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 “See that girl over there? We are 
calling her Ruth and telling her who 
she is with the Bible story of Ruth. See 
that boy?” he continued, “We named 
him Daniel and we are describing the 
character qualities he has by telling him 
the stories of Daniel.” I had to excuse 
myself, because some of the children 
saw me crying, and I was becoming a 
distraction.
 Did you know that each victorious 
person, filled with the Holy Spirit, will 
also be the bearer of a new name? “I 
will also give that person a white stone 
with a new name written on it, known 
only to the one who receives it.” (Rev 
2:17b). God saves us from all kinds of 
hopelessness, but we are so transformed 
and made new in him, that a new name 
is needed to tell our story. Somehow, I 
caught this on that hot, humid morning 
in Vapi, India. 

This is the joy of being made new!

he train from Mumbai to  
Vapi, India, was a five-hour 
ride. With only bars over 
the open windows, soot 

and smells blew generously through 
our overcrowded car, with the legs of 
passengers seated above us dangling 
down. Thousands lived along the tracks 
in hovels made of discarded plastic, 
waiting for passengers to throw out 
something edible or sellable. 
 On our arrival, Samuel Justin greeted 
us with an infectious smile and whisked 
us to his church. A Wesleyan leader in 
Gujarat, India, Samuel introduced me 
to about 30 small children all dressed in 
uniforms and sitting on pews. With no 
building at first, few supplies, and only a 
big vision and a few volunteers, Samuel 
had courageously started this school. 
 I had seen such hopelessness along 
the tracks, and as I looked into the eyes 
of these children I sensed some hope 
breaking through. Leaning in, Samuel 
spoke in a whisper, “See these children?” 
He pointed to seven of them. “These 
are children of prostitutes. They are the 
lowest people in our society. In fact, they 
had no names.” 

“They had no names.”

 Without waiting for my mind to 
catch up to his words, he said, “Since 
they had no names, we gave them biblical 
names and are teaching them who they 
are by the names we are giving them.” 

T
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 GRACE
for Transformed

LIVES

By Chris Bounds

 Within each of us is the desire to love God without 
reservation, to live in faithful obedience to him, and to 
give ourselves in love and service to other people, just 
as Christ did. This is the human yearning for holiness. 
Every Christian knows this longing. It comes to us in 
quiet moments of personal devotion or public worship 
when our soul experiences God’s holy presence. It arises in 
moments of frustration when our best intentions to follow 
Christ falter and we fail God once again. And it arises in 
moments when we serve others, but recognize our service 
is motivated by selfish motives. As we go through life, 
inevitably, there are moments in which our heart’s cry for 
holiness comes to the fore. 
 Jesus taught that we are created by God to love 
God with all of our being and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. By God’s grace we are capable of reflecting 
divine love and walking in the righteousness of love. 

p ersonal 

The deepest longing  
of the human heart 
is to be fully 
God’s. 
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owever, we recognize immediately the disparity 
between our internal motivations, outward 
actions and the holiest desires of our heart. 

Because of human sinfulness, the natural bent or tendency 
of our heart is to love ourselves more than God and 
neighbor. Even when we want to serve God and to give 
ourselves selflessly to others, when “the rubber hits the 
road,” we falter all too often. 
 Is there grace available through Christ that can heal the 
distorted conditions of our lives? To resolve the conflict of 
a divided life seems like a glorious dream and a stunning 
answer to our heart’s prayer. The good news of Jesus Christ 
is God can set us free to love and walk as faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 When the Spirit takes residence in our lives at 
conversion, he begins the process of transforming our 
attitudes, interests, and actions, while confronting us with 
our selfishness and sin. This is often called “initial” and 
“progressive” sanctification. Wesleyans believe the Spirit can 
(1) deliver us from this selfishness, (2) enable us to love God 
with our whole heart and our neighbor as ourselves and (3) 
make possible our complete obedience to God’s revealed 
will. This work of the Spirit has been called Christian 
perfection, perfect love, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
entire sanctification, and the filling of the Spirit. However, 

the work of sanctification does not end here. Over time, as 
we continue to submit to the Spirit, our love deepens, and 
our knowledge and understanding of God’s will increases, 
thereby bringing us into greater conformity with Christ until 
we reach “final sanctification” at the moment of glorification 
in death.
 While all groups in the Wesleyan branches of the church 
teach about initial, progressive, and entire sanctification, 
there are differences in their teaching on how a person 
experiences entire sanctification. 

H

          The Longer
Way

 The 

Shorter
Way

I will outline the three primary 
positions, beginning with the most 
optimistic and concluding with the 
most pessimistic...

ENTIRE 
SANCTIFICATION
NOW BY
CONSECRATION
& FAITH

ENTIRE
SANCTIFICATION 
BY SEEKING
UNTIL YOU
RECEIVE

ENTIRE
SANCTIFICATION
BY LONG 
PROCESS OF 
GROWTH

Resolving the 
continual struggle 
against sin seems like 
a glorious dream and 
a stunning answer to 
our heart’s prayer.

 The 

Middle
Way
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Unlike the “shorter way,” this 
perspective does not propose 
that the faith required to 
receive entire sanctification is a 
power given to us to exercise at 
any moment. Rather, sanctifying 
faith is seen as a special gift of 
God in his timing, a grace with 
which a Christian can choose to 
cooperate or not. 
 John Wesley’s teaching on grace and 
faith is at the heart of this holiness teaching. 
Wesley taught that a person is totally 
dependent on God’s grace for the work of 

The most optimistic view 
on holiness teaches that 
Christians can experience entire 
sanctification now, in the present 
moment, through an act of full 
consecration and faith. 

Believers surrender their lives to the 
lordship of Christ and trust God. The work 
of consecration and faith by a Christian is 
met immediately by the Holy Spirit with 
deliverance from the inner bent toward sin. 
Power is given to walk in love of God and 
neighbor. 
 Every believer has the God-given 
ability, as a gift of prevenient grace or 
regenerating grace, to do the human work 
required in entire sanctification. From the 
moment of conversion, any Christian has 
the ability to receive entire sanctification. 
Because the Holy Spirit is always ready to 
respond to a personal act of consecration 
and faith, only ignorance on the part of 
a believer, an unwillingness to surrender 
fully to the Lord, or a lack of will to believe 
become the root causes for not experiencing 
entire sanctification. 

 This teaching makes a distinction 
between entire sanctification and Christian 
maturity. It is possible for a person to be set 
free from inward and outward sin, perfected 
in love, and empowered for ministry, but 
not have the knowledge, wisdom, and 
experience necessary for Christian maturity. 
 Traditionally, this view has been termed 
the “shorter way” for its emphasis on the 
immediate possibility of the experience of 
entire sanctification and not necessarily 
having to wait a great length of time after 
conversion. Primarily associated with 
the teaching of Phoebe Palmer and the 
American holiness movement, this position 
can be seen in Keith Drury’s Holiness for 
Ordinary People, in Kenneth Grider’s A 
Wesleyan-Holiness Theology, and is the 
position expressed in the Articles of Religion 
of The Wesleyan Church. 

