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THE PRIVIlEGE & THE POWER 

PRAYER IS 
AMAZING.
I am not referring to answers to 
prayer, although I have seen many. 
Rather, I mean that prayer is a 
vehicle to have a conversation with 
almighty God. You and I have the 
privilege of connecting directly to 
the Master of the universe, to the 
Creator of all things. 
  As a Christian for many years, 
I pray daily and often. As a human, 
I have become so familiar with this 
spiritual discipline that I easily forget 
to be in awe over what it represents. 
God himself is willing to hear my 
thoughts and cares so much about 
the details of my life and family that 
he promises to hear and to respond. 
This one who deals with billions of 
people is so interested in me (and 
you) that he listens and responds to 
my daily prayers. 

  As you read this issue of Wesleyan 
Life about the transforming power of 
prayer, may God renew a sense of awe 
within you for the privilege and the 
power of prayer he grants to us.
 In addition to the numerous 
updates on design, layout, and new 
size of Wesleyan Life, you may notice 
QR codes and suggestions for online 
links to more information about 
the news, events, and life of The 
Wesleyan Church. One new feature 
of Wesleyan Life is the interactive 
magazine available for download 
at WPHeBooks.com that will 
include additional articles, videos, 
and interviews. Thanks for sharing 
Wesleyan Life with others in your 
church family.

Wayne MacBeth
Executive Director 
Communication and Administration
The Wesleyan Church

Transforming lives through the 
hope and holiness of Jesus Christ. 
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testimonies of transformed lives accompanied the 
reports. I realized again the words of Jesus to his 
disciples, “This kind can come out only by prayer” 
(Mark 9:29 NIV).

As you read these pages you will be encouraged 
with the marvelous things God is doing through his 
people. But we believe he wants to do even more as 
we commit ourselves to him in prayer. Many times, 
prayer and actions have been separated but they 
are so interdependent. Frank Laubach, the great 
teacher of prayer, shared about his experience of 
sitting on a hilltop in the Philippines, feeling futile 
and frustrated. In his agony, the Holy Spirit broke 
over him in a way that he had never known. In that 
moment he made a commitment to God for a life 
of prayer. He said, “And I added another resolve—
to be as wide open towards people and their need 
as I am towards God. Windows open outward as 
well as upward.” The results of his life of prayer are 
seen around the world in transformed lives and 
nations and continue on today. 

I am challenged anew by this resolve and invite 
you to join globally as a prayer movement “outward 
and upward.”

hen the topic of prayer is mentioned, 
these thoughts flood the mind. Shame 

plays tricks on us. Blame causes avoidance. 
In a mode of guilt, we delay our response to the 
outstretched hand of love from our Lord who 
invites us to quiet ourselves for a while and listen to 
him. He longs to continue his renewing work in us 
that will transform us as well as our communities 
and cultures.

The first work of the executive cabinet after 
General Conference was to come together for a 
24-hour prayer retreat. We did not study prayer 
or just talk about it—we prayed! We had times of 
solitude—simply listening to God, we had times 
of sharing what God was saying, and we had times 
of celebration. We prayed for each other and we 
agreed in prayer for the future of The Wesleyan 
Church. Following our time together I was 
reminded of the words of Richard Foster: “To pray 
is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses 
to transform us. If we are unwilling to change, we 
will abandon prayer as a noticeable characteristic of 
our lives.” We left our time together changed. 

As I met with the district conferences in North 
America, I repeatedly heard reports of prayer 
initiatives by districts and local churches. Powerful 

I never pray enough. 
I must not be using 
the right method. 
I don’t know what 
words to say. 

Jo Anne Lyon

W

Outward
 & Upward

– Jo Anne Lyon is General Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church.
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THE TWElVE of us who planted this multicultural ministry would 
deeply rely upon prayer. 
 We have been “beseeching the Lord” (Ex 32:11), “pouring out [our] 
souls before the Lord” (1Sa 1:15). We have been “crying to heaven” (2Ch 
32:20), “drawing near to God” (Ps 73:28), and often “bowing the knees” 
(Eph 3:14, all KJV).
 Prayer is an indication of our faith in the reality of a personal God 
who hears us and cares about us, a God who acts with infinite wisdom 
and is sovereign over all that he has created. Prayer is God’s appointed 
method through which he relates to us and acts on our behalf. 
 Prayer requires our conscious decision to be in God’s presence: 
waiting, listening, and talking. If we want the work of God to go forth in 
power and bear fruit, we must pray. 
 There have been numerous instances within our church when God 
was clearly answering specific prayers. One of those instances was when 
we desired to purchase our current church building.
 One morning eleven years ago, I rose quite early for prayer as is my 
custom. I felt a heavy burden, because New Hope needed a large sum 
of money quickly if we were to purchase 
the building that we believed was the right 
location for our future. Twenty-five percent of 
the purchase price was $45,000 and this was 
an enormous sum to us. I remember praying 
earnestly and asking the Lord to show us the 
way. The Lord said to me so clearly, “Write 
a letter to this particular pastor and ask him 
for help.” This dear Wesleyan pastor invited me to his church and blessed 
New Hope with $45,000. It was exactly what was needed, and then this 
very church began sending work teams to assist us in the preparation of 
the building for occupancy. 
 On another occasion, one of our people brought her son to the 
church, because only God could fix his problem. Doctors had diagnosed 
a hole in the boy’s heart. It was very serious. He was anointed in our 
service and all the church prayed for him. Our almighty God chose to 
answer our prayer in that moment and the child was wonderfully healed. 

