
JESUS film
debuts in Cuba

Adventures 
of a church 
planter

Lakota rising
to the Great Spirit

Phill Tague: 
“being the gospel” is

SETTING
CAPTIVES
FREE

Wesleyanlifeonline.com  /  WINTER 2013

http://www.Wesleyanlifeonline.com


http://www.swu.edu


The Magazine of The Wesleyan Church

No greater love

A child’s heart

Setting captives free

News and 
information

The call of God

Adventures of a church planter

Jesus for Cuba

Hope comes after the Sandy ruin

A generation following

MyChurch

Lakota rising

28

31

14

32

04

26

05

08

11

12

22

VISIONVISION

STORY

NEWS

FEATURED

TEACHING

05 22JESUS
for Cuba

Adventures 
of a church

planter
Lakota
Rising 26

G
E

T 
C

O
N

N
E

C
TE

D
.

Wesleyanlifeonline.com 
Look for these icons
for bonus PDF media:

@WESLEYANHQ
SCAN QR FOR
PDF MAGAZINE

FACEBOOK.COM/THEWESLEYANCHuRCH

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.twitter.com/wesleyanHQ
http://www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com/magazine/20131
http://www.wesleyan.org/connect


Vision

Jo Anne Lyon
General Superintendent 
The Wesleyan Church

also repenting with all his heart. The 
congregation was stunned, but prayed 
through the tears of this broken man. 
Today, George is an example of a life 
transformed. That whole community 
is seeing changes like this and 
experiencing transformation also.  
The word is out that the city needs 
the church. Our vision:

 This is the very heart of God! 
May we as Wesleyans be the heart 
of God throughout the world. The 
mission statement gives us the how:
….a Spirit-led, praying movement 
called to evangelize and make 
disciples of all people by equipping 
believers, developing leaders, 
multiplying churches, and 
transforming communities.
 It is an incredible honor and 
joy to be a part of the Wesleyan 
movement in these days!

Wesleyan Life (ISSN 0043 289X) is published quarterly, 
free to The Wesleyan Church constituency. Home 
delivery is available for a minimum donation of $15 per 
year U.S./Canadian (overseas $20 U.S. funds, overseas 
airmail $50 U.S. funds).
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Transforming lives, churches, and 
communities through the hope

and holiness of Jesus Christ.
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Vision and mission statements can be 
tucked away and everyone move on as 
before. This is not one of those times.
This is the CALL of GOD upon The 
Wesleyan Church for the 21st century. 
 There was an abundance of passion, 
hope, and excitement in the room as 
the executive cabinet realized the vision 
and mission of the Church are truly 
eternal. This is about people, 
churches, and communities 
making life and death 
decisions. It is about evil 
and good. It is the mystery 
of the Holy Spirit drawing 
people to God. It is about 
the long history of the acts of God. 
 We pondered John Wesley’s mission 
of “Spreading scriptural holiness that 
reforms the nation.” This was in our 
hearts, but how could that be said for 
a 21st century world? Yes, we parsed 
words, got louder at times, and defended 
our positions. Finally, we set it aside for 
several days to pray. 
 The final version reflects the past 
and the future. And indeed, it is not a 
statement to be put away in a drawer 
never to be remembered. 
 I see broken people finding hope in 
Christ. A few months ago George burst 
into the church, falling to the floor near 
the preacher, begging for prayer, and 

http://www.wesleyan.org
mailto:communications@wesleyan.org
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


Story

he elder of the Cuban village 
sat in a comfortable chair on 
his porch, just across the street 
from the church, week after 

week. Privately, he was mildly interested 
in the church but had never gone inside. 
He would smoke a large cigar and listen to 
the singing and the pastor’s message. Many 
others in town also never entered, because 
the elder did not. 

Word spread that on a certain night, a 
movie about Jesus would be shown at the 
church. Surprisingly, whether from some 
unknown cause or perhaps by design, all 
the power in the town was cut off on the 
evening the film was to be shown. But the 
film equipment operated on a battery, so 
it began as scheduled. The elder became 
more curious and for the first time crossed 
the street and entered the church. Other 
people took note and there was a steady 
stream of newcomers slipping into the 
service. Half the crowd that gathered that 
night had never been in the church before. 

It was an important cultural step for the 
whole town, and the pastor was overjoyed! 
After the film, the elder stayed behind. He 
said he had become a “fan” of Jesus. Well, 
that seemed like a great place to start. 

T
JESUS 
      for Cuba

The JESUS Film 
makes it possible 

to aim for 400 new 
churches by 2015.“

by John Connor
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Watch Video
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We have been praying for
years for an evangelistic
tool that would work in
Cuba. Now, this is the
answer to our prayers!

The North American General Conference of The 
Wesleyan Church in June, 2012, announced the public 
launch of Campaign 300 to expand the global JESUS 
Film ministry. The vision of the Wesleyan campaign 
was to grow from 18 teams serving in 10 countries 
to 30 teams in 20 countries and to plant 300 new 
Wesleyan churches by June of 2015. This would require 
raising at least $1.8 million over three years, and 
recruiting, training, and supplying all of the new teams. 
Months ahead of time, Global Partners quietly cast 
this vision and by General Conference time, it seemed 
incredible, but over $1.7 million 
had already been committed. 
During the conference it was 
suddenly announced that 
Cuba would be one of the new 
countries, as permission had 
just been given to show the film 
there. The conference sensed that 
God was on the move. At the 
Sunday morning offering and through commitments 
from district superintendents, another $83,000 was 
raised, this time for the work in Cuba!

In concert with church leaders, new teams were 
trained in Cuba in the fall of 2012. An evangelistic 
plan specific to the culture was conceived. The 
superintendent, moved to unusually strong emotion, 
said, “We have been praying for years for an 
evangelistic tool that would work in Cuba. Now,  
this is the answer to our prayers!” 

Recently, doors have been opening wider for 
previously established churches in Cuba that are 
also known for helping people. The Wesleyan 
Church in Cuba has been active in caring for 
destitute senior citizens and it has helped poor 
people to develop good gardens to address 
nutritional needs. This has been noticed, and the 
new climate that has emerged has been a blessing 
for the mission of the church. 

One result has been that The Wesleyan Church 
was granted one of the first building permits issued 

to any church in 53 years. 
Land was also allocated to 
replace property that had been 
confiscated in the past. The 
church was also approved to 
purchase a good vehicle, for 
which a special government 
permit is required. (Most 
of the cars there date from 

the 1950’s.) Because of the offerings at General 
Conference, funds for a reliable vehicle were in 
hand when a special permit became available, 
meeting a critical need. 

The vision for Campaign 300 seemed expansive, 
but we have since realized it was too small for 
God. Already, in just the first few months we have 
surpassed the goal of training and sending out 
more than 30 teams. When there is a foundation of 
prayer and when we moving with God, sometimes 
it’s hard to keep up! The campaign has enlarged its 
goals, now aiming for 40 teams and 400 churches 
planted by June of 2015. That seems amazing, but 
God’s favor is being seen in so many places; who 
knows what will be next?

Thank you so much for your prayers! 

– John Conner is former director of 
t h e  JESUS Film Partnership. He is 
currently the Pacific area director.
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Pray for God to anoint 

the leaders and direct the

church in Bangladesh to

reach the most densely

populated country in 

the world.

Welcome
The Wesleyan Church 
of Bangladesh
One of the newest members of 

the Global Wesleyan Church

Tirzah Wesleyan Life Ad.indd   1 11/29/12   10:33 AM

Leadership team of The Wesleyan Church 
of Bangladesh with Dr. Jackson

www.globalpartnersonline.org              800.707.7715              globalpartners@wesleyan.org              @gpnow

http://www.globalpartnersonline.org
mailto:globalpartners@wesleyan.org
http://www.okwu.edu
http://www.globalpartnersonline.org
https://twitter.com/gpnow
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Life for many 
residents along 
the United States’ 
East Coast was 
substantially changed 
on October 29, 2012, 
when Hurricane 
Sandy devastated 
millions. 
Hurricanes are more rare on the 
northeastern seaboard than the Gulf 
Coast, but when they do hit, large numbers 
of people are vulnerable to the deadly 
storm surges, perhaps even more so due 
to the high population. The extent of the 
winds was a record, but the most damage 
was caused by the flooding, which was 
greater than any storm other than Katrina. 

Story

HOPE
comes after the

SANDY RUIN
by Tricia Rife

Poured Out 
relief team

Rev. Steve Adams

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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Over 125 people in the U.S. 
lost their lives. Emergency 
requests from affected states 
to deal with damages already 
top $82 billion.