 The 

Middle
Way

 The

Shorter
Way

salvation, even for saving faith. At each stage 
in the road of salvation more grace is needed 
to move forward. 
 Wesley taught that prevenient grace 
(literally, the grace that “comes before) is 
available to every person, giving us the 
ability to respond to God’s love. Then more 
grace has to be given to create the possibility 
of saving faith. This grace is communicated 
through the various “means of grace,” most 
notably through the Word of God, prayer, 
and the preaching of the gospel. A person 
can choose to cooperate with God’s grace 
or not. To the grace made available at 
conversion, more grace must be given in 
order to make entire sanctification possible. 
 In this perspective, Christians actively 
continue in the various means of grace, 
consecrate themselves, and seek the gift 
of entire sanctification, waiting for God’s 
gracious action to enable it. Thus, a person 
cannot be entirely sanctified at any given 
moment, but only in those times and places 
in which God may choose to make grace 
available that can create such faith. 
 Among the various Wesleyan models, 
this teaching may be called the “middle 
way,” navigating between the simplicity of 
the “shorter way” and the arduous nature 
of the “longer way,” addressed next. “The 

middle way” is seen in Steve DeNeff ’s 
Whatever Became of Holiness?, in some of 
John Wesley’s writings like “The Scripture 
Way of Salvation,” and can also be argued 
as a possible interpretation of The Wesleyan 
Church’s Articles of Religion.
 The “middle way” is often a default 
position for Christians holding to the 
“shorter way.” When the “shorter way” 
has not immediately brought about entire 
sanctification in people’s lives, the “middle 
way” has been used in offering practical 
counsel. For example, when people have 
consecrated themselves fully to Christ 
and they have done all they know to do 
to receive entire sanctification, and still it 
remains unrealized, often they are counseled 
to keep seeking this experience earnestly 
until God brings it to them. Consciously or 
unconsciously, there is the recognition of the 
role of God’s timing in this experience. This 
is seen clearly in Keith Drury’s book Holiness 
for Ordinary People where he articulates the 
“shorter way,” but in his practical instruction 
for “seekers” of entire sanctification, he 
advises people who have not immediately 
experienced this work of grace to keep 
seeking it in the various “means of grace” 
until God brings it.

Wesleyans have the most optimistic view of how 
dramatically we can be changed by God’s grace.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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07POSITIONAL VIEW

• Focus is exclusively on 
positional holiness

• One view: Christians 
are so sinful to the core, 
even minimal imparted 
sanctification is impossible

• Another view: Salvation is 
seen almost exclusively as a 
“ticket to heaven.”

• This view is a 
misunderstanding, a 
misappropriation of Luther’s 
and Calvin’s theology of 
imputed righteousness.

• Christians always fall short 
of God’s law in thought, 
word, and deed. Everything 
is tainted by the sin nature.

• Christians can better 
approximate God’s law 
through sanctification, but 
never meet it.

• Christians gripped by the 
realization of justification 
can do good works untainted 
by sin or selfishness, 
motivated solely out of love 
for God or neighbor.

• In any given moment 
Christians either act out of 
the “new man” or “old man.” 
The “new man” acts out of 
love alone. Can’t ever be free 
of “old man.” 

• Christians can be free from 
willful sin, but cannot be 
liberated from original sin.

• Willful sin is the exception 
rather than the norm in the 
Christian life.

Robert McQuilkin, Bill Bright, 
Ian Thomas

Martin Luther, Gerhard Forde, 
John Brug

John Calvin, J.I. Packer, R.C. SproulNo credible theologians
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03 LONGER WAY

• Can be free from willful sin 
and original sin, not infirmity

• Believers can experience 
entire sanctification after a 
long process of dying to self 
and spiritual development.

• Few Christians will 
experience this depth of 
sanctification in this life. 

• Entire sanctification and 
ultimate spiritual maturity 
are synonymous.

• Can be free from willful sin 
and original sin, not infirmity

• Consecration and faith 
are not inherent powers in 
Christians. To grace given in 
conversion, more grace must 
be given.

• Believers can experience 
entire sanctification when 
grace capable of creating 
sanctifying faith is made 
available. 

• Can be free from willful sin 
and original sin, not infirmity

• Consecration and faith are 
inherent powers in Christians 
as a result of prevenient 
grace or conversion.

• Believers can experience 
entire sanctification when 
they become fully devoted.

• Makes distinction between 
entire sanctification and 
spiritual maturity.

A decisive event 
that occurs when 
a believer chooses 
entire consecration, 
then by faith receives 
the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, which 
cleanses the heart 
from inbred sin.

Thomas Oden, Randy Maddox, 
The more pessimistic John Wesley

Steve DeNeff, The more optimistic 
John Wesley

Phoebe Palmer, Keith Drury, 
The Wesleyan Church
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Watch group discussion of 
Chris Bounds on holiness
 www.wesleyan.org/videos
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         The Longer
Way

What does this
all mean?

The third Wesleyan teaching on 
holiness emphasizes that entire 
sanctification is realized most often 
in a Christian’s life only after a long 
journey of dying to self, following many 
years of spiritual development. 

There will be some Christians who will realize entire 
sanctification in the present life, but most will not 
experience it until just before death or at the point of 
death. A belief in the persistence and stubbornness 
of sin forms the heart of this belief, a stubbornness 
that can be overcome only through long and gradual 
growth in grace, personal denial, and spiritual 
development. 
 While this view does not deny the possibility of 
a shorter process, or the exercise of personal faith in 
appropriating entire sanctification, its focus is on the 
long progression. 
 Many who adhere to this equate entire 
sanctification with Christian maturity. It can be 
viewed, therefore, as a more lofty view of entire 
sanctification. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is always 
being fully manifested, so that Christians are always 
joyful, always giving thanks, always loving to the fullest 
extent. The movement toward this state of perfection 
generally is only possible by gradual growth in grace, 
wisdom, knowledge, experience, and the practice of 
spiritual disciplines. As such, entire sanctification is 
not really seen as a possibility for new converts, but 
only for those who have diligently followed Christ for 
many years. Entire sanctification from this perspective 
is ultimate spiritual maturity.
 This view has been called the “longer way.” It 
is embraced in Thomas Oden’s Life in the Spirit: 
Systematic Theology Volume Three, in Randy Maddox’s 
Responsible Grace: John Wesley’s Practical Theology, 
and in John Wesley’s more pessimistic writings, such 
as “Brief Thoughts on Christian Perfection.” While this 
has not been the dominant teaching in the American 
holiness tradition, or the official teaching of The 
Wesleyan Church, it has been embraced by many in 
various Wesleyan circles. 

 One of the clear distinctives common to the three Wesleyan traditions, and 
setting us apart from some other evangelical teachings, is the depth to which sin 
is addressed. Not only do Wesleyans believe Christians can be liberated from 
willful sin, being empowered to live lives of obedience to Christ, we also teach 
that through the work of the Holy Spirit believers can be set free from the inner 
propensity to rebellion, selfishness and pride, and have their hearts oriented in 
love to God. 
 The ultimate purpose of inward sanctification is “perfect love,” a love of 
God with all “heart, soul, mind and strength” and the “love of neighbor as self,” 
which is the fulfillment of the two great commandments. The inward sanctifying 
work of the Spirit removes the obstacles to the heart’s orientation of love for 
God and neighbor. Although the Wesleyan tradition has called this “perfect 
love,” it does not imply a static state, but rather a deepening and maturing over 
time, never reaching an end in development. 
 Also, once a person has been sanctified, Wesleyans affirm that there is never 
a state in the present life where Christians are immune from temptation, or no 
longer need the grace of Christ and the means of grace. The continual struggle 
between the Spirit and “the flesh” is broken in entire sanctification, but that 
does not mean that believers are without infirmities, without any occasion for 
struggle. Being set free from the “bent toward sin” does not set a person free 

Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Associated with entire 
sanctification, it is based on biblical passages stating that the baptism 
Jesus Christ would perform surpasses water baptism.

Christian perfection –Wesley defined Christian perfection as 
“pure love” that reigns in the heart of an individual, a possibility for 
every person who has been justified by faith.

Consecration – In the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition, this term 
refers to absolute surrender, entire devotion of one’s life to God.

Imparted righteousness – A gift of God given at the moment 
of the new birth, in which God begins the process of making us holy; 
different from imputed righteousness.

Imperfections – A category in Wesley’s thought, not equivalent 
to sin, similar to involuntary transgressions and infirmities;  human 
limitations that do not have a moral quality.