When the mother returned to the doctor with the 
boy, further tests showed that the hole could no 
longer be found. Our God still heals and delivers!
 New Hope is a praying congregation. Five days 
a week, we have prayer assemblies at 5 a.m., 8 a.m., 
and noon. In addition, there are evening prayers 
on Wednesdays and Fridays. New Hope has always 
made prayer the foundation of all we do, and God 
is working. All praise is to him as our Sunday 
attendance is now over 650 and we have planted 
three daughter congregations in our area of the city. 
 Through prayer, God has directed us to engage 
in many ministries to help people. Every day our 
church is reaching out with food and clothing to 
the needy, education programs to lift people up, 
substance abuse programs, evangelism, and just 
prayer and love to our entire community. On one 
occasion, we gave away 1,000 book bags filled 

with school supplies for 
struggling families. We 
help people with hundreds 
of overcoats every winter. 
At Christmas time, great 
numbers of toys are 
presented to children in 
our community. These 

and many more actions are powerfully driven by 
the prayers of our church family. 
 Prayer changes us and moves us and brings 
responses from God. We find that we can’t just talk 
about prayer. We must really pray, be broken, and 
then God empowers us to be the church.

Prayer is an indication of 
our faith in the reality of 
a personal God...

Prayer changes us, and moves us...

From the very inception of New Hope Family 
Worship Center in inner city Brooklyn, New 
York, twenty-two years ago, we realized that 
we would have to depend completely upon our 
heavenly Father.

– Anthony Graham is lead pastor at New Hope Family Worship 
Center in Brooklyn, N.Y.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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teve Tromm from Dayspring Wesleyan Church 
in Marion, Ohio, was a much-loved counselor 
at the camp. Suddenly, 48-year-old Steve was 

felled by a massive heart attack. In spite of quick action 
by camp nurses who administered CPR and rapid 
arrival by medical teams who eventually “life-flighted” 
Steve to Cincinnati, the situation was very grave.

For several weeks, Steve did not regain 
consciousness and was only maintained by life-support. 
Many people in his church, across the district, and 
elsewhere had prayed for God’s help. Finally, the 
neurologist and other physicians concluded there 
was no hope and advised the family that there was 
significant brain damage, major organs were ceasing to 
function, and they should be prepared to let Steve go.

Dr. David Holdren, former General Superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church, is the beloved pastor of 
Dayspring Church. He was working in the narrow 
crawl space under his home when his cell phone 
rang, and for a quick moment, he thought about not 
answering it, but felt checked by the Holy Spirit. It was 
Steve’s brother Bill, with the news that the doctors were 
saying that the life-support machines could be turned 
off. His forlorn question: What should they do?

Dave tried to comfort Bill and the other family 
members, all the time praying fervently within his own 
heart. Finally, he offered guidance tempered by years 
of ministry. “Let’s wait 1-2 more days, up to 48 hours, 
and lay out a ‘fleece’ before the Lord,” he suggested, 
referring to the story of Gideon in the Old Testament 
in Judges 6:36-40. “Meanwhile, let’s pray urgently that 
if the Lord means to bring Steve back to us, he will give 
us some definite sign during this window of time.” They 

Miracle of the Fleece
In June, 2012, the Greater Ohio District 
youth camp was in the midst of a great 

week when tragedy struck. 

We put 
Steve 

into the 
hands 

of Jesus 
and he 

returned 
him to 

us.

S

Story

Doctors had recommended withdrawal 
of life support for Steve Tromm

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


Dr. David Holdren prays for Steve Tromm 
at Dayspring Wesleyan Church
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all agreed to this.
Imagine their joy 

and wonder when, the 
very next morning, 
Steve awoke from his 
unresponsive state 
and began speaking 
and recognizing his 
family and friends. 
Doctors could offer 
no explanation, but 
all those who had been praying knew that something supernatural 
had happened. 

By August, Steve was attending church, first in a wheelchair, and 
then walking normally. Although there were a few lingering effects 
from the illness, his joy at being restored was a great blessing 
to everyone. On his first day back, a large group of friends and 
family accompanied him, many of whom were coming with him 
to church for the first time! Steve’s brother Bill remarked, “The 
doctors gave him little to no hope. We put Steve into the hands of 
Jesus and he returned him to us.”

Today, Dr. Holdren speaks of God’s clear guidance and the 
importance of prayer. “We don’t pray just for what God will do 
for us,” he said. “We walk with the Lord in prayer because we love 
him and because he first loved and redeemed us. But we know he 
is a God of miracles, and one of the great mysteries is how, in his 
love and wisdom, he sometimes chooses to touch our lives in very 
tangible ways. This was the most dramatic response by God to a 
specific prayer that I have ever seen in my ministry. Clearly, God 
has more for Steve to do.”

Let’s pray urgently 
that if the Lord 
means to bring Steve 
back to us, he will 
give us some definite 
sign during this 
window of time.

q 

Let me be employed 
for thee 

or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or 

brought low for thee.
Let me be full,

let me be empty.
Let me have all things, 
let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield 
all things to thy pleasure 

and disposal.

From

John Wesley’s 
Covenant Prayer

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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“Give 
your next 
paycheck 

away!” 
What?

Sia M’Bayo knew that there had to be 
more to life than just waking up in the morning. She had a 
six-year-old son. His father had died in a car accident five years 
before. Life was a struggle. She went to work. She paid her bills, 
including big medical bills for her son. She helped care for her 
younger brother and also her dad, who had suffered from a 
stroke. In the midst of all this, she began to seek a more personal 
relationship with God, asking him what her purpose was. 