 Millions of survivors have been 
miserable as they lost power for days 
or weeks, and some still don’t have heat 
restored, which is exceedingly hard in 
the winter. A nearly 14-foot storm surge 
at high tide flooded the lower sections of 
New York City, including underground 
transportation and power systems. There 
are at least 300,000 homes in the New 
York boroughs whose flooded basements 
and first stories made them virtually 
uninhabitable, and yet families without 
other options continue to huddle there. 
Lost heating systems and mold-growing 
conditions add to the difficulties. 
 Wesleyan churches and members 
who have experienced dire needs, such 
as those in Brooklyn, Queens, Staten 
Island, and locations in New Jersey 
and Maryland, have benefited from the 
kindness of Wesleyans bringing help. In 
fact, Wesleyans and non-Wesleyans alike 
have experienced great assistance and 
compassion from scores of churches and 
teams that are volunteering. 
 Rev. Ed Torres of Faith Chapel 
Wesleyan Church in Clinton, N.J., has 
served the Penn-Jersey District of The 
Wesleyan Church as overall coordinator 
of relief teams for the New York-New 
Jersey area, and he and his church have 
persistently given time and energy since 
the storm hit. 
 Thousands of Wesleyans and friends 
have donated funds and relief supplies, 
filled tractor-trailers, and personally 
traveled to deliver relief supplies and help 
with clean-up and restoration. 
 People traveling from as far away 
as California are partnering with local 
churches and teams. New Hope Family 
Worship Center in Brooklyn, pastored by 
Dr. Anthony Graham, has served as one 
center for processing supplies and teams. 
A sister evangelical congregation called 

Hope NYC continues to offer its large warehouse facility in Jamaica-
Queens as a key staging location. 
 A steady stream of visitors is still serving meals, sorting through 
donations, and cleaning churches and homes of New York and New 
Jersey. Many volunteers have held the “murkiest” of jobs, including 
cleaning and gutting houses, “mucking out” basements, fixing furnaces, 
hanging drywall, installing sheet rock, ripping out flooring, setting up 
drying equipment, and applying mold-preventative. 
 “Months after Sandy and we are still gutting houses,” said Rev. Torres. 
“We are working in Canarsie (section in Brooklyn) and Coney Island—all 
inner city areas. There are many different cultures, and most people don’t 
have money or flood insurance.” 
  A former Wesleyan pastor and his expert relief team have made the 
Hope NYC warehouse “home” for their disaster-relief work for months. 
Rev. Steve Adams, former pastor of Romulus Wesleyan Church in 
Romulus, Mich., directs Poured Out, a non-profit that works to provide 
clean water and other relief work in international locations and disaster 
relief in the U.S. Rev. Adams co-founded Poured Out seven years ago with 
Chris Steinle, who planted North Shore Church in New Baltimore, Mich. 
In January 2012, Adams resigned from his pastorate, feeling led to direct 
Poured Out full-time. He is a certified disaster relief coordinator.
 “God has given Poured Out a mission to ‘connect those in need 
to those who want to meet needs,’” said Adams. Today, Poured Out 
is working closely with Ed Torres, helping coordinate the numerous 
Wesleyan and non-Wesleyan teams that are still needed in greater New 
York to help. The nonprofit has also teamed with FEMA and the Red 
Cross to distribute items, a partnership that has helped tremendously. 
Funding from the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund gives these dedicated 
people the tools and supplies needed to make a big difference, as well as 
supplying direct aid.
 A compassionate response can take the form of a gift through the 
Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund (100 percent of donations go towards 
helping Sandy victims), by donating supplies, or joining a work team 
Interested in taking a work team to help? Call Ed Torres at 908.442.4273. 
 Adams said, “We want people to know they are not alone. And we 
need volunteers to continue to come and help.” 

Ed Torres, a Wesleyan pastor in New Jersey, 
serves as disaster relief coordinator

Watch Video Emergency Relief
Update Online

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.wesleyan.org/doc/news/article/2204
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15wDiZqihfM&feature=youtu.be
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Schedule a campus visit at indw.es/visitIWU or by calling Admissions at 866.468.6498

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE
Campus visits are pivotal for prospective students deciding to join the IWU residential community. Take 
a moment to invite prospective students you know to attend a prescheduled visit day or schedule their 
own custom visit.

Upcoming Visit Days
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achIeve my 
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 More than $25,000 was raised to fight 
human trafficking and support student 
ministries. Over 100 youth groups committed 
to ongoing projects for ministries to impact 
their communities. Daily breakout sessions 
offered practical training and 90 percent of 
the participants attended. Students broadened 
relationships and met new friends through 
games and concerts featuring Christian artists 
like Fireflight and Jamie Grace. 
 While salvation is a free gift, Jesus taught 
that following after him will be costly. We 
also addressed the questions, “Just who is 
Jesus that he can make these demands on my 
life?” and “Why would I abandon all to follow 
him?” We hoped to move students to know, 
love, trust, and follow Jesus with their entire 
being. Praise God, we saw thousands of life-
changing choices being made.

– Scott Simmons is the director of youth ministries  
for Church Multiplication and Discipleship of  
The Wesleyan Church

  A GENERATION

Following
by Scott Simmons

early 5,000 were challenged to follow Christ during the Wesleyan 
Youth International Convention. Follow12 was held December 28-30 

in Louisville, Ky. According to Dr. Jim Dunn, “God does amazing things 
at these events, and Follow12 was no exception. What we witnessed was a 
testimony to the vibrant future of The Wesleyan Church.”
 In the Friday night rally John Vermilya of Kingdom Building Ministries, 
gave an evangelistic message. It was an incredible moment when 630 
students stood, proclaiming they wanted to know Jesus personally and 
then prayed to receive him.
 The next day, Blanca Reyes of Group 1 Crew, told her story which 
resonated powerfully, reminding us of God’s great love and causing our love 
for him to grow also. Troy Evans, lead pastor of “The Edge” in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., gave an invitation in the evening for students to “put their trust in 
God and let go of past hurts, sins, 
and questions.” Over 780 students 
responded to this call to trust God, 
be healed, and find new hope.
 A massive student response 
followed the message on Sunday 
morning. The lead pastor at 
“Celebrate” in Sioux Falls, S.D., Rev. 
Keith Loy presented an opportunity 
to “leave the old life behind” and step forward into God’s plan. Students 
received keys and were invited to walk through a door up front. In a 
powerful outpouring of the Holy Spirit, over 2,500 people responded to 
God’s call and streamed through the open door.
 Derik Idol, a youth pastor at 12Stone Church in Lawrenceville, Ga., 
focused the closing message on empowering teens to begin a movement by 
being Jesus-followers. “Don’t worry about being a leader,” said Idol. “If you 
follow Jesus closely, a line will form behind you. Start a movement and make 
a difference by following Jesus.” 

Thousands Respond 

To Walk as Jesus 

Walked

“Outstanding youth leaders” Todd Lynch, Chris Wood, Eric 
Ebbinghaus, Joy Garman, and Miguel De La Mora
Photo: shanegrant.com

N

Keith Loy 
challenges 

students 

Photo: shanegrant.com

Watch Videos

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.wesleyanyouth.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/mywycon
http://www.youtube.com/user/mywycon
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Dustin and Jamie Farmer were church planters in Sahuarita, 
Ariz., about twenty miles south of Tucson. What was only a 
sleepy desert village a decade earlier had burst into a vibrant 
community which is now over 25,000. But all this growth was 
not reaching the little group meeting in the American Legion 
hall. Sahuarita is mostly an unchurched culture. The Farmers 
did their best to make friends and get the word out about the 
new church, but there wasn’t much response. Dustin felt they 
were missing something, and they prayed harder than ever.

 Dustin certainly had church planting in his 
blood. His dad, Jon Farmer, had planted Foothills 
Church in Tucson while Dustin was growing up. 

In addition to his studies at Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, Dustin was blessed to have had 
other Wesleyan mentors like Chris Conrad, Phil 
Stephenson, Steve Babby, and Steve Rimes over more 
than a decade of spiritual formation and ministry 
experience. And Dustin remembered vividly the 
morning when God had said to him, “I want your 
heart to break for Tucson the way my heart broke  
for Jerusalem.”
 So why wasn’t their church getting off the 
ground? The place, the time, the training, and the 
call from God were all so clear. Then, as they prayed, 
a new thought emerged. John Wesley went outdoors 
where he could meet the unchurched people. As they 
prayed, God kept bringing that to their minds–why 
not go outdoors? 
 It so happened there was an outdoor 
amphitheatre at one of the main intersections of the 
town, situated at the edge of a small lake. They found 
they could rent the space on Sundays for $200. There 
were restrooms nearby, and Jamie could take the 

by Kerry Kindby Kerry Kind

  My
Church

I want your heart to break 
for Tucson the way my heart 
broke for Jerusalem.