The ultimate purpose of 
sanctification is to re-orient our 
hearts toward God, so we may 
truly love God and love others.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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Selected glossary items from Discovering 
Christian Holiness, by Diane Leclerc

from temptation or the possibility of being drawn to sin.
 Believers are dependent upon God’s grace for 
continuing to walk in entire sanctification. Wesley compared 
this dependency to a branch being connected to a vine. 
A Christian must be connected continually to Christ, 
dependent upon Christ for the grace necessary to walk 
in perfect love. Christians must therefore always avail 
themselves of the means of grace.
 For those who have desired to be fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ and have not had the inner resources to 
be so, this offers hope and promise in the present life. 
The proclamation of holiness and the experience of entire 
sanctification truly becomes good news.
 In the history of Christianity, all three views have been 
used by God to bring people into the experience of entire 
sanctification. God in his care has used different avenues in 
helping his people in move toward perfect love. But one of 
the chief contributions of the holiness movement and the 
teaching of The Wesleyan Church has been the optimism in 
which it has affirmed that entire sanctification can truly be 
experienced sooner rather than much later. A Christian does 
not have to wait a lifetime to “grow into” entire sanctification. 
 The beauty of The Wesleyan Church’s teaching is the 
optimism that God does work in the present moment to 
bring about entire sanctification. It fosters a posture of 
expectation and earnest seeking, confident that the holiest 
longings of the human heart can be realized in our lives, 
sooner rather than later. 

CONSECRATION

If we desire to experience entire sanctification, we need to fully 
surrender our lives to Jesus Christ. We need to give it all to God—
our dreams, talents, fears, hurts, physical resources, strongholds of 
sin, pride, etc.—and withhold nothing. Christ must have it all. 

BELIEVE GOD’S PROMISES 

All the New Testament is dripping with the stories of people whose 
hearts were completely changed. We are “made new in the attitude 
of your minds; and . . . created to be like God in true righteousness 
and holiness” (Eph. 4:23-24). 
 If we desire to experience entire sanctification, we need 
to believe that Christ presently makes people holy in decisive 
moments. Our hearts can be reoriented, now, in love toward God 
and neighbor. 

ASK 

Because this is the work of Christ made possible through the cross 
and the Resurrection, we are dependent upon God to do this 
miraculous work in our lives. Therefore, we must ask him for this 
grace. The filling of the Spirit comes in response to prayer. This is a 
prayer of faith in which we truly believe that Christ desires to do this 
work and is willing to do it now in our lives. If we lack faith, then 
we must pray first for the faith. As one disciple said, “Lord, I believe. 
Help my unbelief.” 

KEEP SEEKING

If the grace of perfect love is not received when Christians first ask 
for it, we should persistently seek this experience and the necessary 
faith. We do this through the various means of grace. In scripture 
reading and worship, listen for the still, small voice of God. During 
the Lord’s Supper, focus on the cross and your consecration. Set 
times aside for fasting and prayer—look forward to quiet times with 
the Lord. Seek out godly Christians to hear their testimonies of how 
God worked in their hearts. Read biographies of Christians who 
lived lives of complete surrender to God. When the altar is open, 
go forward to pray. Take opportunities to reach out in service to the 
least, the last, and the lost, asking God to give you a heart of love 
for people as you serve them. If you consecrate yourself and persist, 
God will come with his grace.
 May we as The Wesleyan Church continue to be faithful in our 
proclamation of “Holiness unto the Lord” and may God continue to 
use us to bring people into the grace of full salvation.  

SPIRITUAL COUNSEL ON

EXPERIENCING ENTIRE 
SANCTIFICATION

Imputed righteousness – The righteousness of 
Jesus credited to the Christian, enabling one to be justified. 
This does not speak to God’s inwardly transforming and 
cleansing the individual.

Love (agape, Greek) – Unconditional, self-sacrificing 
love of God for humanity, which we are called to imitate in 
our own lives, both to friends and enemies.

Prevenient grace – Grace that awakens the spiritual 
senses; God taking the initiative in conversion, inclining us 
to turn to him, repent, and believe, but never irresistibly.

Redemption – Implies liberation from sin and receiving 
a new purpose, namely, to love God with all our being and 
our neighbors as ourselves.

Sanctifcation, entire – A second crisis experience 
following regeneration that cleanses one from original sin, 
or cancels out the carnal nature and the bent toward sinning.

Watch Chris Bounds’ 
testimony of being filled
 www.wesleyan.org/videos

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDBfXKglqSQ&feature=youtu.be
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Church of 
Brotherly 

LoveBy Kerry Kind

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

Joseph’s humble, loving service wins an 
audience for his story about Jesus.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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He has found his “sweet spot,” a local ministry in which he is 
uniquely effective. What makes his people unusual are the many 
former Muslims who have turned to Christ and now form the bulk 
of his membership.
 Joseph had a Muslim heritage. His given name was 

Mohammed. Growing up in Sierra Leone, Africa, he gave his heart to Christ 
in a Wesleyan church in his village. Called to preach, he attended Bible college 
and then, with the country crushed by a civil war, he immigrated to the U.S. In 
April, 2002, within just a few months of arriving from Africa, he started Faith 
Wesleyan Church in Philadelphia. 
 There is a large community of former Sierra Leoneans in Philadelphia, 
and they love to gather for monthly feasts and celebrations and stay connected. 
Almost all of them are Muslims, but Joseph was one exception. By inviting 
people in that community, Joseph began Bible studies with an initial group of 
25 people.
 Today Faith Wesleyan is well-established with 150-200 members, and on 
every other Sunday, more than 300 attend. No longer just Sierra Leoneans, the 
church now includes Liberians, Nigerians, Guyanese, and African-Americans 
as well. Many of them were once Muslims and came to Jesus Christ through 
this ministry. 
 Joseph’s method is to love them into the kingdom. In our conversation 
I could sense his Spirit-filled love for others and his selflessness. He has a 
winsome, humble personality. When he speaks about his faith in Christ, some 
Muslims want to argue with him about God and theology, but he won’t debate. 
He just tells his story. But he is always there when a member of the community 
is sick or when a loved one dies. The expatriate Muslim community finds in 
Joseph a friend who is there helping people in need, finding housing, and 
serving in a multitude of other ways. His authentic love and service win an 
audience for his story about Jesus, and they keep coming to Christ. Just in 
the last few months, over thirty new Christians have been baptized. Not all 
of the new Christians become part of Faith Wesleyan. Other churches in the 
Philadelphia area have been enriched by the fruit of his ministry.
 Joseph’s vision is contagious. Faith Wesleyan engages in missions work, 
giving at least 10 percent of offerings away, often to help raise up and train 
more leaders for the churches in Sierra Leone. They are on a growth trajectory 
to double in five years, but also have plans to start daughter churches, and 
Joseph is holding classes to prepare leaders for that.
 The church purchased a valuable urban store-front property in Darby, 
a Philadelphia suburb, for its meetings. Most of the members are lower-
middle class, and I asked how the church was able to afford the mortgage. 
Joseph pointed to the apartments above the church. “There are six apartments 
upstairs. Even though we charge less than the market value, the rents cover the 
mortgage payment. Some of our tenants are members!” Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation had a hand in this. When WIF Director Craig Dunn was helping 
Joseph review the possibilities, he saw the Darby location with the apartments 
upstairs and advised him to go for it. With help from WIF and the Penn-Jersey 

District, they did so, and have not regretted it. Even so, 
they are now outgrowing that location.
 As a former missionary in Sierra Leone, I admit 
I was occasionally disappointed when a gifted leader 
who had been trained by the church chose to leave the 
country. This takes on a different outlook, however, 
when we realize that probably no one but someone like 
Joseph could be winning all these Muslims to Christ in 
Philadelphia. He followed God’s leading and is doing 
exactly what he is supposed to be doing. 
 Another transplanted African who pastors in 
Philadelphia is Germain Coulibaly. Originally from 
Burkina Faso, Africa, Germain received his Bible 
education in France. He also spent four years in 
Germany and led a successful church plant there. 
Upon his arrival in the U.S. in 1999, he spoke German, 
French, Haitian Creole, and seven African languages, 
and quickly learned English. He began worshipping 
at a Haitian church in Philadelphia and ended up 
marrying Shirly, the Wesleyan pastor’s daughter. 
 Germain supported himself for over a decade by 
working for a language interpreting company, all the 
time serving as an evangelist in Philadelphia. Three 
years ago, he planted a new church there: Crossroads 
Wesleyan. It is truly multinational, with attendees 
originally from Burkina Faso, Nigeria, and other 
African countries, from Korea and Pakistan, and from 
Haiti, Jamaica, Antigua, and other Caribbean nations. 
An entire Pakistani family, formerly Muslim, recently 
came to Christ there. 
 Germain also volunteers for Voice of the Martyrs 
(Canada) by traveling around the world to make 
contact and assist people in countries where Christians 
suffer intense persecution. His language expertise and 
cultural skills come in useful, yet this is done with  
real risk. To lessen the danger to him and people he 
may contact, a photo that might identify him cannot 
be published. 
 Germain Coulibaly and Joseph Koroma are 
examples of Wesleyan pastors who came from other 
parts of the world, but who have been “leaning into” 
God’s calling and have been bearing fruit in ministries 
that are incredibly unique and probably out of reach 
for native-born North Americans. They are seeing God 
working out his special plan in their lives.