Sia (pronounced see’-yah) had the recollection, when she 
was a little girl, of riding to church a few times on a bus. She had 
developed an ongoing conversation with God then and came 
to know the sound of his voice in her 
heart. But from middle school on, her 
life had been pretty rough, and God 
had not been very much in the picture. 
She knew there had to be more, and by 
seeking Jesus Christ in the Bible and 
through prayer, she began to have a 
personal spiritual revival. 

Soon, the Holy Spirit impressed 
upon her that she should fast and pray. 
During that time, a definite command 
stood out: “Give your next paycheck 
away!” What? How would she pay her 
bills? But there was a peace in her heart 
that she knew was from God, even though she was afraid. 

Not knowing exactly why, Sia spent her entire paycheck on 
groceries, being as frugal as possible and encountering sales 
like she had never seen before. She took her loaded trunk to 
St. Martin’s Community Center in her hometown of Marion, 
Ind. She had never been to this food pantry before and was 
shocked to see the shelves almost completely empty and people 
being turned away. Some men began to empty her trunk as 
Sia was greeted by Teresa Campbell, the director. Sia observed 

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


prostitutes, pimps, drug addicts, and the homeless (as well 
as many other, but very needy people). In spite of all this, 
God has watched over Sia and her son and given her a 
tremendous ministry.

When Sia began going to area churches to tell the St. 
Martin’s story, she happened to speak to a Sunday school 
class at College Wesleyan Church in Marion. Before the day 
was over, she knew she had found her church home. Since 
then she has had so many opportunities to teach and preach 
God’s Word that she is taking FLAME classes to prepare 
for the ministry. Recently, Sia was leading a Bible study at a 
halfway house in a ministry introduced to her by Chaplain 
Jack Brady. She led ten people to the Lord that night, 
including eight of the men in the halfway house. It seems that 
wherever Sia goes, revival follows. 

Is there more to life than waking up in the morning? 
Sia found out that God answers prayer, in big ways. Prayer 
changes things. Most of all, it changes us.

It seems wherever Sia goes, 
revival follows.
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something like a heavenly glow, and it was a surreal moment, 
as shopping carts were filled over and over from her trunk. 

That was a moment that changed Sia’s life. There were far 
more groceries in those carts and now in the food pantry 
than could ever have fit in her car trunk. Everyone there 
was confused, but then filled with wonder and then just 
praising God. Sia had come to trust Jesus Christ, and she had 
rediscovered his voice in her heart, but this was God speaking 
to her powerfully in another way.

For the next three months, Sia hardly had to pay a single 
bill. Utility meters were read and showed that she was paid 
up. Repeated calls to the bank revealed that “someone” 
had already made her house payments. Sia continued to be 
flabbergasted at what on earth God was up to. 

She soon found out. God was asking her to begin working 
at the community center. She prayed about this for forty days. 
She had three degrees and a good government job. Now the 
Lord was leading her to take a lower-paying job with physical 
work and long hours (six days a week), working with the 
most needy, desperate people in the community. This was 
her missionary calling to become assistant director–not just 
in the food pantry, but with the daily lunch program serving 
thousands every month, a massive clothing supply operation, 
and all the other programs of St. Martin’s.

But God was showing her that he would provide all her 
needs. So in obedience, she has been working at St. Martin’s 
for the past four years. There have been dangers, threats 
of violent attacks, and serving in a culture that includes 

St. Martin’s Community Center, Marion, Indiana

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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leaders. We need all of these strategies, but strategies 
are not enough! We face barriers that are beyond 
human wisdom and practical engagement. We face off 
with blockages that are caused directly by the enemy of 
our souls. Some of his strategies in coming against us 
never change:

•	 Barriers	of	unbelief	and	false	religions
•	 Hopelessness	and	despair
•	 Undeliverable	promises	of	happiness	from
	 materialism	and	secularism

The enemy attacks the church through deception, 
divisions, distractions, and discouragement. Jesus made 
it so clear in John 10:10 – The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.

So how do we experience the life-giving power of 
Christ? How do we see the church expand through 
evangelism, church planting, and the breaking down of 
spiritual barriers?

By prayer…GlOBAl PRAYER.

There are people all over the world who already 
pray, but what would it be like if there was a worldwide 
focus of prayer in The Wesleyan Church?

What if Wesleyan churches in Ghana were intensely 
praying for the church in Mongolia? What if Nepal 
prayed radically for the church-planting efforts in 
New Zealand? What if Colombia prayed for each of 
the great unreached cities of California? What if India 
called on God to break through barriers in Russia, and 
Cambodia possessed Papua New Guinea in prayer, and 
Spain owned Haiti, and Philippine Wesleyans pleaded 
with God over the brokenness of the city of Detroit, 
and former Islamic Karis believers took on the prayer 
mission of reaching Muslims in Mali?

What if Wesleyans all around the world prayed for 
Wesleyans all around the world? What if the established 
movements of prayer already in existence could share 
with those still in development? What if we could 
mutually learn how to pray with and for each other—in 
spite of language and cultural limitations? 

What if there was a “Called 2 Pray” movement in 
the worldwide Wesleyan Church? John Wesley said, 

rom Albania to Zambia God is 
at work in The Wesleyan Church!  
Prayer movements throughout 
Ibero-America, Europe, Asia—all 
over the Church—are showing results 

in evangelism and churches being planted. The 
impact of Wesleyan churches utilizing the tool of 
the JESUS film has resulted in significant numbers 
of new believers and churches from the Asian 
country of Nepal to African Mozambique to Cuba. 
Who would have predicted Wesleyan churches 
significantly impacting the country of Cuba for 
Christ? Even in the hard-to-reach, barrier-prone 
regions of Europe and predominantly Muslim 
areas of Asia and Africa, God is moving in 
powerful ways.