What are we going to do? 
We started services here months ago, 
and we only have three families.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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children around the grassy edge of the lake for stories  
and activities. It was just possible, in spite of heat and  
cold and occasional rain, that they could plant this  
church outdoors. 
 And so for the next two years, MyChurch, as it was 
named, became known in the whole town as the church 
that met outdoors by the lake. Everyone had seen it and 
knew about it. People saw the services and sometimes 
even stopped and joined in spontaneously. MyChurch 
grew steadily.
 There were challenges and distractions. There was 
a walking path around the lake behind Dustin when he 
preached, and he always knew when walkers were on 
the path. He could see the heads of his congregation 
following them, especially every week when a certain 
man walked past with a large colorful bird, a macaw, 
riding on his shoulder! And there was the time a high 
school boy, scantily clad, ran through the middle of the 
service and then dove into the lake. As usual, MyChurch 
had videotaped the service and posted it on the church 
website. Most of the students in town wanted to see it, of 
course, and it just created more interest in the “church  
by the lake.” 
 Importantly, they did more for the town than hold 
Sunday worship services. They also used the location 
in other ways to help the growing town build a sense 
of community. Several times a year they hosted church 
outreach events like Rodeo Days, fall festivals, carnival 
events with free food, vacation Bible school, and, at 
Christmas, Nativity Quest has been a perennial success. 
It was a stroke of God’s genius for MyChurch and these 

events to be held outdoors at this central intersection of the 
planned community.
 After two years, when they were having over 150 
people, including 60 children, they knew they needed more 
appropriate program space for children. So they shifted to 
school facilities where they have now been for three years, 
although they still hold outreach events outside. Today, 
attendance is close to 300, with about 120 children, and they 
need their own space to grow further.
 Land is expensive in the town, and as in everything, 
MyChurch prayed for wisdom and help from the Lord. One 
day a realtor who had become part of their church family 
introduced them to a land owner that was willing to help 
MyChurch. He sacrificed a prime 8.4 acres of land–worth 
$2.4 million–for only one-tenth of that amount. When this 
happened, one of the new believers said to Dustin, “So, it 
seems we can actually trust God!”
 Is Dustin sure, now, that he has found God’s calling and 
blessing? “I want to die here,” he answered with a laugh. 
“This community has a high turnover rate. We’ve had the 
privilege of ministering to hundreds who have moved on,” 
he said. “I think God is calling us to be part of the long-
term glue that will hold this ministry together and help it 
become even stronger. It is exciting to see people ‘lighting 
up’ when I preach about holiness. But believe me; we are just 
as dependent upon God today as we were when kneeling in 
that American Legion hall six years ago!”

A son, Jonah, with 
autism enables the 

Farmers to teach 
how to welcome 

and love those who 
are different.

Watch Video

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Or_q7B3UL3M
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by Kerry Kind
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‘Being the gospel’ is 
bringing thousands 
to Christ in the 
Dakota District.
The last thing these four 
pastors would want is to appear 
heroic. They talked to us about 
the incredible growth in their 
churches so we could focus on 
principles that might be of help  
to other churches.

According to Rev. Mark Fuhr, Dakota 
District director of evangelism and 
church growth, 70 percent of the 
churches in that district are growing. 
In the last seven years, their total 
attendance in district churches has 
more than tripled. Across North 
America, most Protestant churches 
are static or in decline, including 
other evangelical churches in the 
Dakotas. So what is different about 
these Wesleyan churches? 

being the gospel.

Watch Video

http://youtu.be/OoPBmviisd0
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The Ransom, a downtown church plant, 
meets in a 100-year-old brick warehouse. 
The lead pastor, Rev. Phill Tague, is 
disciplined and driven about the mission 
of the church: “setting captives free.” 
Phill focuses on preaching, prayer, people, and protecting 
the mission.
 The Ransom started with 80 people in 2008 as a 
daughter church of Linwood Wesleyan Church in Sioux 
Falls. By Christmas, 2011, they had reached 350 in 
Sunday worship. The move into the renovated warehouse 
at that time was made possible by Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation. By May, 2012, they had increased to 550, and by 
the end of 2012 were nearing 1,000.
 When I asked Phill about the name and mission of 
The Ransom, he reminded me of the chorus that singer/
songwriter Chris Tomlin wrote:

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. My God, my 
Savior has ransomed me.
And like a flood, His mercy rains unending love, 
amazing grace.

 “At The Ransom, we are about setting captives free. For 
us, freedom means that, in Christ, we seek to 1) worship 
free of inhibition, 2) live free of sin, and 3) serve free of self. 
Freedom in the Holy Spirit means we are released to love 
God and love others.”
 The Ransom is committed to serving needs of people in 
their city. Before Thanksgiving, they identified the poorest 
streets, and then gave away 700 turkeys door-to-door. I 
followed Phill to an old, open freight elevator which took us 

down to a huge basement mostly filled 
with portable racks of used clothing. “We 
collect these,” Phill said, and four times a 
year we haul it all upstairs and invite the 
community to take what they need.” They 
also have had bus fare giveaways,  
$1 car washes (imagine the looks when 
they give $1 TO the drivers!), serve in a 
local soup kitchen, and are continually 
finding new ways to bless their 
community. One question that propels 
Phill is, “If our church disappeared, 
would we be missed?”

 But meeting needs in the community cannot be done 
with a motive to get something back. It is not a tactic, a 

church-growth strategy. It must 
be out of genuinely loving people. 
Setting captives free requires 
prayer, serving, loving, and teaching.
 They say “no” to many things, and “yes” to prayer, and to their call to 
reach the lost. They avoid most traditional forms of marketing: no door-
hangers, no mailers. They do have an Internet presence, but the dynamic 
which drives their growth is relationships and word-of-mouth invitations.
 Phill’s humble prayer is: “Lord, keep doing things so big that no one 
here can take credit for it!” The numbers of new believers in the last year 
have come so fast that they are always playing catch-up, always asking 
people to be patient with change. They had to make three major changes 
in their newcomer ministries in five months.
 Phill says he had a vision to plant a healthy church of maybe 250. Now 
he knows that God is calling him to lead beyond his own ability. With 
almost continuous change, he had to learn how to “let go of how I want to 
do things.” That keeps him praying.
 When asked for examples of “captives who had been set free,” Phill 
told moving accounts of repentance, deliverance, and new life in person 
after person. God is doing something here that is transforming lives.
 Good preaching and teaching, of course, is extremely important. 
Having authentic worship experiences is necessary. Good programs for 
children and youth are essential. But even if you do all this, many other 
churches are finding that the world will not beat a path to your door 
anymore. The not-yet-Christians in our world are not church-shopping: 
we have to go to them. Serving people does not take away from gospel 
ministry: it goes to where people are, it makes our teaching about the love 
and truth of Christ more authentic, and it builds relationships that serve as 
the foundation for evangelism. The Holy Spirit can use that.

IF OUR CHURCH 

DISAppEARED, 

WOULD WE bE 

mISSED?

setting captives free.

The Ransom
Sioux Falls, S.D.
(pop. 180,000)
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Countryside
Spearfish, S.D.
(pop. 8,500)

Countryside Church was planted 19 years ago by Rev. Chris Conrad on a 
college campus. Five years later, with the new church well-established at 350, 

he was called to a church in Wisconsin. Rev. Mark 
Fuhr left his corporate job then to become lead pastor. 
He had come to Christ in college and never gotten 
over what Jesus did for him. Six years ago they moved 
onto their own beautiful campus. Today, the church 
has tripled to over 1,000, and they have done this by 
including service to the community with evangelism. 
Their facility enables them to hold sports camps, music 
camps, and other programs where they can integrate 
the gospel with needs of families.
 Mark’s greatest passion is seeing people saved; he 
knows of over 1,600 people that have come to Christ at 
Countryside. He smiled as he said, “The church is the 
only organization that is designed, built, and run for 

people who aren’t here yet!” Members at Countryside learn that Christians 
put their needs second; the priority is to reach new people for Christ. Prayer 
together keeps them focused and united in their mission.
 During “Weekend of Compassion,” they call off their worship services. 
900 people from their church go into the community and work on 80-100 
projects that have been identified. But showing compassion by itself is not 
enough. Everything is about being Christ and bringing people to faith.
 Mark said, “Though the mission never changes, the church must re-
invent itself every few years. Today,” he said, “God is directing us to build 
satellite churches.” Indeed, they have already started a video venue service 
in Sundance, Wyoming, and may be planting another satellite soon in the 
southern Black Hills.

THE CHURCH 
ExISTS FOR 
THE pEOpLE 
WHO AREN’T 
HERE YET!

reinventing church.

Exiting
Countryside 
Church
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show people Jesus.

At Fountain Springs, the lead pastor since 2008 has 
been Rev. David Kinnan. That year he had a crisis of 
discouragement, with attendance dropping to 140 as he 
was recovering from some other humbling setbacks. He 
committed to do whatever God asked, whatever the cost, 
and the church began to grow. Seeking guidance, David 
wanted quick answers from God. One day God seemed to 
say, “I don’t give you quick answers, because I want you to 
gather to pray and fast together, and seek after me.” This 
word came to David so powerfully that he wept long and 
deeply. Now, every week the church leaders meet together 
at Thursday noon, not to talk business, but to fast and 
pray. They pray until peace comes and their hearts are 
united. And the Lord keeps adding to their church.
 The mission of Fountain Springs is “to show people 
who Jesus is.” 
 Some people are cheerleaders of reaching lost people 
until you actually do it. Some leave when change happens 
that they don’t like, even when those changes seem 
necessary to keep reaching new people. David was truly 
sad about this. He quoted Wesleyan pastor Kevin Myers 
of 12Stone Church (Lawrenceville, Ga.): “You don’t know 
what you believe until you take losses for it.”

Fountain Springs supports overseas missions, but they 
also have a powerful vision for needs in their own city. 
Most of their people participate for a special week that 
they call “Love Rapid City.” Katy, David’s wife, has met 
with all the nonprofit organizations asking, “What is not 
being done that you need help with?” They plan all year 
and list the projects that work teams can tackle in that 
week. And they spend about $100,000 so those teams 
have materials. 
 Service projects take place on a year-round basis 
also. One of those is fixing people’s cars. People who are 
at the poverty level can’t get to work on time if their cars 
break down. Fountain Springs has a Wednesday night 
repair crew called the “Shift Ministry.” Other groups 
serve at the rescue mission. Wherever there is a need, 
they try to help.
 As David said, “There is a powerful relationship-
building mechanism in our culture: serving. When 

people serve together, they 
grow together. We have 
weekly, monthly, and yearly 
serving opportunities for 
everyone–children through 
adults.” Small groups, called “Life 
Groups,” are organized around outreach 
and service. It is a massive training task, 
but every worker at Fountain Springs 
is trained to minister spiritually while 
they are serving, to tell their story, and 
tell THE story. Serving physical needs 
is not enough. “We reach people; we 
teach people; we release people, to show 
people who Jesus is!”

