
the 1940s on the Florida Panhandle, using 
her voice and accordion to honor God. She 
was preceded in death by her first husband, 
Frederick Weaver. She later married Luther 
Peterson who also preceded her in death. 
Survivors include two sons, one brother, 
one sister, five grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Rev. John 
Basham 
(84)

Rev. John Basham lived in Hobe Sound, 
Fla. He served as a Wesleyan pastor for 42 
years at churches in Kentucky and Indiana. 
For 35 years he served as president of Fern 
Creek Wesleyan Camp Association. He 
was a missionary in Taiwan for four years 
and also served as acting president of Hobe 
Sound Bible College. Survivors include 
Dorothy, his wife of 62 years, two sons, two 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and 
four brothers. 

BLACK, SUE (99) 
Sue Black lived in Clemson, S.C. She served 
in pastoral ministry with her late husband, 
Watson, for 33 years. She also served 
alongside Watson while he served as district 
superintendent of the North Carolina 
West District of The Wesleyan Church. 
She served with the Women’s Missionary 
Society as well. Watson, a sister, and brother 
all preceded her in death. Survivors include 
two sons, five grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

EDDY, ARLENE (89)
Arlene Eddy lived in Oro Valley, Ariz. She 
served as a missionary with The Wesleyan 
Church in Sierra Leone alongside her 
husband, Rev. Edward Eddy. The couple 
also served together in pastoral ministry 
and as staff associates with the Billy Graham 
Crusade. Survivors include her husband, 
three daughters, six grandchildren, and nine 
great-grandchildren. 
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WALLER, REV. LEONARD, JR. 
(48)
Rev. Leonard Waller, Jr., lived in Oblong, Ill., 
where he was pastor of Oblong Wesleyan 
Church.  He pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Illinois and Indiana for 27 years. Survivors 
include his wife, Marilyn, one son, two 
daughters, one granddaughter, three 
brothers, his parents, and a grandmother. 

WENSEL, LINDA (66)
Linda Wensel lived in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
She served as a member of the District Board 
of Administration of the Penn-Jersey District 
as well as a delegate to General Conference. 
She also filled a vacancy of the Board of 
Trustees for Kingswood University (while it 
was still Bethany Bible College) in Sussex, 
New Brunswick. Survivors include her 
husband, David, her parents, two daughters, 
two sisters, six grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild. 

ZERBY, REV. EUGENE (89)
Rev. Eugene Zerby lived in Tucson, Ariz. He 
pastored churches in New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Arizona, dating back to 
the Pilgrim Holiness Church. One brother 
preceded him in death. Survivors include his 
wife, Florence, three daughters, one sister, 
five grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandchild.

PURCELL, LOUELLA (92)
Louella Purcell lived in Overland Park, Kan. 
She was preceded in death by her husband 
of nearly 67 years, Rev. Edward K. Purcell, 
with whom she served as a Wesleyan 
missionary to Suriname, South America, 
and Curacao, Netherlands Antilles. Later 
she served alongside him as the pastoral 
couple in Wesleyan churches in Indiana, 
Michigan, Colorado, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
and Missouri. She is survived by two 
sons, two daughters, 12 grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren, and two great-great-
grandchildren.

RILEY, REV. 
GARY (48)
Rev. Gary Riley 
lived in Gas City, 
Ind., where he was 
pastor of Southside 
Wesleyan Church. 
He had served 25 
years as a pastor in 
Indiana, including 
at four Wesleyan 
churches. He was 

preceded in death by his parents. Survivors 
include his wife, Susan, two sons, one 
daughter, two brothers, and one sister. 

RINKENBERG, REV. ROBERT (88)
Rev. Robert Rinkenberg lived in Westfield, 
Ind. He pastored Sheridan Wesleyan Church 
(now Six Points Wesleyan Church) in 
Sheridan, Ind. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and a brother. 

TERRY, REV. RONALD (81) 
Rev. Ronald Terry lived in Troy, N.C. He 
had previously pastored Wesleyan churches 
in Illinois. Rev. Terry was preceded in death 
by his wife, Mary Lou, two sisters, and three 
brothers. Survivors include one daughter, 
one son, two sisters, and four grandchildren. 

WAKLEY, JOYCE (90) 
Joyce Wakley lived in Marion, Ind. She 
served for 37 years at The Wesleyan Church 
World Headquarters as an administrative 
assistant. She was preceded in death by a 
brother and sister.  

Excerpt from: 
The Life of Rev. Orange Scott

“In view of Orange Scott’s whole life, 
I see much to admire. We see him 
rising to a high place in the esteem and 
affections of the Church. We see him 
bearing honor and praise with modesty 
and meekness. [Then,] we see him stand, 
like a rock in the mighty ocean, resisting 
the storm so furiously raised against 
him. Desertion of friends, unceasing 
persecution, attempts to blot his fair 
fame, have no effect on his kindness 
of spirit. Tell him the foul epithets his 
Episcopal brethren cast upon him, — a 
smile plays on his cheeks; he passes it off 
as a matter which the light of eternity 
will set right. I do love Orange Scott 
for his philanthropy, his forbearance 
towards his enemies. In view of his 
talents, his virtues, his steady adherence 
to principle, they have my leave to call 
me a Scottite. I do not think it degrading 
to follow such a man.”

Seth Sprague, Jr. Duxbury, 
Dec. 5, 1843.
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