In each of these places God is at work, but 
there are very real barriers to the growth of the 
Church. All over the globe Wesleyan churches 
are addressing the barriers that require strategic 
initiatives in discipleship, equipping believers 
for ministry, educating pastors, and developing 

called2pray.com
Join the movement

http://www.called2pray.com
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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“The world is my parish.” What if we 
Wesleyans lived out that same passion in 
prayer? Let’s rally around a shared vision 
of…Barrier Breaking Prayer that Leads 
to a Global Harvest of Evangelism and 
Church Planting.

All around the globe, The Wesleyan 
Church is working to see this 
movement happen. We recognize that 
unless God moves, there is no new 
life. Unless God moves, there is no 
transformation. Unless God moves, 
no one finds forgiveness and eternal 
life. But when God moves, people are 
saved, communities are transformed, 
and nations are impacted. When God 
moves, the zip code of the enemy is de-
populated.

So how does this happen? Through 
focused prayer. Through simple 
resourcing. By the collection and 
distribution of specific prayer requests 

through the web, Twitter, 
Facebook, and lots of 
personal conversations. 
By individuals, small 
groups, local churches, 
districts, and national 
churches giving focus to 
scheduled times of prayer. Through all of 
us acknowledging that some things only 
come by prayer and fasting. 

What might the Lord of the harvest 
do in response to a global prayer 
movement like this? What might God do 
to reveal himself to us, his followers, and 
to those who do not yet call him Lord? 

You can be a part of this movement. 
You can commit focused time to prayer. 
You can team up with a prayer partner 
or two or with your small group. 
Churches can set aside time in services 
and even some special extended times 
to pray. All Wesleyans around the world 

can unite on the weekend of November 
23-25 to pray in specific and focused 
ways for each other and for the great 
task: Barrier Breaking Prayer that Leads 
to a Global Harvest of Evangelism and 
Church Planting.

Let’s do it! Let’s do it together! Let’s 
do it for his glory, in compassion for a 
lost and fallen world, and in faith that, 
with prayer, all things are possible in 
the kingdom.

– Dennis Jackson is executive director of Global Partners.

http://www.called2pray.com
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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a ten Boom, Amy Carmichael, R. A. Torrey, and 
others, I am always inspired by how they prayed. 
Their prayer-saturated lives reveal this important 
truth: you cannot live well unless you pray well. 
Godliness is the fruit of deep, frequent, and 
fervent praying. Prayerful means prayer-full.
 Prayer is not parsley garnish on the platter. It is the main dish: the steak and potatoes. 
Rather than a token gesture, prayer is our chief source of spiritual strength.
 Untangling a perplexing problem at a church board meeting, a member suggested, 
“Maybe we should stop and pray about this.”
 Another gasped, “Oh, no!  Has it really come to that?”
 Too often, we consider prayer a last resort, living by the adage, “When all else fails, 
try praying.” Maybe we’d fail less if we prayed first!
 My friend, Tom Albin, dean of the Upper Room Ministries, recently challenged a 
group of Christians by asking, “If I told you that we are going to spend the next thirty 
minutes in prayer, how would you respond? Honestly, deep in your soul, what is your gut 
level response? I know some of you would say, ‘Oh, good!  I can hardly wait. To pray for 
thirty minutes in the presence of other Christians will be wonderful!’  Others would say, 
‘Thirty whole minutes? Oh my goodness, what am I supposed to do with the other twenty 
eight?’  After two minutes, I have nothing left to pray.”
 Tom then made this astute observation, “If the idea of praying for a half hour does 
not delight you, then there’s a good chance you have outgrown your prayer practices. It is 

s a small town pastor, I’ve 
been called on to say prayers 
at graduation ceremonies, 
ski races, birthday parties, 
pet blessings, military 
deployments, auctions, a 

sculpture unveiling, and even a hockey 
tournament. I’m learning there’s much more 
to the prayer adventure than saying prayers. 
God is helping me become a man of prayer. 
There’s a big difference between speaking 
words and living the prayer life.
 During an extremely stressful situation, 
I knelt in my room, informing God of 
everything that was wrong. After fifteen 
minutes of blathering, realization struck:  I 
wasn’t praying—just fretting with my eyes 
closed. Effective prayer isn’t telling God how 
big my problem is, but telling my problem 
how big God is.
 Reading biographies of such faith heroes 
as David Brainerd, George Mueller, Corrie 

Mark Wilson

Story

Effective prayer 
isn’t telling 

God how big 
my problem is, 
but telling my 
problem how 

big God is.

FiLLed UP,
PourED ouT

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com


time for you to learn new 
and better ways to pray.”
 When we love 
someone deeply, we 
eagerly anticipate spending 
time together. The 
communication is pure 
delight. Consider a young couple in love. They spend countless 
hours in deep communication, and don’t seem a bit bothered or 
bored. Should we not take such delight in spending time with 
our Savior, the One who loves us most?
  “The three most important things you can do,” said Billy 
Graham, “are to pray, pray, pray!” Prayer is the most significant 
work of ministry and our greatest act of love. Anybody is 
welcome to participate.
 My friend, George Voss, resides at Water’s Edge Nursing 
Home. His body has been ravaged by diabetes and strokes, 
leaving him blind in one eye, crippled in both hands, and 
unable to walk. Yet, George is actively involved in the most 
important work of the church. He is a prayer warrior, and his 
intercession is as valuable as anything or anybody at the church.
 In fact, I’d rather have one prayer warrior like George, who 
can’t usher, play guitar, or sit on a committee, than a thousand 
ushers, guitar strummers, or committee sitters who don’t pray. 
E. M. Bounds said, “The prayers of God’s saints are the capital 
stock in heaven by which Christ carries on His great work on 
the earth.”
 What you are in prayer before God is what you are—
nothing more. Your spirit character rises and falls on the depth 
of your prayer life. Most believers settle for anemic praying 
because they have failed to develop the daily practice.