 “It’s incredible,” David said, “but the growth is accelerating. Last 
year we averaged 1,100. Last month, October, 2012, we welcomed 
1,800 in weekend worship services.

Fountain Springs
Rapid City, S.D.
(pop. 70,000)

THERE ARE 
mANY REGULAR 
OppORTUNITIES 
FOR EVERYONE 

TO SERVE IN THE 
COmmUNITY.



19 wesleyanlifeonline.com  /  WINTER 2013

The lead pastor of Celebrate Church, Rev. Keith Loy, 
planted it as a daughter church of Linwood Wesleyan 
Church in 1999. The church has grown into a mega-
church of 4,600. Remarkably, it has not appeared in 
publications listing fast-growing churches.

Keith said, “We try to stay under the radar. We 
also do nothing with the local media.” I was puzzled, 
so Keith explained, “Last month, the church spent 
$95,000 on car parts and donated countless hours 
of labor to repair every car that we could find that 
belonged to someone who could not afford to repair 
it. For anyone who is living on the edge,” Keith said, 
“a broken car often makes them less able to cope with 
life or perhaps even lose their home. Now, we don’t 
seek media attention for that. Our goal is to build 
relationships with people and teach our own people to 
love. This is about Jesus. In fact, with media coverage, 

some people might think we are looking for attention more than loving 
people. It wouldn’t be wrong, but we just don’t choose to do it.”
 As to the mission of Celebrate, Keith said, “Our vision is to teach 
people to love God and to love other people. And our mission is to 
develop relationships like a family.” 
 Keith mentioned that it had not been his intention to build a 

mega-church, but just 
a healthy, growing 
church that was based 
on the gospel. He 
emphasized, “There 
is no gospel without 
being the gospel, being 
Christ.” 
 He cannot bring 
himself to focus on 

what others see as success. He asked, “Do you know how many lost  
and broken people there are in this city? There are 90,000 people 

within reach of this church that are 
still lost. If you ask me what number 
I think and pray about, this is what 
causes me to shed tears with God.” 
He said he never asks his people to 
do what he doesn’t do. Keith has a 
holy discontent, a restlessness that 
seems to keep his mind racing all 
the time. He laughed, “80% of my 
messages seem to hit me in the 
middle of the night.” 
 People don’t attend Celebrate 
Church because of clever marketing. 
They come because they were 
invited by friends, so they already 
have friends in the church. The 
church has “life groups” and serving 
teams, hundreds of them, where 
close relationships continue to grow, 
and where serving others expresses 
Christ’s hope. 
 Celebrate is located in a former 
school complex, with three large 
connected buildings. Keith was very 
grateful for the role that Wesleyan 
Investment Foundation played. 
“Back in 2004, why would anyone 
invest millions of dollars in us and 
in a facility that needed ¾ million 
in renovations?” But Craig Dunn 
and WIF, known for taking steps of 
faith along with growing churches, 
made that investment. Since then, 
Celebrate has ministered in a facility 
that has been a catalyst for growth, 
and they just became debt-free. “I 
can’t tell you how much that trust 
and partnership and help from WIF 
means to us,” said Keith, “and to a 
lot of other Wesleyan churches.”

love God. love people.

Celebrate
Sioux Falls, S.D.
(pop. 180,000)

THERE IS NO GOSpEL 
WITHOUT bEING THE 
GOSpEL, bEING CHRIST.
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The Dakota story reflects the leadership 
of District Superintendent Isaac Smith. 
He is always looking for pastors that 
adapt to culture, have strong people skills, 
and who will lead beyond the walls of  
the church. 
 “The fastest-growing church in our 
district right now might be Williston, 
N.D., where Mike Skor is leading,” said 
Isaac. Then he began to tell about some 
of the church plants like Sundance, Wyo., 
and Boseman, Mont. Isaac got emotional 
telling the story of a woman, Heather, 
who was found by a Wesleyan church in a 
shelter for the abused, but came to Christ 
and began bringing her friends. “My job 
is all about Heather,” Isaac whispered. “If 
I didn’t do what I do, Heather wouldn’t 
know Christ. I mentor our pastors, I 
‘block’ for them. As long as they have 
integrity—theological, moral, 
and financial integrity—I will put 
everything on the line for them.”
 Isaac seems to be comfortable 
with, at times, risky decisions on 
people, on churches, on new starts. 
He said he has had his share of 
failures, too. “I will take risks with 

people who have the right qualities and 
are truly passionate about winning the 
lost,” he said. “Folks seem to remember 
the successes and forget the failures. I 
am grateful to have inherited a positive 
culture in this district, and to have other 
strong pastor-mentors in the district who 
help. Together, we have established that 
‘not growing’ is just not acceptable.” 
 He concluded, “Our district 
DNA includes meeting needs out in 
communities. All of our church plants are 
deep into this. Small churches are doing 
it, too. In Dakota District, we have places 
where there aren’t places. The main thing 
driving community service is loving 
people and being passionate about people 
coming to Christ. That is the mission that 
demands our loyalty, our lives.”

bEING THE GOSpEL 
DEmANDS OUR 
LOYALTY & OUR LIVES

Isaac Smith
Dakota District Superintendent
(pop. 54 churches in 6 states)

beyond the walls.

Photo Gallery
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Teaching

http://www.WesleyanNativeMinistries.org


It was a cold November afternoon 
when I arrived at the village of Cherry 
Creek in literally the poorest county 
in America. Cherry Creek was located 
in a desolate, cheerless corner of the 
Cheyenne River Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota, assigned to the Lakota 
people. 
 There were about 80 homes on dirt 
streets, trailers and 20 x 30-foot modular 
homes. I understood that about half did 
not have running water or electricity. 
The annual per capita income in villages 
like this one is $1500-$2500, with 
several families living off the wages of 
each person who has a job in a town or 
on a ranch. A community meeting hall 
offered an oasis of warmth and light 
when I stepped inside.

   Lakota
Rising
by Kerry Kind

Story

he sapa 
Reaches 

6,000, 
Weekly.



...good smells came from the kitchen area and 
sacks of new winter clothing and blankets were 
piled up, awaiting distribution later.

 There are about 70,000 Lakota (Sioux) in South Dakota. But 
the language and culture are endangered. About 10% of the people 
still speak the language. The Lakota language is the place where the 
culture of all the previous generations resides. The legends, proverbs, 
and expressions still speak of life before the reservation when the 
plains people would grow crops, hunt, marry, and raise children in 
the traditional ways. There is still a yearning to keep that cultural 
memory alive, but if the language disappears, much of what it means 
to be Lakota will disappear as well. 
 Larry Salway, his wife, Dale, and other workers, the Trennepohls 
and Jensens, arrived from Rapid City. After a while, good smells 
came from the kitchen area and sacks of new winter clothing and 
blankets were piled up, awaiting distribution later. Lakota families 
began arriving and taking seats, knowing that there would be a 
worship service before the feast.
 The service began at 6 p.m. After spirited singing, Larry Salway 
began to preach. His message was at least half in English, but often 
he would use a Lakota proverb, story, or joke, and he would repeat 
the most important statements in both English and Lakota. He was a 
great storyteller and he preached the gospel, and after about an hour, 
he invited anyone who wished to receive Christ to come forward. 
Seven out of the 60 Lakota people there came forward right away.  
He prayed with each one, took down their names and gave them 
each Bibles.
 The next day, I met with Rev. Larry and Rev. Dale Salway (co-
pastors) and some of the other leaders of He Sapa New Life Church 
in Rapid City. (He Sapa means Black Hills.) We talked about the 
70-year history of the Wesleyan work among the Lakota. At one 
time, there were as many as 17 Wesleyan churches and chapels on 
the various reservations, mostly pastored by missionaries. Brainerd 
Indian School in Hot Springs existed for several decades. Church 
groups from everywhere made the trek to Hot Springs to work on 
service projects at Brainerd. Children attended the boarding school 
there for years, and there was also Bible training for ministers.