J osePH KoroMa is a Wesleyan 
Pastor anD eVanGelist. 
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Has God changed 
your heart and filled it 
with love for God and 
others? Has God perfected 
your love so that your heart is 
full of love?
 Perfect love is more than 
being cleansed from bitterness, 
grudges, malice, ill will, 
envy, hate, and other inward 
sins—though this happens in 
cleansing. Beyond this freedom, 
God can give you a baptism in 
love for himself and others. Not 
just loving likable people, but 

loving the unlikable, even your 
enemies? People may perturb 
you like they did Jesus, yet even 
when perturbed, do you love 
them still?
 This love is more than a 
feeling. It’s a mind-set, really a 
heart-set. It’s saying, “I shall love 
others, for that is what the Lord 
wants me to do.” It’s active love, 
pursuing the best for others in 
every case. It’s compassionate, 
selflessly committed to helping 
others without concern for 
personal return.

 The two greatest 
commandments aren’t traps set 
by Christ to show you how bad 
you are. They are not impossible 
commands. They are promises 
to his children—love God with 
all your heart, mind, strength, 
and soul, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. Won’t he 
give us the means to do what he 
called us to do?

Excerpted from Holiness for Ordinary People  

(25th anniversary ed.), p.124-125

Teaching

By Keith Drury

Perfect love

http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/v_video_4
http://www.wphonline.com
http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/v_video_4
mailto:wph@wesleyan.org
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A Bright Light
in Spanish speaking Africa

Damian was born again when he 

heard gospel preaching at the beach.

Story

Locked from the 
outside world, 
terror reigned 
and Christians 
were horribly 
persecuted.

Damian Asumu
and wife, Paolina

Agapito 
Mang Abingo

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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quatorial Guinea was a colony of Spain 
until 1968. A small country on the west 
side of Africa, the official language is 
Spanish, but the culture is African. 

After independence, a brutal Communist government 
locked itself from the outside world and terror reigned. 
Christians were horribly persecuted. In addition, 
economic conditions were among the worst.
 Rev. Benjamín Galarce, his wife, Dalia, and I visited 
Equatorial Guinea in January 2000 after political change 
had brought peace and freedom. Benjamín was Director 
of JIBACAM and superintendent of The Wesleyan 
Church in Puerto Rico. JIBACAM is the Wesleyan 
mission board for Spanish-speaking countries. It was an 
unforgettable moment when the Galarces and I arrived 
at midnight from cold, snowy Zurich. At the equator 
the air was hot and sticky. People we met made it clear 
that this was not a tourist-friendly country. All doubts 
disappeared, however, when we spied the smiling face of 
Pastor Damian Asumu.
 Damian is the founder of the “Joy of Salvation 
Church” in the major city of Bata. He shared how his 
life was a mess, out of control, as a young man. One day 
he heard the gospel being preached on the beach at the 
ocean. God touched his heart and he was born again. 
In 1996, Paolina became his wife and together they 
have served the Lord by starting a church. Damian had 
become friends with a Wesleyan, Rev. Luis Azofeifa, a 
Costa Rican pastor, and was inviting us to come and 
partner together. 
 Equatorial Guinea began to develop an oil industry. 
Today, it has a booming economy to match the growth 
in democracy and personal freedoms. The Wesleyan 
Church has seen growth, too. In 2000, there were only 
the mother church in Bata and three small church plants. 
Today, there are 17 local churches and several preaching 
points under the leadership of Rev. Damian Asumu. The 
mother church is building a 1000-seat sanctuary in a 
strategic new area near the stadium. 

 The story of Equatorial Guinea includes a 
missionary from Peru. Anita Carrión was called to 
ministry and after Bible school, she became a successful 
pastor. She was even elected to serve as superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church in Peru, which had 52 
congregations at the time. It was at a JIBACAM Missions 
Conference that God called her to Africa. After seven 
years of leading the church in Peru, Anita became a 
missionary to Africa from 2005-2009. 
 Up until then, the young African church had not 
given much attention to children’s ministries. Anita 
prayed fervently for God to help her in this venture 
in a very challenging new country. She began to make 
progress and identified a young man named Agapito, 
who was developing a passion for ministry to kids. Anita 
mentored him and arranged for him to be trained in 
Brazil in child evangelism. Later, Agapito was named 
by a child evangelism agency as the national director 
of child evangelism in Equatorial Guinea. The passion 
and vision Agapito developed for child evangelism was 
transformational! 
 Anita fought malaria and other tropical diseases. 
With her health in decline, she was forced to depart the 
land of her heart call. But because Anita paid the price, 
an incredibly fruitful Christian worker was recruited, 
mentored, and trained to replace her. This is what 
effective missionaries do. 
 In May of this year, John Croft and I trained a team 
of three men for the JESUS film ministry in Equatorial 
Guinea. By September I was able to witness an open-air 
showing in a village. There were 58 people present and 
eight people ages 16-25 went forward to receive Christ 
for the first time. The pastor, who had only been at the 
church for one month, was thrilled! This is happening 
over and over with the full-time JESUS film team. 
 An older man, not a believer, came to a JESUS 
film showing. For weeks he had been having stomach 
troubles and was bending over in severe pain. When the 
team prayed for him in faith, he was healed in body and 
soul! He is now faithfully following Jesus Christ.
 The JESUS film team said they have experienced 
strong spiritual opposition before every showing. But 
with great smiles on their faces, they say, “Greater is he 
that is in us than he that is in the world!”

E
By Rick West

Photo Gallery
www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/thewesleyanchurch
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Fill me with your love, your joy, your 
      holiness and make me new again.
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I can’t imagine that Christians would 
consciously ask the Holy Spirit to “lay off” 
from working in our lives. 

We would not intentionally urge him to go away. It’s more likely 
that he would quietly step aside without us even noticing, because 
we stop paying him any attention. Some of us may never have really 
invited his power into our lives in the first place!
 What truly defines when you became a Christian? Was 
it when you repented? When you prayed the sinner’s prayer? 
When God gave you the gift of faith? When you were baptized? 
Was it a longer process instead of an instantaneous event?
 Actually, the crucial moment, the one that these others 
would have revolved around, is when God’s Spirit flowed into 
your life and began dwelling in your heart. Romans 8:9 states 
that you do not belong to Christ if the Spirit of Christ is not “in” 
you. You can see Paul’s puzzlement in Acts 19:1-7 when some 
people were trying to follow “the way,” but had never received 
the Holy Spirit. They knew about John the Baptist, but they did 
not know about Jesus. When Paul baptized them in Jesus’ name, 
the Holy Spirit began to show his power in their lives. The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of Christ.
 The Holy Spirit is God’s seal of ownership on us (2 Cor. 
1:22). Dwelling in our hearts, he is the guarantee of our coming 
inheritance in heaven. No one is truly part of the people of God 
if he or she does not have the Holy Spirit.
 Christians are to be filled by The Holy Spirit as the early 
disciples were in the book of Acts. The Holy Spirit brings purity 
and power to the believer. He brings purity because he is the 
one who purifies our hearts from sin (Acts 15:9). And part of 
the power he brings is the power not to do wrong intentionally. 
 The person Paul is talking about in Romans 7 is someone 
who has not yielded to the Spirit. Such individuals may want to 
do the right thing, but they lack the power of the Spirit to pull it 
off (e.g., Rom. 7:19). Although Paul does not think such defeat 
is normal for a believer (Rom. 6:12), Christians sometimes 
identify with the struggle described in Romans 7.
 Thank God, he has not left us in a state of defeat. The Spirit 
of life sets us free from the power of sin (Rom. 8:2). Those 
who walk in the Spirit will consistently choose not to act on 
temptations to sin (Gal. 5:16), and something is wrong if our 
Christian life is one of continual failure in the face of the same 
temptations.