-- Excerpted from Filled Up, 
Poured Out: How God’s Spirit Can 
Revive Your Passion and Purpose.
wphonline.com

Your spirit 
character rises 
and falls on the 
depth of your 
prayer life.
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According to research*, 69% 
of moms who attend MOPS 
on a regular basis also attend 
church on a regular basis.

A MOPS group invites 
young families to your church.

For more information, 
get a Free Info Pack at 
MOPS.org/startagroup.

Want to connect 
with young families 
in your community?

Everything 
you need to 
get started!
you need to 
get started!get started!

Use coupon code WMSAVE50

Only $199
Start a group 
for half price!
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– Mark Wilson is senior pastor at Hayward 
Wesleyan Church in Hayward, Wis.

http://www.wphonline.com/
http://MOPS.org/startagroup
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IN THE MIDST OF TRAGEDY, AURORA, 
COlORADO, MAYOR INVITED WESlEYAN 
MINISTRY 

The movie theater massacre in Aurora, Colorado, 
on July 20 occupied the nation’s attention. Aurora 
Mayor Steve Hogan, the key figure coordinating 
the response, met with Wesleyan leaders 
immediately. The Mountain Plains District, led by 
District Superintendent Wesley Smith, happened 
to be meeting in Aurora the day following the 
tragedy, and Mayor Hogan addressed the group, 
expressing gratitude for the growing Wesleyan 
involvement in Aurora and requesting prayer. He 
affirmed the partnership of his administration with 
Mosaic, a Wesleyan urban initiative in Aurora for 
compassionate outreach and church planting led by 
Wesleyan pastor Rev. Reid Hettich.

FEMAlE PASTOR 
FIRST TO lEAD 
lARGER CHURCH

Until now, all 58 Wesleyan 
churches in North 
America that are over 
500 in attendance have 
had a man as the lead 
pastor. Heather Semple 
is experiencing God’s 
gracious blessings as the first female lead pastor 
in a church this size. Rev. Semple shepherds 
Red Cedar Community Church in Rice Lake, 
Wisconsin. She became lead pastor in February 
2012, and her husband Jeff serves as worship and 
arts pastor. Since last fall, attendance at Red Cedar 
has grown dramatically. “Fifty-three people have 
placed their faith in Christ since May, and we are 
completely out of room,” said Heather. Red Cedar 
also has ministries among Hispanics and Somalis 
in the community.

U.S. & CANADIAN WESlEYAN CHURCH 
REPORTS lARGEST ONE YEAR GAINS 
IN HISTORY

The total average attendance in all Wesleyan churches 
in North America was 221,335 during 2011-2012. This 
represents a 6% increase and a numeral increase of 12,362, 
the largest single-year gain in history. Reported conversions 
totaled 29,133, also the largest one-year total ever. Baptisms 
and membership set records, and even Sunday school, which 
has declined for the past 30 years, posted a 1.4% gain. 
 The Church is becoming more ethnically diverse. In 
8 years, we have gone from 172 churches to 279 churches 
that are Asian, Black, Hispanic, Native, or Integrated. 
This represents movement from 10% to over 16% of the 
denomination. The second largest Wesleyan church in North 
America is He Sapa New Life Church, a Native congregation 
based in Rapid City, S.D.

THREE WESlEYAN CHURCHES MAkE 
U.S. 100 FASTEST-GROWING lIST

Outreach magazine has released its annual list of fastest-
growing churches. Three of the 100 fastest-growing churches 
in America are Wesleyan churches. Newhope	Church	in	
Durham,	N.C., is pastored by Rev. Benji Kelley and is ranked 
as the fifth-fastest-growing. Fountain	Springs	Community	
Church,	in	Rapid	City,	S.D., pastored by Rev. Dave Kinnan, 
is new to the list and ranked 27th. 12Stone	Church	in	
Lawrenceville,	Ga., led by Rev. Kevin Myers, is ranked 62nd 
this year. In size, 12Stone Church ranks 29th in the nation. 
General Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne Lyon stated, “The thing 
I love about these three churches is that they are truly seeing 
lives transformed by the gospel.”

Used with permission by Wynter Clark Photography

Rev. Hettich and Mosaic minister to Aurora kids

Rev. Heather Semple

http://www.wesleyan.org/doc/news/article/2125
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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IWU Honors Humanitarian 
Cheryl Beckett
AN INDIANA WESlEYAN UNIVERSITY RESIDENCE HAll was 
renamed October 3 to honor Cheryl Marie Beckett, who was killed while 
doing humanitarian work in Afghanistan. The hall, opened in 2010 as North 
Hall, has been dedicated in memory of Cheryl, a 2000 honors graduate. In 
August 2010, Cheryl was one of 10 members of a medical team who were 
shot to death while traveling in one of the poorest regions of Afghanistan. 
She was 32 years old and had spent the last six years of her life serving the 
people of Afghanistan.

WESlEY SEMINARY 
GRADUATES FIRST MASTER 
OF DIVINITY STUDENTS 

Fourteen students are the first 
graduates of Wesley Seminary at 
Indiana Wesleyan University to 
have earned a Master of Divinity 
degree. The August 11 graduation 
marked a significant milestone 
for the seminary, which opened 
in 2009. Fifteen Master of Arts 
seminary graduates joined the first 
class of M.Div. graduates. Governor 
Sam Brownback of Kansas provided 
the commencement address.