 The decline of the Wesleyan Lakota work is another part of 
that history. By the 1990’s, there were open admissions and public 
apologies for the past paternalism and disrespect of Lakota culture. 
In spite of decades of missionary service and the giving and prayers 
of the whole denomination, no strong, indigenous, reproducing 

Larry & Dale Salway
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Cheyenne River Indian Reservation
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Larry’s knowledge of the language and culture and 
his gifted communication of the gospel soon began 
to revive the He Sapa New Life Church and since 
then more Lakota have been coming to Christ.
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Lakota church had emerged. There had been a few 
dedicated Lakota pastors/evangelists, most notably Dr. 
Jerry Yellowhawk, but a paternalistic style of mission 
work and insufficient respect for emerging Lakota 
leaders had been a factor working against an indigenous 
church from prospering.
 By 2006, most of the Native chapels and properties 
had been sold off and those that were left were standing 
idle or being rented out. Larry and Dale Salway felt called 
to come back to Rapid City and try to revive the He Sapa 
Church, where we still had a good facility. Larry grew 
up on the Pine Ridge Reservation and had gotten his 
early Bible education from Brainerd. His life had taken 
him in many directions, as a licensed social worker, a 
college professor, a tribal judge, and also as a pastor. He 
served ably for many years with a sister denomination. 
Then God called him back to the Wesleyan Rapid City 
ministry, and with the support and encouragement of 
District Superintendent Isaac Smith, he made the move 
from Arizona.
 Larry’s knowledge of the language and culture and 
his gifted communication of the gospel soon began to 
revive the He Sapa New Life Church and since then more 
Lakota have been coming to Christ. A couple of hundred 
are participating in the “mother” church. But something 
else has taken place that no one planned or expected.
 Visitors from the reservations were inspired by the 
singing and preaching in the Lakota language. God 
began to use that to touch more people. First, people 
from the Yankton reservation requested that videos 
be made of the services and sent to them. On a home 

video camera, recordings were made and 20 copies at 
first were mailed out. The demand for these videos grew 
exponentially, and today 350 DVD’s are mailed out all 
across Lakota reservations and beyond, each with the 
weekly service. 
 They would typically be used in this way: a 
grandmother (in the matriarchal culture) would bring the 
extended family and neighbors into a home and 20-30 or 
more people would share the worship service together. 
That would be followed by a meal and discussion. There 
is eagerness for some of the older Christians to have their 
children and grandchildren hear the Christian message 
in the Lakota songs and language, which can be heard 
nowhere else like this.
 Larry and Dale and other team members also make 
the trip out to many of the locations where people have 
been meeting in these “house churches.” Everywhere, 
apparent strangers meet Larry and greet him as their 
pastor. In December 2012, there were Nativity celebrations 
at seven different locations on the reservations, and several 
thousand attended. Some of the abandoned chapels have 
been re-opened, such as the Lakota chapel in Pierre, led 
by pastors Cheryl and Tito Arguello. Surveys have shown 
that, very conservatively, over 6,500 Lakota are in weekly 
attendance at these several hundred house churches. As 
with all DVD’s on the reservation, once they have been 
used by one family, they are passed on to others. The true 
numbers of attendees are likely even higher.
 This He Sapa New Life DVD ministry has grown 
rapidly and been effective not only because of the ministry 
of the Salways and others in Rapid City today, but also 
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Cheyenne River Indian Reservation

because of the decades of work by the denomination that 
sowed seeds and helped prepare the soil for this ministry. 
Others have stepped forward to help partner in this today. 
For example, Celebrate Church in Sioux Falls donated an 
$8,000 video camera and a 10X rapid-copying duplicator for 
the DVD’s. Wesleyan Investment Foundation has been giving 
$10,000 annually to support the materials and mailing costs. 
More support is needed to expand, and still others are catching 
the vision, especially other churches in the Dakota District.
 The DVD “house church” ministry has the promise of 
establishing indigenous churches all across the reservation 
system. The Wesleyan chapel in the town of Mission in the 
Rosebud reservation has just been re-opened. There are Good 
News clubs, talking circles, community barbecues. There are 
signs of new life and testimonies of transformed lives in many 
places. There are many problems, too. The deep poverty and 
unemployment, the injustices of the reservation system, the 
memory of past injuries and mistakes, the spiritual warfare, 
and the cultural and racial divide all tend to make Native 
Christian ministry as difficult as ever. But there has been a 
rebirth and hope is there, as never before, for establishing a 
reproducing indigenous church.
 Younger Lakota people are being called into the ministry 
in growing numbers and are being trained in various locations. 
One is attending Indian Bible College in Arizona. Another 
is studying at Houghton College. Several other leaders like 
Cheryl Arguello are being equipped through the FLAME 
ministerial training program. Wesleyan Native Ministries is 
seeking to develop more scholarship assistance 
for these.
 Rev. Salway and the other leaders, especially Rev. 
Rich Avery, director of Wesleyan Native Ministries 
(WesleyanNativeMinistries.org), wish to thank once again 
all the people who have served, given, and sacrificed over the 
years, investing much into Native ministry. It appears that 
God, by his grace, is using that to multiply the fruit today. 

http://www.stevensworldwide.com/wesleyan
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151306218478449.504471.19848703448&type=1&l=1a444976f2


I
by Ed Love

ADvENtURES Of A 
CHURCH PlANtER

n 2005, I was called to lead the planting of a church called Epic 
in Portland, Mich. God did some incredible miracles. When his 
followers are obedient, new believers discover him, disciples are 
made, our faith grows, and we get excited about obeying and seeing 
even more miracles. Three years after starting Epic, we planted our 
first daughter church and launched a building project. Epic was a 
beautiful expression of God’s handiwork. 
 A year after Epic had entered its new facility, I was listening to 

the church’s homegrown assistant pastor, Duane Bower, teach. Suddenly, the 
Spirit of God spoke to me clearly that Duane would become the pastor of Epic. 
Tears spilled quietly from my eyes. My joy was full in seeing Duane fulfill this 
calling, but I also had an ache in my heart that my days with the wonderful 
people of Epic were numbered.

 Months later, as I taught about pursuing 
the “missing” in our communities, the Spirit 
once again spoke to me. From that moment, I 
knew I had to go into the broken community 
of Ionia, Mich. and find God’s people there. 
 At first I tried to deny this even to myself. 
But every time I prayed, God would renew 
my call to the people of Ionia. I loved the Epic 
church community. I loved my staff, our new 
facility, and the security of an established 
church, for by this time we had become a 
strong, growing church of well over 200. Yet I 
knew that for the sake of the kingdom and my 
own walk with the Lord, I must go. 
 I shared my heart with Epic’s leaders and 
asked them to “kick me out.” In due course, 
Rev. Bower was, indeed, invited to be the 
pastor of Epic, and the process of launching 
into Ionia began. This was a truly difficult time 
and I wrestled with God, even to the extent of 
exploring other ministry opportunities. At last, 
I surrendered. “Jesus, I must follow you. Only 
you have the words of life. You alone are God.”

 Epic blessed us and sent us out with a 
few daring souls who lived in the Ionia area. 
Our house was sold and our small band of 
adventurers began meeting, eating, studying 
God’s Word, and serving together. 
 The Lord soon showed us in John 4 (the 
woman at the well) that The Well was the 
perfect identity for this new ministry. In 2012, 
The Well, a new church for Ionia, was born 
and began to grow. 
 In September of 2012, we found out 
more of what God had in mind. A formerly 
large Baptist church was nearing the end 
of its life cycle. The members had decided 
to pass on their well-situated facility and 
contents to a new ministry in the community. 
After meeting and praying together several 
times, the decision was made. The Well has 
been wonderfully blessed by this unforeseen 
generosity and vision.
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GOING OUT IN FAITH AND 
ObEDIENCE IS NOT EASY, 
bUT IT IS AbSOLUTELY 
WORTH IT!
Jesus said to pray for workers. Are we 
the workers that Jesus meant? There 
are many things about church planting 
and inviting people to come to God 
that are just plain hard. The peace of 
God and the joy of obedience flow 
from serious work and perseverance. 
However, a faith-filled person 
personally reaching out to “missing” 
people is the most effective way. 
 When the Word of God and the 
love of Jesus receive fresh expression 
in a community, a dynamic is set into 
motion that is not so different from 
the book of Acts. People are exposed 
to the life-changing work of the 
Holy Spirit, and churches emerge to 
sustain the continuing mission and 
discipleship process.

bEGINNING WITH pRAYER
At first, we felt very small, alone, and 
under-resourced. We had no choice 
but to pray to be sure that our hearts 
were right and also to ask the Lord for 
more workers. We have been amazed 
to see that the Lord continually helps 
us connect with the right people at 
the right time. When your service is 
humble and loving, I am convinced 
there are people in every community 
who the Lord has been preparing to 
join in the harvest. We may always 
feel that we are lacking, but that need 
drives us to consistent prayer. One of 
my favorite prayers is, “God, surprise 
me today . . .” 

bEGINNING WITH 
LOVING SERVICE
We knew there had been other 
attempts to start new churches in 
Ionia. But people were not especially 
interested in just another worship 
service option. The missing people of 
Ionia needed to see God’s church in 
action, making a difference in people’s 
lives. So, we started serving people in 
need. First, we began a baby pantry 
called “Hope 4 Little Hearts.” Then 
we initiated a series of Hope Projects 
to help meet the needs of many types 
of individuals. By beginning with 
acts of loving service, we found that 
people were willing to hear The Well’s 
message of faith and hope in Christ. 
But service should not be just a tactic 
to manipulate people. It should flow 
from a heart that loves God and loves 
people and expects nothing in return. 
That requires prayer. 

bEGINNING WITH 
“FISHING”
The goal of church planting is to reach 
new lives for Christ. Jesus said, “. . . 
from now on you will fish for people” 
(Luke 5:10b). Simply becoming a 
Christian is not the objective. A 
follower of Christ is one who serves, 
loves, invites, and “catches” others. 
Fishing for others who do not know 
Christ should be at the center of every 
vibrant church community, the goal of 
every believer. 
 What would happen if every 
church decided to go, serve, pray, fish, 
and cooperate with the Holy Spirit in 
our communities? We might just be 
surprised.