 I heard a great testimony to this power recently. A young 
man told me how it suddenly occurred to him that he wasn’t 
struggling with some of the things with which he used to 
struggle. They had so faded from his mind that he hadn’t even 
noticed. This pattern should be the norm for a person who is 
filled with the Spirit, someone who gladly gives control to the 
One who energizes them to follow the right way.
 The book of Acts models for us other possibilities that the 
Holy Spirit wants to bring into our lives. For example, he can 
work miracles. Nothing in the New Testament indicates that his 
power to do miracles in or through us is no longer available. On 
the contrary, Jesus told his followers that they would be able to 
do even greater things than he had done on earth (John 14:12).
 Another power the Spirit wants to give us is the power to 
speak about God and Christ openly, even when we fear doing so 
may get us into trouble. The earliest apostles received this power 
to speak boldly in Jerusalem, even though they were uneducated. 
Of course, the Spirit will also give us the wisdom to know when 
to speak and when not to speak. 

 When the early church faced a challenge in Acts, they came 
together to pray. The Holy Spirit came and filled them and they 
received power to be transformed and to serve the Lord (e.g., 
Acts 4:31). What a great model for us today!  When we are 
tempted to do things we know we shouldn’t, God can give us 
power to stop. When we are tempted not to do what we should, 
God can fill us with power to act. It is God’s will that we be filled 
by the Holy Spirit and have power to live and serve victoriously.
 Surely not many believers would intentionally tell the Holy 
Spirit to go away. But some of us have never opened our lives 
fully to let him fill us to the brim. Or perhaps we need a fresh 
filling of his presence. Perhaps we have tried to do the right 
thing in our own power and planning, rather than relying on 
God. Perhaps we have ignored him, not yielding to his love, not 
allowing him to continually make us new and make us his. 
 But it is not too late. Holy Spirit, could you direct my 
thoughts today? Forgive me for being so self-possessed. See if 
there is any sinful way in me and lead me into the paths that are 
straight. Help me to be overwhelmed, filled by your presence. 
Fill me with your love, your joy, your holiness, and make me new 
again and always. 

The Holy Spirit is 
   the Spirit of Christ.

Fill me with your love, your joy, your 
      holiness and make me new again.
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Houghton College

Accounting
Applied Art & Design
Art
 Visual Studies
 Studio
Art Education (PK-12)
Bible
Biochemistry
Biology
Business Administration
Chemistry
Christian Formation
 Outdoor Ministries
 Youth Ministry
Communication
 Integrated Marketing
 Media Arts & Visual Communication
 Rhetorical Communication
Computer Science
Education - Adolescence (7-12)
Education - Inclusive Childhood (1-6)
Engineering - (see Physics - Applied)
English
History
Humanities
Information Technology Management
Intercultural Studies
 French
 International Development
 Islamic Studies
 Linguistics
 Missions
 Spanish
 TESOL
 Urban Studies
International Development
Mathematics
Medical Technology
Music
 Bachelor of Arts in Music
 Bachelor of Music in Performance
 Bachelor of Music in Composition
 Bachelor of Music in Music Education
Philosophy
Physical Education (K-12)
Physical/Health Education (K-12)
Physics
 Physics - Applied [with Engineering emphasis]
 Physics - 3+2 Engineering program
Political Science
Psychology
Recreation
 Equestrian Studies
 Outdoor Education & Camp Administration
Religion
 Church Administration
 Missions & Intercultural Studies
 Music in Worship
 Pastoral Ministry
 Worship in the Arts
Sociology
Spanish
TESOL
Writing

Minors
Australia-New Zealand Studies
Athletic Training
Environmental Stewardship
Family Studies
Forestry
German
Military Leadership
Public Health
Sports Ministry
Theology
World Religions

Pre-Professional Programs
Pre-Art Therapy
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Law
Pre-Med
Pre-Nursing
Pre-Optometry
Pre-Pharmacy
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Physician Assistant

Pre-Seminary
Pre-Veterinary

Dual-Degree Programs
4+1 MBA
3+4 PharmD
3+2 Engineering

ROTC
Army ROTC

Master’s Programs
Master of Arts in Music
Master of Music in Collaborative Performance
Master of Music in Composition 
Master of Music in Conducting 
Master of Music in Performance

Indiana Wesleyan 
University

Accounting
Addictions Counseling
Adolescent Ministries
Applied Health and Fitness
Art Education
Athletic Training
Biblical Literature
Biochemistry
Biochemistry Pre-Med
Biology
Biology Education
Biology Pre-Med
Business Administration
Ceramics
Chemistry
Chemistry Education
Chemistry Pre-Med
Children’s Ministry
Christian Education
Christian Ministries
Christian Worship
Church Music
Communication Studies
Computer Information Systems
Computer Internet Development
Computer Science
Computer Software Engineering
Convergent Journalism
Criminal Justice
Early Childhood
Economics
Education--Elementary
Education--Secondary
Art Education
 English Education
 Exceptional Needs Education
 Mathematics Education
 Music Education
 Physical and Health Education
 Science Education
 Social Studies Education
 Spanish Education
 TESOL Education
English
Entrepreneurship
Exercise Science
Finance
Fine Art
General Studies
Graphic Design
Health Promotion and Wellness
History
Illustration
Intercultural Studies
Interior Design
International and Community Development
International Relations
Leadership
Management
Marketing
Mathematics
Mathematics - Interdisciplinary
Media Communication
Media Design
Medical Technology
Music-Applied
Music Composition
Nursing

Painting
Performance
Photography
Political Science
Political Science Pre-Law
Pre-Art Therapy
Printmaking
Psychology
Public Policy
Public Relations
Recreation Management
Philosophy and Theology
Social Studies
Social Work
Spanish
Sports Management
Sports Ministries
TESOL
Theatre
Transition to Nursing
Writing
Youth Ministries

Pre-Professional 
Pre-Medical Science
Pre-Physical Therapy

Graduate Programs
Educational Specialist (EdS)
Master of Arts
Master of Athletic Training
Master of Business Administration
Master of Divinity
Master of Education
Master of Practical Theology (MPTh)
Master of Public Health
Master of Science
Master of Science in Nursing
MSN in Nursing
Doctor of Education (Ed. D.)
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
Organizational Leadership (PhD)

Kingswood 
University

AAA Evangelism & Compassion Ministry
AA General Education
BA Christian School Education
BA Ministry, with tracks in
 Christian Counseling
 Church Planting
 Global Ministry
 Pastoral Ministry
 Youth Ministry
Bachelor of Theology
Master of Arts in Practical Theology

Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University

Accounting
Biblical and Theological Studies
Biochemistry
Biology
Business
Business Administration
Chemistry
Christian Ministry
Christian Studies
Communication Arts
Criminal Justice
Education-Early Childhood
Education-Elementary
Education-Music-Vocal
Education-Secondary English
Education-Secondary Mathematics
Education-Secondary Biology
Education-Secondary Social Studies
English
English Composition
English Composition/Literature
English Literature
Exercise Science-Clinical
Exercise Science-Nonclinical

Exercise Science-Pre-Therapy
Financial Economics
General Science
General Studies
Global Studies
Health/Physical Education (K-12)
History
History/Political Science
Interdisciplinary Business
Intercultural Studies
Interdisciplinary Business
Management & Leadership
Marketing
Mathematics
Media Design & Strategy
Ministry & Leadership
Music
Music Business
Nursing
Organizational Management & Leadership
Pastoral Ministry
 Biblical and Theological Studies
Pastoral Ministry/Youth Ministry
Pastoral Ministry/Worship Arts
Psychology
Psychology Studies
Social Sciences/Pre-Legal Emphasis
Social Studies/History
Sports Ministry
Sports Marketing
Technical Programs
Worship Arts