SWU ANNOUNCES MEDICAl 
SCHOOl PARTNERSHIP
 
An agreement with the Edward Via 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(VCOM) will provide Southern 
Wesleyan University students special 
consideration in the admission 
process at its Spartanburg, S.C., 
campus. VCOM is a respected 
four-year medical college offering a 
doctorate of osteopathic medicine. 
SWU’s strong science program was 
a factor in the agreement, which 
guarantees acceptance for up to 
ten SWU students who meet all 
GPA, testing, and other general 
requirements. The agreement also 
outlines an early acceptance program 
for additional applicants from SWU 
for candidates from rural areas, low 
socioeconomic backgrounds, and 
underrepresented minorities.

ETERNITY IN THEIR HEARTS AT 
kINGSWOOD – Kingswood students 
develop a passion for ministering in 
homeless shelters, prisons, addiction 
recovery centers, and churches 
throughout the year, while in their 
studies. In the last year, they prayed with 
over 135 people to receive Christ. The 
university provides a scholarship for 
one African ministerial student enrolled 
at a Bible college in Africa for each 
new student enrolled at Kingswood, 
through their One for Another program, 
which results in 61 African student 
scholarships this year. President Mark 
Gorveatte remarked that this also 
contributes to the Kingswood students’ 
awareness of the global impact they can 
have in following God’s call.

GROWTH FOR OklAHOMA 
WESlEYAN – OKWU reports 
record enrollment after ten years of 
growth in traditional and off-campus 
programs. The science building has just 
experienced a complete exterior and 
interior renovation. The new Frank 
Keating Center housing the Chesapeake 
Energy School of Business is nearing 
completion, and it is already fully paid 
for by donations. In addition, OKWU 
has received a gift of valuable property 
next to their campus which will be 
helpful for their continued expansion. 
President Piper noted that John Maxwell 
and other noted leaders are to minister 
on campus this year with the John 
Dunn Institute for Pastoral Leadership, 
the Veritas Institute, and other special 
programs.

WESlEYAN MISSIONAl 
PRIORITIES – 
Have you heard Dr. Jo 
Anne Lyon speak about  
the meaning of the 
Wesleyan 7 PACK? 

Cheryl Beckett served in Afghanistan for six years

Watch video
Wesleyan.org

http://www.wesleyan.org/freesource
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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“2.7 million people cry out to God.”

www.illinoisdistrictwc.org

The Illinois District of The Wesleyan

Church is planting multiple churches

in the city of Chicago in the next 

2 years. We are looking for high

energy, entrepreneurial,  creative

church planters and teams!

Join Team Illinois in this aggressive

multiplication movement.

Contact District Superintendent 
Al Goracke at

agoracke@illinoisdistrictwc.org

“Should I not 
be concerned about 

that great city?”
—Jonah 4:11

37175 IllinoisDist WesLifeF12 ad.q9_Layout 1  9/12/12  12:38 PM  Page 1
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BARNARD, REV. FORRIS  (86) 
Rev. Forris Barnard lived in High 
Point, N.C., at the time of his death. A 
graduate of Central Wesleyan College 
(now Southern Wesleyan University), 
he was an ordained minister with The 
Wesleyan Church. He was preceded in 
death by one brother, one sister, and 
a son. Survivors include his wife of 62 
years, Mary, one grandson, and two 
great-grandchildren.

CRAWFORD, JOAqUIN (82)
Joaquin Crawford lived in Lombard, 
IL, at the time of her death. An Indiana 
Wesleyan University graduate, she 
married Roy Crawford, former district 
superintendent of the Illinois District 
of The Wesleyan Church. Survivors 
include her husband, two daughters, five 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
two brothers, and three sisters.

PIERCE, REV. CARl, JR. (65) 
Rev. Carl Pierce, Jr., lived in Elwood, IN, 
at the time of his death. An ordained 
minister in The Wesleyan Church, he 
graduated from Asbury College and 
Asbury Theological Seminary. He 
served as an editor for 20 years at The 
Wesleyan Church World Headquarters 
and pastored churches in Indiana. Rev. 
Pierce also helped proof the Wesley 
Bible. He is survived by his wife, Julia, 
two sons, and three grandchildren.

SEBREE, DR. PAUl, SR. (86)
Dr. Paul Sebree, Sr., lived in Marion, IN, 
at the time of his death. An ordained 
minister with The Wesleyan Church, he 
pastored churches in Florida, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kentucky, and West Virginia. 
He served as a religion professor at 
Indiana Wesleyan University and owned 
and operated a Christian bookstore. 
Survivors include his wife, Anna, two 
daughters, two sons, one sister, one 
brother, 12 grandchildren, and 24 great-
grandchildren.

MIllS, REV. RUSSEll (84)
Rev. Russell Mills lived in Culloden, 
WV, at the time of his death. He was an 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church for 40 years. Rev. Mills also 
served as assistant district superin-
tendent of the West Virginia District 
(now Shenandoah District) and was a 
U.S. Army veteran. He was preceded in 
death by two sisters. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Dorothy, one son, three 
daughters, five sisters, one brother, 
seven grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

STUART, MARJORIE (92)
Marjorie Stuart lived in Greenville, OH, 
at the time of her death. She and her 
husband, Rev. Delbert Stuart, planted a 
church in Pittsfield, MA, that still exists. 
Marjorie also faithfully taught Sunday 
school. She was preceded in death by a 
daughter, two brothers, and six sisters. 
Marjorie is survived by her husband, 
one daughter, two grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, and two brothers. 