– Dr. Ed Love is the pastor of  The Well. 
     He is a certified Wesleyan church-
 planting coach and writes at edlove.org.

Story

Ray BeeBe (aBove) Was BapTized  
in aug. ‘12, Began seRving in The 
Well’s sTudenT MinisTRies & helped 
BapTize his fiRsT appRenTice,  
gRiffin (RighT), in Jan. ‘13.
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veryone is focused on something. It may be a concert, the big game, an 
election, or some argument. Whatever your passion, you will rearrange 
schedules for it. You may remember its details better than your daily 
responsibilities. If we could look at your words, thoughts, time usage, and 
bank accounts would communicating your faith in Jesus show up in any 
significant way? 

“No” is an honest answer for many sincere Christians. Admittedly, I have recently talked 
more about obtaining a good interest rate for refinancing my home than I have about 
the saving grace of Jesus. So, what does it take to stay focused and not be afraid to talk 
about our faith? Let me suggest some priorities:

pRAY! 
A layperson came into the church saying, 
“Pastor, I’m praying for souls to be saved today.” 
It was the best greeting I had ever received as a 
pastor on a Sunday morning. When is the last 
time you prayed that the Holy Spirit would go 
ahead of you and prepare the way for you to 
share about Jesus? 
 Joe was the alcohol distributer in the county 
where I lived. I prayed for him for years and 
tried to talk to him about Jesus weekly. He was 
not interested. Yet the Holy Spirit was working 
on him when I wasn’t aware of it. A few years 
later, Joe stopped me in a store to tell me he was 
in church and had accepted Jesus as his Savior. 
Praise the Lord! 
 Who do you know that needs Jesus? Pray the 
Spirit will soften hearts before you show up on 
the scene. Pray for courage, for open doors, and 
for the right words.

ObEY! 
We are not exempt from talking about Christ just 
because a spiritual gifts inventory reveals we do not 
have the gift of evangelism. Jesus told us that we 
would be his “. . . witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). So at home and around the world, we 
are to tell others about his grace and forgiveness. 

LISTEN! 
James says, “My dear brothers and sisters, take note 
of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak . . .” (James 1:19). We have two ears and one 
mouth. That is one of the best lessons on how much 
we need to listen to others. 
 Often a great time to witness is when the chips 
of life are down. C.S. Lewis said, “Pain is God’s 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” It’s true. Go 
through life with people and pay attention to the 
open doors God arranges for you to tell others what 
Jesus means to you.

hoW To 
lead oTheRs 

To chRisT

E

No Greater Love
by Jim Dunn
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pREpARE! 
One reason we don’t try to talk to someone about 
Jesus more often is that we do not know where to 
start. We need practical training. I realized this as 
a pastor. The people of my congregation were not 
ready to talk about their faith because they didn’t 
know what to do or what to say. That was my fault. 
It was my job to train them in how to walk someone 
through the plan of salvation. 
 You don’t have to be a pastor to share your faith 
or prepare others to be Christ’s ambassadors. Below 
are some tools I recommend for training yourself 
and others:

1. LEARN THE ROmANS ROAD
 (A group of Bible verses from the book of 

Romans in the New Testament.) 

• Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.”
 We all have sin in our hearts. We were born 
under the power of sin’s control. So admit that 
you are a sinner.

 
• Romans 6:23a: “. . . the wages of sin is death . . .”
   We all face physical death, which is a 

result of sin. But even worse is spiritual death 
that alienates us from God, and will last for all 
eternity. So understand that you deserve death 
for your sin.

 
• Romans 6:23b: “. . . but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
   Salvation is a free gift from God! You can’t 

earn it, but you must receive it. So ask God to 
forgive you and save you.

 
• Romans 5:8: “God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.”

   When Jesus died on the cross, he paid sin’s 
penalty. He took the sins of the world on himself 
and bought us out of slavery to sin and death! 
The only condition is that we believe in him and 
what he has done for us. His love is what saves 
you – not religion or church membership. So 
give your life to God.

Teaching

 
• Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.”
   So call out to God in the name of Jesus!
 
• Romans 10:9,10: “. . . if you confess with your 

mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved.”

   So, if you know that God is knocking on 
your heart’s door, ask him to come into 

       your heart.

2. I RECOmmEND YOU READ AND 
 STUDY THESE RESOURCES:

 • Share Jesus Without Fear, by William Fay
 • Just Walk Across the Room, by Bill Hybels
 • The Master Plan of Evangelism,  

by Robert Coleman
 • Organic Outreach for Ordinary People,  

by Kevin Harney
 • Filled Up, Poured Out, by Mark O. Wilson

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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LIVE LIFE! 
One of the biggest misconceptions about 
witnessing is that you have to be on a special 
mission in order to witness for the Lord. 

I learned this when talking with William Fay 
at a Wesleyan Youth Convention. He had just 
finished speaking to over 3,000 youth and 
leaders in Chicago and had about six hours 
before his flight left the airport. I asked if 
he wanted a room to rest. He looked at his 
watch and said, “Take me to O’Hare!” I asked 
if he was sure. He said, “Yes, I have time to 
introduce 30 or so people to Jesus before 
my flight leaves.” He explained that he was 
accustomed to introducing six people to Jesus 
every hour. Incredible! It’s not a competition, 
but that thought has never left me. 

Do you and I live with others so that Jesus is the 
focus of our conversations? Surveys claim that 
over 75 percent of people who receive Christ do 
so because of a family member or close friend. It 
rarely results from a “cold call” at the front door. 

We must live so that Jesus is the focus of who 
we are, what we say, and what we do. The most 
practical way to do this is to share your story 
about Jesus with loving, hope-filled words, telling 
how he transformed your life. Nothing can replace 
talking with someone about their eternal destiny. 
How will anyone know who Jesus is unless we 
communicate his love in a language the world  
can comprehend?

Who will you talk to and pray with next? 
Someone told you about his love. Now it’s  
your turn!

– Dr. Jim Dunn leads Church Multiplication & 
Discipleship for The Wesleyan Church
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– Kathy George is the director of 
children’s ministry in Church 
Multiplication & Discipleship for 
The Wesleyan Church

LEADING A CHILD TO 
CHRIST IS ONE OF THE 
mOST ExCITING THINGS 
YOU WILL EVER DO. 

It can also be intimidating. Remember that,  
while God has called you to tell this message,  
it’s the work of the Holy Spirit that leads a child  
to give his or her life to Christ.

SHARE THE pLAN OF SALVATION:

• Jesus wants children to come to him (Mark 10:14-15)

• God loves you and sent Jesus to die for you (John 3:16)

• You have sinned against God (roMans 3:23)

• The penalty for sin is death (roMans 6:23)

• You can ask Jesus to take away your sins (roMans 5:8)

• You can receive the forgiveness of sins (1 John1:9)

• You can become a member of God’s family (John 1:12)

HELp THE CHILD pRAY TO ExpRESS 
FAITH IN CHRIST:

“Dear Jesus, I know I have sinned, and I am sorry.  
I turn away from my sins and ask you to forgive me.  
I believe you are God’s Son and died for my sins.  
I confess my sins to you, and now I want to receive  
you into my life as my Friend and Savior. Thank you,  
Jesus. Amen.”

CELEbRATE THIS AmAzING mOmENT. 
(Luke 15:10)

mORE FREE HELpS FOR EVANGELIzING, 
DISCIpLESHIp, bApTISm, AND COmmUNION 
WITH CHILDREN AT WESLEYANkIDS.ORG.

Our executive pastor said, “Churches today no longer know 
the art of evangelism.” This hit me hard, because it’s often 
true. I don’t mean door-to-door or “cold-call” evangelism, 
but building relationships and then telling our story blended 
with THE story.
 I am crushed by the thought of kids not hearing about 
Jesus. We have to engage this generation where they are, 
building real relationships. But in the midst of activities, we 
mustn’t forget to offer the gospel.
 First, kids need to hear that Jesus loves and wants them, 
no matter what. They can put their trust in him. To attract 
children in our communities, it is helpful today to offer kids 
contagious fun. But it’s our sacred responsibility to see they 
are introduced to the love and truth of Jesus while we have 
the chance. 
 Second, although hearing lays the foundation, they 
must be given opportunities to pray and take a step of faith 
in the One who loves them best. We know the Holy Spirit is 
working–I think we actually need to trust the Spirit more.
 Third, we must help them with the changes that come 
from asking Jesus to be their Savior and Lord. Young 
disciples will see changes in their attitudes and behavior and 
see their faith deepen with teaching. Children can quickly 
develop very faithful, sensitive spirits. Can you imagine what 
our communities would be like if this happened with more 
kids? 
 Kids love stories! Now is the time when they want to 
hear. We need to include our personal stories that show how 
Jesus has changed our own lives. Children need to hear that 
Jesus is real, he is always there for them, and he can make a 
wonderful difference in their lives!
 At least 80 percent of all who become Christians in 
North America make the decision to follow Christ between 
the ages of 4-14. The probability of them doing so after that 
becomes much less. It should be our priority to do what we 
can to reach children while they are listening. 
 Ministering to children is the best way to reach families 
and build the kingdom. Don’t miss the blessing that God has 
in store for you when you lead a child to him. 