Graduate Programs
Masters in Business Administration (MBA)
Masters in Education (MED)

Southern Wesleyan 
University

Applied Computer Science
Biology
Biology Education
Business Administration
Concentration in Accounting
Concentration in Management
Computer Information Systems
Concentration in Business Informatics
Concentration in Forensic Informatics
Concentration in Media Informatics
Chemistry
Criminal Justice Studies
Early Childhood Education
Elementary Education
English
English Education
Environmental Studies
Exercise Science
Forensic Science
History
Human Services
Intercultural Studies
Mathematics
Mathematics Education
Media Communication
Medical Technology
Music
 Concentration in Church Music
Music Education
Physical Education
Pre-Medicine/Pre-Dentistry
Psychology
Recreation, Sport, and Leisure Studies
 Concentration in Leisure Studies
 Concentration in Sports Management
Religion
 Concentration in Bible
 Concentration in NT Greek
 Concentration in Christian Ministry
 Concentration in Children’s Ministry
 Concentration in Youth Ministry
 Concentration in Sports Ministry
 Cognate in Pastoral Studies
Social Science
Special Education

HOUGHTON.EDU

INDWES.EDU

KINGSWOOD.EDU

SWU.EDU

OKWU.EDU

http://www.houghton.edu
http://www.indwes.edu
http://www.kingswood.edu
http://www.okwu.edu
http://www.swu.edu
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Rhonda’s story
“At age 18, I was young, angry, and it was me against the world,” said Rhonda, 
who lost her fiancé in an ATV accident just months before their wedding. 
 Three years later, she married Todd on the 9th green of the golf course 
where he was a professional golfer. A church wedding was not on their radar, 
since an embittered Rhonda was not a “church person.” She grew up in a non-
churched and alcoholic home, and since God didn’t seem to be “showing up” 
for her, she resisted anything having to do with him. 
 But God began to pursue Todd when he met a pastor on the golf course. 
He began attending Grace Point Church (Wesleyan) in Topeka, Kans. 
 Rhonda says, “Todd occasionally dragged me to church, kicking and 
screaming.” 
 Six years into marriage, Rhonda had a miscarriage, and she had one more 
thing to be angry about. Later that year, Rhonda became pregnant again and 
her heart started to change. She wanted more for her unborn child. Although 
it took years, Rhonda’s heart began to thaw. Then, at a Family Life Conference, 
she finally gave her heart to Jesus. And she also knew that the Lord was her 
healer.  
 Rhonda discovered a new desire to serve at church, and began using her 
God-given gifts to teach children in Sunday school. After several more years, 
she became the children’s director. Now she and Todd also co-lead a home 
group–and this fall they are helping launch a new ministry location for their 
church in the community. 
 “Rhonda was a non-churched mom that loved kids but never saw herself 
in ministry,” said Tim Hughes, pastor at Grace Point. “But she is so dedicated 

to making kids feel loved and welcomed, 
especially the kids that aren’t churched. That’s 
who she was, so she knows where they are 
coming from.” 
 Rhonda is grateful for the way God 
transformed her life. She says, “I will always 
remember the unchurched girl I was and 
look forward to the new journey God has for 
me now.”

EXperiencing the rich & reckless 
grace of God at rock bottom

by Tricia Rife

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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Story

BRett’s storY
As a teenager, Brett often attended the local Wesleyan church. He’d 
grown up there and placed his faith in Christ at age six. But from fifth 
grade on through high school, he began to make poor decisions. In his 
heart, he withdrew from God and God’s people, chose the wrong friends, 
and did many things that didn’t honor the Lord. 
 Due to his family’s commitment to Christ and the church, Brett 
maintained a connection there. Years later, he became engaged to Jaelle, 
but he still had problems and offered little stability in their relationship. 
Eventually they married. Remarkably, Jaelle placed her faith in Jesus and 
Brett says God “used her to bring me back to him.” More than ten years 
have passed, and now they are happy, spiritually strong, and the parents 
of four children. 
 This once “surly” and “angry” man is now full of passion for Christ, 
and Christ has called him to help the poorest of the poor. Brett is the 
founder and director of Trash Mountain Project, a ministry that he 
and Jaelle developed after a trip to Honduras in 2008. While filming 
a documentary about families living at trash dumps, both have felt 
called to help families living in landfill communities around the world. 
This ministry now serves families in Honduras, Dominican Republic, 
Cambodia, and the Philippines. 
 “Brett’s life has been radically transformed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit,” said his former pastor, Rev. Ed Rotz. “He is a remarkable man of 
passion, integrity, and godliness.” 

Lizzie’s story
Sometimes a miracle of amazing grace is needed 
to overcome tremendous hurts. When Lizzie 
(not her real name) was only 7, she was abused 
by her father. After his arrest she went into the 
foster care system. Her mother remains a drug 
addict in prison. At age 11, Lizzie and a friend 
were walking home from school when they were 
beaten, accosted, and left for dead in a field. She 
developed a “tough girl” mentality, as brokenness, 
abuse, and abandonment have defined her life.
 Finally Lizzie, still in foster care, landed in the 
home of a Christian family. Now 15, she has been 
touched by the ministry of Our Savior’s Church, 
pastored by Rev. Tim Kirkpatrick. The church is 
in partnership with the Department of Children 
and Family Services and matches foster teens with 
adult mentors. 
 Lizzie placed her faith in Jesus this summer. 
One week later, she was on a bus to church camp. 
She had been reluctant to go, but when she 
returned the light in her eyes revealed the true 
transformation in her heart. For the first time, 
she exuded joy, excitement, and hope. She began 
showing respect and love for her foster mother. 
Lizzie enjoys her new Christian friends and youth 
leaders, as well her new relationship with her 
foster mom. Lizzie’s life has been “made new.”  
 “Innocence, purity, and grace now mark 
her life,” said Rev. Kirkpatrick. “Lizzie is totally 
different. In ten years of ministry, I’ve not seen a 
change like this.”

Have you ever come to that place 
where you need A spark of hope that 

there’s something more to this life? 

then you aRe 
not alone.
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A new brand for The Wesleyan Church 
released Sept. 5, 2013.

25 wesleyanlifeonline.com  /  FALL 2013

News

Northwest
District

Two districts merge to 
create historic missional 
opportunity
Meeting in Vancouver, Washington, on July 18, the 
Northwest District Conference approved merger with the 
Dakota District. This was the final action needed, as the 
Dakota District Conference had already approved merger 
a few weeks earlier. The name of the combined district is 
the Northwest District. The Dakota District was already 
the largest Wesleyan district by measure of weekend 
church attendance. Now, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho 
have been added to North and South Dakota, Wyoming, 
Montana, Utah, and Alaska. The district includes churches 
in four time zones. The district superintendent of the new 
Northwest District is Rev. Isaac Smith. 

Our hope in Christ is 
to be made new
As we unveil a new logo, we are reminded that the vision 
of The Wesleyan Church states we are “transforming lives, 
churches, and communities through the hope and holiness 
of Jesus Christ.” That unique vision might be summed up 
in just two words: made new! 
 Because of the transforming power of Jesus Christ, our 
lives, our churches, and our communities can all be made 
new. This transformation brings hope to the hopeless and 
a restored life of holiness. We praise God for a new logo, a 
new key message, but most of all, for a new life in Christ.
 When we come to Christ, we “. . . are being made new 
and are becoming like the One who made you” 
(Col 3:10 NCV).

flaMe ProGraM celebrates 
Historical Milestone

The Education and Clergy Development Division of The 
Wesleyan Church celebrated a historic marker on August 
5-9 in Frankfort, Indiana: its 100th FLAME event.
 FLAME (Fellowship of Leaders Acquiring 
Ministerial Education) is a ministerial preparation 
option primarily for second-career students and 
transferring ministers. A travelling Bible school in 
one-week modules, it provides a face-to-face education 
opportunity for those who cannot make the shift to a 
campus-based traditional ministerial program. A total of 
2,200 people have each attended an average of six courses 
over the 15 years since Rev. Wayne Richards founded 
and has led the program. General Superintendent Dr. Jo 
Anne Lyon and others honored Wayne in Frankfort. He 
has since transitioned to the Wesleyan Publishing House, 
where he is director of publishing ministries.