WIlSON, REV. CHARlES (93)
Rev. Charles Wilson lived in Fort 
Wayne, IN, at the time of his death. He 
was an ordained minister in The Wes-
leyan Church and served as a minister, 
author, and educator. Rev. Wilson and 
Loretta, his wife of 66 years, also served 
as missionaries in Taiwan and Russia. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, 
a sister, and brother. Survivors include 
two sons, two daughters, ten grand-
children, six great-grandchildren, one 
brother, and one sister.

ZERAVSkY, REV. DAVID (52)
Rev. David Zeravsky lived in Orefield, 
PA, at the time of his death. He was an 
ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church and a U.S. Air Force veteran. 
He was preceded in death by his father. 
Survivors include his wife, Lorri, one 
son, one sister, and his mother.

C. B. Colaw 
Remembered
DR. CHARlES BENJAMIN  
(C.B.) COlAW, 93, died 
Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He and his 
late wife, Mabel, gave a lifetime of 
service in The Wesleyan Church. 
After pastoral ministry in Kansas, 
Dr. Colaw was superintendent 
of the Tri-State District, 1956-
1990, and was founding pastor 
of Bartlesville First Wesleyan 
Church in 1959. He served on the 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
Board of Trustees, 1956-2001, 
including twenty years as chair, and 
was instrumental in the university 
being located in Bartlesville.
 His service included the 
General Board of Administration, 
chair of the Wesleyan Pension 
Board, and chair of the Wesleyan 
Educational Council. 
 Rev. Max Colaw, eldest son 
of Dr. Colaw, stated, “His genuine 
love for Jesus and the church was 
infectious: so much so that ten of 
his children and grandchildren are 
in pastoral ministry and all ninety-
eight of his living family members 
are serving the Lord.”

Obituaries
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Improve Your 
Prayer Life

Experience the Power 
of More 

Consistent Prayer

Order today at WPHonline.com.
800.493.7539
Online catalog

www.wesleyan.org/catalog

Only 
$12.99

SALE
5 pack only 

$9.95
WLFALL12
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Teaching

Often I hear Christians ask the question:  How 
can we break out of the church bubble and touch 
this world for Christ?

A major part of the answer is by prayer. 

 Jesus Christ wants his followers to understand 
the priority, the power, and the privilege of 
prayer. He also wants us to put into practice the 
astounding partnership we can have with God 
through prayer. 
 This is a mystery that is not fully 
comprehended by many Christians. He, in his 
wisdom and sovereign power, has chosen to 
accomplish his will on earth through the prayers 
of his people. 

 He waits for his people to pray before he 
releases his power in response. And that changes 
everything. First he changes us, then the world.

Download today. 
Daily Devo for 
inspiration and 
encouragement.

Jim “Umfundisi” Lo

He does not move haphazardly in 

and out of situations in the world.

What 

God
Waits For

FREE 

App

– Jim Lo is dean of the chapel and professor of spiritual 
formation at Indiana Wesleyan University.

http://www.wphonline.com/product.asp?sku=2158_BKBP14
http://www.wphonline.com/product.asp?sku=2158_BKBY67
http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
http://www.WPHonline.com
http://www.wesleyan.org/catalog
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Hearing God
HoW CaN I BE surE I aM
HEarINg THE voICE oF goD? 

he key to knowing the will of God 
is simple: know God and his Word. 
God is not separate from his will for 
us. A long, steady relationship with 

God is the best way to know God’s will. You learn 
his voice by hearing it until it is familiar. Remember 
the “sheep know his voice” passage in John 10? You 
have to spend enough time in God’s Word and in his 
presence so that the voice of your shepherd is familiar 
and there is no mistaking it.
 Prayer is time spent with God. Do you enjoy 
God’s presence? Do you like to talk with God? If 
you do, learning that voice and the will of God will 
be easy. If you don’t want to spend any time with 
God, then wanting to know God’s will is more like a 
vending machine. I will put in my question and he 
will answer—now! Better yet—text me!
 There is no shortcut to prayer and discernment. 
Prayer is not about getting what I want, but a means 
to accomplishing what God wants—first of all in me, 
and then through me.

Dallas Willard, in his book Hearing God, says that 
the primary external means of discernment are:

	 •	finding	a	consensus	among	people	
whom we consult, especially godly, 
trustworthy friends 

	 •	observing	“doors”	that	open	or	close	and	
other circumstances

	 •	confirming	that	the	Word	of	God	agrees	
with other indicators

But the external means of discernment are 
an accompaniment to God’s direct means of 
communication with his children: that still, small voice. 
God, the Holy Spirit, speaks to millions of believers, 
and he is always communicating. We need to learn to 
quiet our minds. God will do the supernatural part; we 
need to learn to listen.
 It only makes sense that God would speak words of 
encouragement and guidance to individual believers. 
We see it borne out in the life of the apostle Paul. He 
received specific instructions in Acts 16:6-10.
 Paul received a vision “during the night” according 
to Acts 16:8. He received a specific message of where 
he was to go: “Come over to Macedonia and help us” 
(16:9). Look at Paul’s understanding of these words. 
They concluded “. . . that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them” (16:10). So they “got ready at once 
to leave for Macedonia.”
 Paul doesn’t seem to linger, wondering, “Was that 
God I heard? Maybe it was my imagination…” He was 
accustomed to the voice of God so that when God 
spoke, no precious time was lost in dithering. How does 
one become adept at recognizing the voice of God? The 
same way we know a loved one’s voice in a crowd—lots 
of time together knowing that voice.

Prayer is not about getting what I 
want, but a means to accomplishing 
what God wants—first of all in me, 
and then through me.