      @WESLEYANKIDS

A Child’s
 Heart

by Kathy George

Free Resources

http://www.wesleyankids.org
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://headhearthand.com/resources_details.php?id=48
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IWU pRESIDENT 
ANNOUNCES RETIREmENT
 
Dr. Henry L. Smith, eighth president 
of Indiana Wesleyan University, 
has announced his intent to retire 
as president on June 30, 2013. He 
has served on the Marion, Ind., 
IWU campus since 2004, and is in 
his seventh year as president. The 
IWU board of trustees approved 
a six-month sabbatical for Smith 
beginning January 2013.
 The board also approved that 
Smith would become chancellor as of 
July 1, 2013, serving until December 
31, 2015, which is shortly after his 
65th birthday.
 A presidential search committee 
was appointed, chaired by board 
member Karen Hollenbeck, 
retired VP of administration, W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. Comprised of 
board members, faculty members, 
and church representatives, the 
committee plans to conclude its work 
by June 30, 2013. 

mAJOR GIFT TO OkLAHOmA 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
 
A generous friend of Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University gave a gift of $2 million ($1.7 
million after certain taxes) near the end 
of 2012. This is wonderful news, but there 
is a sobering aspect. The donor wished to 
record the gift before potential changes in 
the tax laws.
 The U.S. federal government is seeking 
new tax revenues and has discussed 
reducing deductions for charitable 
contributions. It is believed that this 
would stifle larger gifts to nonprofit 
organizations, including churches. 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE SET TO 
OpEN TWO NEW LOCATIONS IN 
NIAGARA COUNTY
 
Houghton College will open two 
new locations in Niagara County 
for their Adult Education Program 
in 2013. The first to open was in 
Niagara Falls, N.Y., where classes 
began in January 2013. The second 
location will be in Lockport, N.Y., 
and classes will begin in the summer 
of 2013.

 The Niagara Falls facilities will offer a classroom-style corporate meeting 
room, high-speed Internet, and audiovisual technologies. The Lockport facility 
offers a traditional meeting room housed on a 25-acre historical campus.

Todd Voss inaugurated 
as Southern Wesleyan’s 
18th President
Dr. Todd S. Voss was inaugurated in October 2012 as Southern 
Wesleyan University’s 18th president. Voss was named president of 
Southern Wesleyan in 2011 following the retirement of Dr. David 
Spittal, who served the university for 17 years. 
 Also, for the first time at SWU, the Commission on Colleges of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools has approved the 
offering of online degrees, including the Associate of Arts in general 
studies and Bachelor of Science in business administration degrees. 
Both online degree programs will become available in early 2013.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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General Superintendent Dr. 
Jo Anne Lyon and Houghton 
President Dr. Shirley Mullen 
both graced the cover of 
the October 2012 issue of 
Christianity Today. CT’s cover 
story was entitled “50 Women 
You Should Know.” 
 Twenty-five are pictured 
on the cover. Most were 
briefly introduced with two-
sentence descriptions. 
 However, Christianity 
Today featured Dr. Lyon and 
Dr. Mullen, along with 16 
other women, with photos 
and longer articles. The 
Wesleyan Church is proud 
to have such godly, gifted 
women in our Church; we are 
doubly blessed to have turned 
to them for leadership.

GANG mEmbER TURNED CHURCH pLANTER
 
Early in his teen years, Paul Santillo seriously considered the Catholic priesthood. 
At age 16, he befriended the “wrong crowd” in his Los Angeles suburb.
 Drug addiction ruled his life between ages 16 and 22. But in 1999, he was 
intrigued that his former girlfriend was attending a church. Paul walked into 
church one Sunday, placed his faith in Christ that same day, and received a vision: 
he knew God wanted him to be a minister.
 His life change was dramatic. He quit taking drugs, drinking, and smoking 
“cold turkey.” His conviction through the Holy Spirit since that time has never 
faltered.
 Today, Paul is pastor of Hilltop Christian Fellowship, a Wesleyan church 
plant in Rio Rico, Ariz. Services are in English and Spanish through 
translators’ assistance. 

The Gospel Music Association of 
Canada announced in September 
2012 that You Are Holy, a CD 
produced by the Kingswood 
University Chorale, was nominated 
for the 2012 Covenant Award as 
Inspirational Album of the Year.
 Celebrating the best in 
Canadian Christian music, 
the Covenant Awards are 
sponsored by the Gospel Music 
Association of Canada. You Are 
Holy, is a collection of ten songs 
incorporating a wide variety 
of music styles. The chorale is 
conducted by David Klob.

Drs. Lyon, 
Mullen among 
“50 Women You 
Should Know”

FROm DONUTS
TO SRI LANkA 

Rev. Kim Gladden was first drawn to 
Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church in Buffalo, 
N.Y., when she read about their new in-
church donut shop in a local newspaper. 
Eventually the former pastor, Dr. Karl 
Eastlack, invited Rev. Gladden to join the 
church’s staff as pastor of global missions and small groups.
 Rev. Gladden led a team of five to work with The Wesleyan Church of 
Sri Lanka in August 2012. The New York team participated in running a 
family camp, seminars for men and women, and helping lead worship in the 
vibrant young church.
 Perhaps their most important role was encouraging the believers in a 
country where Christians frequently experience persecution.

Dr. Alfred M. 
Kalembo, who has 
served as National 
Superintendent of 
the Pilgrim Wesleyan 
Church of Zambia 
for two decades, was 
elected in September 
2012 to a three-

year term as President of the Council of 
Churches in Zambia.
 Dr. Kalembo noted, “It is humbling that 
The Wesleyan Church is being recognized in 
such a manner in Zambia.”
 The Council of Churches in Zambia is 
comprised of 22 denominations and 19 
affiliate organizations.

Dr. Shirley Mullen

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon

Rev. Kim Gladden and New York team

WESLEYAN NATIONAL 
SUpERINTENDENT kALEmbO 
ELECTED TO HEAD COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES IN zAmbIA

kINGSWOOD UNIVERSITY 
CHORALE NOmINATED 
FOR INSpIRATIONAL 
ALbUm OF THE YEAR

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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pRESIDENT kOROmA 
RE-ELECTED ON 
ANTI-CORRUpTION 
pLATFORm IN SIERRA 
LEONE, AFRICA

President Ernest Bai Koroma 
was re-elected in November 
2012 to a second five-year term 
in Sierra Leone, Africa, by a 
strong majority against Julius 
Maada Bio, a former military 
commander. Parliamentary 
elections the same day resulted 
in President Koroma’s party, the APC, gaining eight seats and an 
absolute majority. President Koroma campaigned on a national 
development and 
anti-corruption platform. 
 The President is the only head-of-state who is a member 
of The Wesleyan Church. His current membership is at Kissy 
Dockyard Wesleyan Church in Freetown, where he is known as a 
man of prayer, wisdom, and deep faith in Christ.

The Trash Mountain Project (TMP) has formed 
a partnership with The Wesleyan Church of the 
Philippines to meet the nutritional, hygienic, 
employment, educational, and spiritual needs of 
people living off landfills. Vista Wesleyan Church sits 
800 yards from a “dump community” in Tanza, in the 
Manila area.
 Brett Durbin, founder of the TMP, Jon Demeo, 
missions director for TMP, and Ed Rotz, district 
superintendent of the Kansas District, have met with 
Philippines General Superintendent Dr. Alberto 
Patacsil, Pastor Stanley Rabago, pastor of Vista 
Wesleyan Church, and others to initiate this project. 

The TMP has capital available to buy property; provide 
clean water; and build a school, a kitchen to feed 
hungry children, and a technical school.
 The Trash Mountain Project offers Jesus’ message 
of redemption, hope, and new life to some of the most 
marginalized people in the world.

NEW zEALAND WESLEYAN 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
pRESENTED THREE AWARDS

Rev. Dr. Richard Waugh, National 
Superintendent of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of New Zealand, was 
recently named a recipient of the Asbury 
Theological Seminary 2012 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. He also received two 
community awards: Howick Citizen of the 
Year and New Zealander of the Year Local 
Hero Medal for 2013.
 Rev. Waugh also serves as president of 
the South Pacific Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church (since 2012), and as 
founding senior pastor of 
East City Wesleyan Church in 
Auckland (since 2000), one 
of the largest multi-cultural 
Wesleyan churches in the South 
Pacific region.
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News

Survivors include Dorothy, his wife of 
64 years, two sons, a granddaughter, 
one grandson, two step-grandsons, and 
several great-grandchildren, nieces,  
and nephews.

ECkART, REV. S. CRESTON (84)
Rev. S. Creston Eckart lived in 
Indianapolis, Ind., at the time of his 
death. An ordained minister with 
The Wesleyan Church, Rev. Eckart 
pastored for 60 years in Indiana and 
Missouri churches. After retirement 
he served as assistant pastor to his 
son, the senior pastor at Warren Park 
Wesleyan Church in Indianapolis. 
He was preceded in death by five 
brothers and sisters. Survivors include 
Charlotte, his wife of 62 years, four 
sons, ten grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

FAULkENbERRY, DR. pAUL (80)
Dr. Paul Faulkenberry lived in 
Anderson, S.C., at the time of his 
death. An ordained minister with The 
Wesleyan Church, Dr. Faulkenberry 
pastored churches in North and South 
Dakota, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania. 
He also served as a faculty member 
and administrator at four Wesleyan 
educational institutions. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Miriam, 
and one daughter. Survivors include 
two daughters, six grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild.