Visit tHe re-DesiGneD Wesleyan.orG 
anD searcH for “branD Kit” 
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Oklahoma 
aftermath and 
celebration 
Approximately 1,500 people from 
the Moore, Okla., area attended a 
block party celebrating the ongoing 
process of recovery from the May 
tornados. It was hosted by seven 
local churches, including May 
Avenue Wesleyan Church, pastored 
by Rev. Nathan Hedge. May Avenue 
served as the staging ground for 
massive Wesleyan relief efforts over 
the whole summer. Also, more than 
100 people attended a dinner that 
same week coordinated by Poured-
Out staff for homeowners. Guests 
left with grateful, joyful hearts and 
trunks full of supplies and food. 
Poured-Out is a Wesleyan disaster 
relief ministry founded and led by 
Rev. Steve Adams.

Wesleyan Volunteers 

cleareD an astounDinG 

equiValent of a football 

fielD (incluDinG enD Zone) 

of coMPact Debris

40 feet HiGH.

The Wesleyan Church 
sets new records again 
In 2012-2013, more than 1,700 churches 
in the United States and Canada reported 
an average weekend worship attendance of 
227,692, the highest in the denomination’s 
history. Conversions for the year totaled 31,792, 
compared to 29,133 the previous year, a gain of 
2,659, or 9 percent. Churches reported 11,063 
baptisms, up 7.6 percent from the previous 
year. The number of ethnic churches has nearly 
doubled in the past decade. Current records 
show 310 non-white Wesleyan churches in North 
America, which is 18.2 percent of the total.

14 teaMs Do battle in national 
Wesleyan bible boWl 
 
Seventy youngsters in 14 teams competed in the 2013 National 
Wesleyan Bible Bowl Tournament at Southern Wesleyan 
University’s campus in Central, S.C. The participants came from 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Indiana, New York, 
and Virginia. College scholarships were awarded to competition 
winners in middle school and high school. This year’s competition 
was based on the Gospel of Matthew. The top teams were from 
Christ Wesleyan Church, Milton, Penn., and Faith Wesleyan 
Church, Terre Haute, Ind.

arMy 
cHaPlain 
returns to 
sWu to teacH

Dr. Brad Fipps, a colonel in the United States 
Army, returned to Southern Wesleyan University 
in Central, S.C., this fall to teach religion after 
being mobilized for five years of service as a 
senior chaplain with the Army Reserves. Most 
recently, Col. Fipps has served at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
working at Forces Command, the largest U.S. 
Army command. Prior to this active duty with the 
Army, which began in 2008, Dr. Fipps had been 
a professor of religion at SWU since 1991. He is a 
1982 SWU alum and was named Alumnus of the 
Year for SWU in April 2010.
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first-eVer HePHZibaH 
MuD run raises funDs 
to fiGHt trafficKinG

Hephzibah Ministries recently held its 
first-ever Mud Run in Macon, Ga. More 
than 3,000 adults and children from seven 
states gathered on the Hephzibah campus 
to participate in the fundraising event. 
Hephzibah serves the needs of children 
and families who are homeless, orphaned, 
abused, and neglected and is a subsidiary 
ministry of The Wesleyan Church. Over 
$20,000 was raised to be used for a 
receiving center and for safe homes for 
trafficking victims in Georgia. 

Princeton Review 
names Houghton 
College no. 4 
among CCCU 
colleges
 
The Princeton Review has ranked 
Houghton College no. 4 nationally 
among schools that are members of 
the Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities. They have also 
placed Houghton on their list as 
a “Best in the Northeast” college 
according to their academic ranking 
report for 2014.

iWu senDs 200 in  
sPorts Ministry to  
neW ZealanD
 
Indiana Wesleyan University’s athletic 
program took on an unprecedented task 
in August as about 200 athletes, coaches, 
and support staff traveled to New Zealand 
for an 8-day mission trip in the city of 
Auckland. The “New Zealand Sports 
Blitz” provided sports clinics in schools,  
competition with club and national 
teams, and also church visits, after-school 
programs, and youth group meetings. 
They participated in a citywide sports 
ministry event on one Saturday and a 
youth rally for the entire nation of New 
Zealand on Sunday.

The Wesleyan Church 
speaks out on the 
June 26th Supreme 
Court rulings
 
The Supreme Court announced its rulings 
on two high profile cases affecting same-sex 
marriage on June 26. 
 Proposition 8, California’s popular 
referendum which banned same-sex marriage 
in that state, was suspended by a U.S. district 
court and the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. On June 26, the Supreme Court sent 
the case back to the Ninth Circuit, which 
ultimately overturned Proposition 8.
 The high court also ruled on the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), enacted by Congress 
in 1996. Section 3 of DOMA states that same-
sex marriages that were allowed by some states 
would not be recognized under federal law. 
The Supreme Court declared that section 3 is 
unconstitutional “as a deprivation of the equal 
liberty of persons that is protected by the Fifth Amendment.”
 In response to these, General Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne 
Lyon stated: 

“Regardless of the shifts within our culture, we in The 
Wesleyan Church remain committed to the position that 
the institution of marriage is a sacred bond between a 
man and a woman.”

reaD full stories at Wesleyan.orG 
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News

toWarD a coMMon-sense 
solution on iMMiGration
 
It is estimated that over 11 million undocumented immigrants now live in 
the United States, creating numerous immigration issues. As the legislators 
try to determine what sort of America this is, in relation to immigration, 
the church also needs to recognize its role as leavening in society. While 
we all believe we must be governed through laws, we also have deeply 
held values about loving our neighbor, being compassionate toward those 
in need, winning the lost, tempering justice with fairness and mercy, and 
reflecting the fact that we first belong to God’s kingdom. Consequently, 
this is a time for earnest prayer. Join with Dr. Jo Anne Lyon and many 
across the Church who will make this a matter of focused prayer for 
wisdom for our legislators and leaders on this issue.

Church and 
community honor 
Ross Hoffman’s life
Ross Hoffman, 55, a longtime employee 
of Indiana Wesleyan University and 
member of College Wesleyan Church 
in Marion, Ind., suffered an untimely 
death August 7. One wall of a more than 
six-foot-deep trench collapsed on him 
outside his home on a county road near 
the airport in Marion. When emergency 
crews arrived, they found Hoffman 
mostly buried and a friend, Jason Ewer, 
also trapped, buried up to his waist. Ross 
was unresponsive when the crews dug 
them both out. It was later reported that 
he died from asphyxiation. Ewer, an off-
duty Grant County sheriff ’s deputy, was 
checked out and released.
 “Although it feels like Ross was torn 
away from us, he was being ushered into 
heaven,” shared Pastor Steve DeNeff to 
hundreds of friends at the funeral service.
 IWU President Dr. David Wright 
stated, “Even as we mourn the loss of a 
valued colleague and brother in Christ, 
we thank God for the blessing of Ross’s 
wonderful life of service to so many in 
our community.”

u.s. state DePartMent recoGniZes WorlD 
HoPe’s anti-trafficKinG oPerations
 
As one of the premier anti-trafficking organizations operating in Sierra 
Leone, Cambodia, and Azerbaijan, World Hope International aids human 
trafficking victims in their path to a safe, healthy life through a two-fold 
approach: emergency aftercare centers and community-based prevention 
education programs. In Sierra Leone specifically, the success of WHI’s 
approach has been recognized by the U.S. Department of State. “World 
Hope International has been an essential partner in the fight against human 
trafficking,” said Michael Owen, U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of 
Sierra Leone. World Hope’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Recovery Center 
in Sierra Leone is the only holistic high-trauma aftercare center operating in 
the country and is modeled after WHI’s Assessment Center in Cambodia–a 
facility regarded as a “best in-practice” by the U.S. State Department.

Kingswood’s M.A. 
Program Begins
 
For the first time in its history, fifteen 
students began classes in August in a 
post-graduate degree program offered 
by Kingswood University–the Master 

of Arts in Pastoral Theology (MAPT). The launching of the university’s 
first master’s degree program began with a pair of one-week “intensive” 
courses on-campus. Kingswood’s accredited MAPT degree is designed 
for the practicing minister. Most courses are taught in the “intensives,” 
making it possible for pastors across North America to further their 
education while continuing to minister in their own communities.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


     Hourly
          expectation
“The believers in Cornwall . . . have sustained great loss for want of hearing 
the doctrine of Christian perfection. The believers grow dead and cold. Nor 
can this be prevented but by keeping up in them an hourly expectation of 
being perfected in love. I say an hourly expectation; for to expect it at death, 
or some time hence, is much the same as not expecting it at all.”

ExcErpt from:  Wesley’s Journal, Wesley in Cornwall, September 15, 1762
Image: John Wesley (1703-1791) by George Romney, 1789

President Piper 
offers good  
report at start 
of year for 
Oklahoma 
Wesleyan 
 
President Dr. Everett Piper of 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
announced that fall enrollment at 
OKWU is again at record levels. The traditional campus headcount 
is 628. Adult and graduate programs are at 731 students. In addition, 
177 Wesleyan pastors are enrolled in CROSS training classes. All of 
this means that the total number of students being served at OKWU 
this fall is 1,536. In addition, for the eleventh year in a row, U.S. 
News and World Report placed OKWU in the top ten baccalaureate 
colleges of the western region.
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GooDMan, reV. GeorGia 
(toMey) (90)
Rev. Georgia Goodman lived in Ft. Myers, 
Fla. She pastored churches with her husband, 
Rev. Rupert Goodman, in Kentucky, 
Florida, North Carolina, and Michigan. 
They founded Villas Wesleyan Church in 
Ft. Myers. Her husband preceded her in 
death. Survivors include six children, 11 
grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren.  

HooD, alMa (allison) Heer (92) 
Alma (Allison) Heer Hood lived in 
Overland Park, Kans. She served alongside 
her husband, Rev. Leo Andrew Heer, who 
pastored at several Wesleyan Methodist 
churches in Kansas and South Dakota. The 
couple also served as field representatives 
with Wesleyan Indian Ministries and 
Brainerd Indian School in Hot Springs, S.D. 
Rev. Heer preceded her in death, as did three 
brothers and three sisters. She later married 
Orville Hood, who survives. Other survivors 
include one sister, one daughter, one son, 
two stepdaughters, six grandchildren, and 15 
great-grandchildren. 

JoacHiM, reV. benJaMin (90)
Rev. Benjamin Joachim lived in Watertown, 
S.D. He pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Montana for 33 years. He was preceded 
in death by two brothers and a grandson. 
Survivors include his wife, Audrey, one son, 
one daughter, one brother, one sister, four 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

leDbetter, Dr. Don (83)
Dr. Don Ledbetter lived in Burlington, 
N.C. A U.S. Navy veteran, Dr. Ledbetter 
served for over 50 years as a pastor and 
district superintendent with The Wesleyan 
Church. His wife, Catherine, preceded him 
in death as did two brothers and two sisters. 
Survivors include one daughter, two sons, six 
grandchildren, and one sister. 

MccalluM, reV. GeorGe (84)
Rev. George McCallum lived in Jacksonville, 
Fla. He served as a Wesleyan pastor and 
was a Korean War veteran with the U.S. 
Army. He was preceded in death by his wife 
Nancy. Survivors include two sons and three 
grandchildren. 

MitcHell, Mary (ParKs) (97)
Mary (Parks) Mitchell lived in Six Mile, S.C. 
She served alongside her husband, Dr. Virgil 
Mitchell, who served as a pastor, district 
superintendent, and General Superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church. He preceded her in 
death. Survivors include two daughters, two 
grandsons, and two sisters. 

leitZel, Pauline 
(burDen) (93)
Pauline Leitzel lived 
in Pendleton, Ind. She 
and her husband, Rev. 
Leonard W. Leitzel, 
served as Wesleyan 
(Global Partners) 
missionaries to Suriname 
and Guyana from 1945-

1965. She graduated from Allentown Bible 
Institute and was a member of College 
Wesleyan Church. She was formerly 
employed at Frankfort Bible College, Indiana 
Wesleyan University, and The Wesleyan Hour 
radio program. Her husband and two great-
grandchildren preceded her in death. She 
is survived by two daughters, three sons, 14 
grandchildren, 33 great-grandchildren, and 
12 great-great-grandchildren. 

Paine, Grace 
(McKinney) (82)
Grace (McKinney) Paine 
lived in Brooksville, 
Fla. She served as a 
missionary with her 
husband, Dr. Charles 
Paine, in India, Zambia, 
and Sierra Leone. 

She was preceded in death by one son. 
Survivors include her husband of 58 years, 
two sons, six daughters, two brothers, two 
sisters, 43 grandchildren, and nine great-
grandchildren.

Wells, reV. JoHnny (78)
Rev. Johnny Wells lived in Anderson, S.C. 
He pastored Wesleyan churches in North 
Carolina and South Carolina. Survivors 
include his wife, Claudette, seven children, 
12 grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
and one sister.

bassHaM, reV. DonalD (83)
Rev. Donald Bassham lived in Concord, 
Ga. He and wife, Laura, pastored Pilgrim 
Holiness churches in Indiana and Ohio. 
Laura, his wife of 40 years, preceded him 
in death, as did nine brothers and sisters. 
Survivors include his wife, Donna, one 
son, one stepson, one stepdaughter, 10 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, one 
sister, and one brother.  

bennett, reV. rayMonD (85)
Rev. Raymond Bennett lived in Lambertville, 
Mich. He served at four Wesleyan churches 
in Michigan before beginning his teaching 
career. He served in various roles as a 
layperson at his local church during his 
teaching career. Survivors include his wife of 
63 years, Marie, one son, two daughters, one 
brother, one sister, eight grandchildren, and 
nine great-grandchildren.  

bircHall, reV. PHilliP, sr. (87)
Rev. Phillip Birchall lived in Franklinville, 
N.C. A World War II veteran, Rev. Birchall 
served as a Wesleyan pastor in New York 
and North Carolina for 58 years. He also 
served as a district secretary and a General 
Conference delegate. Rev. Birchall was 
preceded in death by two sisters and three 
brothers. Survivors include Helen, his 
wife of 65 years, one daughter, four sons, 
seven grandchildren, numerous great-
grandchildren, one sister, and one stepsister.

buManlaG, reV. roberto (78)
Rev. Roberto Bumanlag lived in Pomona, 
Calif. He was ordained in the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church in the Philippines and 
helped plant the first congregation in 
Manila. He pastored in the Pacific Southwest 
District and served as a missionary with his 
wife, Ruth, in the Philippines for two terms. 
While a missionary, he served as president 
of the Wesleyan Bible College in Rosales. His 
wife of 55 years survives him, as do three 
sons, three daughters, 16 grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.  
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You are invited to be part of the 40 Day 

Community Bible Experience as Wesleyans 

worldwide will read through the New Testament 

during the Lenten season. Imagine if every person 

experienced reading the Word of God together.

In 2014, tens of thousands of people
across The Wesleyan Church will do

something historic together.

Will you Join us?

#40Daybible

40DayBible.com/Wesleyan

Begins February 24, 2014, 
so order your Bibles today!

See what Wesleyan 
pastors are saying

Every Bible includes:

   • E-Book and MP3 Audio Book  
   • Kid’s Audio Version 
   • Daily E-Reader and Audio Clip Emails 
   • Participant Guide  

Leader resources:

   • Planning Guide
   • Church Promotion Kit
   • Small Group Discussion Guide 
   • Online Resource Access 

The basics:

   • Participants read five days a week
   • Average daily reading 12 pages / 20 minutes
   • Small group gatherings designed to feel
 more like a book club than a Bible study

Disponible 
en Español

http://www.wesleyan.org/419
http://www.biblica.com/cbe/index-es
http://40daybible.com/wesleyan/
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