GOODmAN, REV. RUpERT L. (90)
Rev. Rupert L. Goodman lived in Fort 
Myers, Fla., at the time of his death. A 
graduate of Frankfort Pilgrim College, 
he was an ordained minister with 
The Wesleyan Church. He pastored 
churches in Kentucky, Florida, North 
Carolina, and Michigan and founded 
Villas Wesleyan Church in Ft. Myers. 
He is survived by his wife of 69 
years, Georgia, six children, eleven 
grandchildren, and fourteen great-
grandchildren.

FORmER GENERAL 
SECRETARY 
RONALD bRANNON 
REmEmbERED

Dr. Ronald R. Brannon, 84, 
died October 16, 2012, in 
Lawrenceville, Ga. A graduate 
of Miltonvale Wesleyan College, 
he served with distinction 
as General Secretary of The 
Wesleyan Church from 1982 
until retirement in 2000. He had 
also served as a pastor, then as 
district superintendent of the 
Kansas District. 
 Dr. Brannon was a member 
of numerous boards of Wesleyan 
institutions. He was especially 
passionate about Hephzibah 
Children’s Home and served as 
a long-time chair of that board. 
Over his lifetime he volunteered 
to help many needy children 
meet loving adoptive families. 
Survivors include his wife of 63 
years, Rosalee, one daughter, 
two sons, a brother, and 
twenty grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

bAbCOCk, EVELYN (92)
Evelyn Babcock lived in Greeley, Colo., 
at the time of her death. She and her 
husband, Rev. Wayne Babcock, pastored 
several churches together. She was 
preceded in death by her husband and 
four brothers. Survivors include three 
daughters, two sons, one brother, 12 
grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great grandchild.

bORTNER, REV. ELAINE (85)
Rev. Elaine Bortner lived in Marlton, 
N.J., at the time of her death. She was an 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church who served as a missionary 
teacher at the Wesleyan Bible College 
in Jamaica for 21 years. Rev. Bortner 
also taught at the Kentucky Mountain 
Bible College for seven years. A brother 
preceded her in death. She is survived 
by two sisters, three brothers, and 
several nieces and nephews.

CLARk, REV. YORTON, SR. (84)
Rev. Yorton Clark, Sr., lived in Olathe, 
Kan., at the time of his death. An 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church, he was a graduate of Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University. Rev. Clark 
pastored over 50 years at churches in 
Ohio, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, and 
Minnesota. Survivors include Thelma, 
his wife of 62 years, four daughters,  
one son, 18 grandchildren, and 23  
great-grandchildren.

COFFEY, REV. pAUL (84)  
Rev. Paul Coffey lived in Ringgold, 
Ga., at the time of his death. He was 
an ordained minister in The Wesleyan 
Church and pastored churches in 
Tennessee and Georgia. Rev. Coffey 
served in the United States Navy 
during World War II. His ship was 45 
minutes out when the atomic bomb was 
dropped over Hiroshima, and he was 
one of the last living witnesses to the 
explosion. Rev. Coffey was preceded in 
death by two brothers and two sisters. 

Obituaries
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HOWARD, REV. VANN (84)
Rev. Vann Howard lived in Greensboro, 
N.C., at the time of his death. He was an 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church and pastored churches in the 
North Carolina East District. Survivors 
include his wife, Jessie, of 62 years, one 
son, and one daughter.
 
JENNINGS, mARY (91)
Mary Faith Jennings lived in Brevard, 
N.C., at the time of her death. Mrs. 
Jennings ministered alongside her 
husband, Dr. Lowell Jennings, who 
served as a medical missionary for 
The Wesleyan Church to India and 
Sierra Leone, West Africa. Survivors 
include two sons, two daughters, 
eleven grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, one brother, and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  

LOVIN, EARLINE RICkmAN (81)
Earline Rickman Lovin lived in High 
Point, N.C., at the time of her death. 
She and her first husband, Rev. Harold 
Rickman, pastored Wesleyan churches 
in North Carolina. Rev. Rickman 

preceded her in death. She later 
married Dr. C. Wesley Lovin, who also 
served as a Wesleyan pastor, as well as 
General Secretary of the Department of 
Extension and Evangelism at Wesleyan 
headquarters and an evangelist. Dr. 
Lovin also preceded her in death. Mrs. 
Lovin is survived by two sons, one 
daughter, three sisters, three brothers, 
six grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter. 

mUELLER, m. JEANNE (89)
Margaret Jeanne Mueller lived in Lakin, 
Kan., at the time of her death. Mrs. 
Mueller served as a Sunday school 
teacher for 35 years and also enjoyed 
sending boxes of supplies for world 
missions. When she could no longer 
teach Sunday school, she served on 
the prayer team at her church. She was 
preceded in death by three brothers 
and three sisters. She is survived by 
her husband, Calvin, two sons, three 
daughters, eleven grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren. 

NIxON, bEN (67)
Ben Nixon lived in Denver, N.C., at the 
time of his death. A veteran of the U.S. 
Marines, he attended Denver Wesleyan 
Church where his wife, Rev. Kay Nixon, 
serves as assistant pastor. Ben was 
preceded in death by his parents and 
two brothers. Survivors include Kay, his 
wife of 39 years, one brother, one niece, 
and three nephews. 

OLANDER, A. IRENE (91)
Irene Feaster Olander lived in Rock 
Hill, S.C., at the time of her death. She 
served as a pastor’s wife with Rev. Carl 
E. Olander who preceded her in death. 
She and her husband, an ordained 
minister with The Wesleyan Church, 
pastored churches in Wisconsin, 
Indiana, and Illinois. Irene graduated 
from Marion College (now Indiana 
Wesleyan University) in 1943. She 
is survived by three daughters, four 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild, 
and several cousins.

zAmbIAN WESLEYAN kNOWN IN U.S. 
DIES IN TRAGIC ACCIDENT 

Rev. Richman Syabbamba, 42, an ordained minister with The Pilgrim 
Wesleyan Church of Zambia, died September 19, 2012, in an auto accident 
in Zambia. He was best known in the United States for his role in training 
and leading the Zambia Orphan Choir for World Hope International (WHI) 
that toured the country twice, in 2004 and 2006. He also served as a youth 
coordinator for World Hope in Zambia. Rev. Syabbamba leaves behind his 
wife, Regina, and five children.

DR. JAmES RIDGWAY, 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCH 
STATESmAN, pASSES

Dr. James Ridgway, 82, died 
September 19, 2012, in Melbourne, 
Australia. He was one of the founders 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of Australia and was its recognized 
elder statesman after the passing of his 
father, Kingsley Ridgway, in 1979.
 Dr. James Ridgway served as 
a pastor in Australia and also in 
the U.S. while pursuing advanced 
degrees. A noted scholar and leader, 
he led Kingsley College in Melbourne 
for 15 years and then served as a 
district superintendent and national 
superintendent of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Australia. 
His wife, Melva, his children, and 
grandchildren survive him.
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pASTOR OF HILLSIDE WESLEYAN  
pASSES ON mISSION TRIp
 
REV. DAVID mERCER, 51, senior pastor 
of Hillside Wesleyan Church in Port Huron, 
Mich., died Sunday, December 9, 2012, from a 
heart attack while in Managua, Nicaragua on a 
mission trip. 
 A graduate of Kentucky Mountain Bible 
College, Rev. Mercer had pastored for 30 years 
in Michigan, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. 
He was a leader of numerous associations and 
was the church health and fitness director for the 
East Michigan District. 
 Rev. Mercer was known for saying every 
Sunday, “Love God. Love others. Prove it!” And 
he lived that out vibrantly in his own life. He is 
survived by his wife, Renee, and four children, 
two of whom are in high school.

pIATT, REV. FOSTER E., SR. (90), FATHER 
OF THE FLORIDA WESLEYAN DISTRICT 
Rev. Foster E. Piatt was living in Port Richey, 
Fla., when he died. A graduate of Marion College 
(Ind.) and an ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church, he planted 
or built 23 churches in Florida, starting with Brooksville in 1957. He 
established the Florida District of the church and served 32 years 
as its superintendent, also founding Wesleyan Village, a Brooksville 
retirement community. Rev. Piatt was a gifted musician who hand-
crafted guitars and banjos. Survivors include his wife of 67 years, Mary, 
two daughters, one son, nine grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

pRICE, VERNON WESLEY (78)
Vernon Wesley Price lived in High Point, N.C., at the time of his death. 
He and his wife, Ruth, served as Pilgrim Holiness missionaries in St. 
Kitts, 1960-1965. Prior to that, they pastored at Pine Grove Pilgrim 
Holiness Church in eastern Pennsylvania. Survivors include his wife, 
one son, one daughter, and two grandchildren.

zERbY, REV. EUGENE (89) 
Rev. Eugene Zerby lived in Tucson, Ariz., at the time of his death. 
An ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church, Rev. Zerby pastored 
churches in Arizona, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. He 
and his wife, Florence, founded Elderhaven, a home for the elderly. 
Survivors include his wife of 67 years, three daughters, one sister, 
five grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and one great-great-
grandchild.
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