T
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SOME TESTS FOR GAINING MORE 
ClARITY REGARDING THE VOICE  
OF GOD:

1. Does this “word” or idea sound like the 
Lord you know from Scripture? Clearly, God 
isn’t going to direct you to any action that 
is contrary to the life and teachings of Jesus 
or the Ten Commandments. If it sounds 
like Jesus speaking, it probably is. Knowing 
the character of God (love, goodness, truth, 
grace, mercy, peace, etc.) tells us whether it 
sounds like the God of Scripture.

2. Another test is whether we feel completely 
at peace about responding to this word 
from God. Or do we sense a “check” from 
the Spirit? If in doubt, stop. That seems to 
be what Paul experienced as he was twice 
stopped from traveling where he had clearly 
expected to go. If there is no “check” alerting 
you when you seek the Lord—and you are 
fully at peace—then it may indeed be God 
speaking to you.

Galatians 5:25 says:  “Since we live by the Spirit, 
let us keep in step with the Spirit.” Is this not a 
good summary of a life lived in surrender? To 
be constantly listening for the whisper of God so 
that we might be ready to go to Macedonia—or 
across the room—at his prompting? 

  PRINCIPlES FOR DISCERNING
  THE WIll OF GOD ARE:

1. Listen to the counsel of godly Christians that you 
know. (This may be the humble elderly lady in 
your church.)

2. Visions or special guidance from the Lord are 
sometimes given. If you are so blessed, apply 
them with the utmost concern for the kingdom, 
as opposed to any selfish intent.

3. God’s words of specific instruction are always 
consistent with his character, as revealed in 
Scripture.

4. When in doubt about interpreting the voice 
of God, check with the community of faith for 
confirmation and pay attention to your own 
sense of peace or unease. God is not the author of 
chaos or confusion. 

5. When in doubt, take time. Time will generally 
give opportunity for you to know the rightness or 
wrongness of a perceived idea.

You must spend time alone with God and his Word 
to know his character and recognize his voice. We are 
not alone in this world. Enjoy the presence of your 
loving Savior. Align your thinking with his. We are 
serving his kingdom, not our own. 
  Practice asking God for his thoughts rather 
than just deciding. Many of our dilemmas could be 
resolved by stopping to pray before reacting. 
 And lastly, ask the Holy Spirit’s help to love 
what God loves and desire what God desires. This 
transformation does not come automatically. But 
those who seek “the mind of Christ” are pleasing to 
God. And what better reward is there?

– Kathy Bence is an ordained minister with The Wesleyan 
Church and teaches in the FLAME program.

Teaching

You must spend time alone 
with God and his Word to 
know his character and 
recognize his voice. 
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Sometimes God uses the pathway of 
suffering through which to offer grace. 
His purposes are always redemptive. 

mystery of 
divine healing

Teaching

ften, we pray for healing 
of the sick. In some ways, 
prayers asking God for 
divine help are a mystery. 

After all, we believe he loves us even 
more than we love ourselves. And we 
cannot inform him of anything; he 
already has profound understanding 
of our needs in ways that we can’t 
express or even know.

A mother and father love their 
2-year-old daughter with a love 
that she can’t yet fully comprehend. 
And although they understand her 
needs in most ways better than she 
does, they still want her to come 
to them with her joys and hurts. 
As an expression of their love, they 
deeply desire being present, the 
communication, the loving embrace. 
Does that help us to reflect on why 
God wants us to come to him?

GOD DOES WANT US TO PRAY FOR HEAlING, 
AND IT IS HIS WIll THAT WE BE WHOlE. BUT 
HOW ARE WE TO INTERPRET THE DIFFERENT 
WAYS THAT HE RESPONDS?

Frank Bateman Stanger, late president of Asbury Seminary, 
taught there are five kinds of divine healing:

•	 Natural	healing.	God	created	us	with	bodies	that	can	
heal themselves of most things. Antibodies fight off 
diseases every day, and we are not even aware of the 
danger. Wounds close and disappear. These are miracles 
of grace.

•	 Through	doctors	and	medicine.	Does	not	all	knowledge	
and wisdom come from the Lord? Doctors who do not 
actually glorify God with their lips still glorify him with 
their skill and knowledge when they heal. This is his 
grace, also.

•	 By	miraculous,	supernatural	intervention.	So	often	this	
is what is prayed for; sometimes it seems like the only 
hope. It is wonderful when it happens, but we do not 
know God’s plan. Would it be presumptuous for us to 
think that God should always heal by the pathway that 
we would choose if we could?

•	 Redemptive	suffering.	Sometimes	God	uses	the	
pathway of suffering through which to offer grace. His 
purposes are always redemptive. God is not the author 
of suffering, but sometimes his will is found in seeing 
his grace shining through it. Sometimes miraculous 
spiritual healing is made manifest in the context of 
physical weakness.

•	 Finally,	perfect	healing	ultimately	comes	to	the	
redeemed by receiving a new and immortal body 
through the gateway of death and resurrection.

http://www.wesleyanlifeonline.com
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When we pray for 
healing, any merit 
is by the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ 
on the cross. 
We request the 
grace of healing 
so that we might 
have wholeness 
to do his will, and 
by faith we hope 
for the healing 
that would most 
glorify him and 
accomplish his 
purposes.

When we pray for healing, any merit is by 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. We 
request the grace of healing so that we might 
have wholeness to do his will, and by faith 
we hope for the healing that would most 
glorify him and accomplish his purposes.  
We thank him for his infinite love, realizing 
that what he desires for us is the very best 
thing that can happen for us. We ask him 
to defeat any plan of the Enemy which may 
have contributed to our situation. And we 
pray for guidance to know what actions we 
could take in order to work along with him, 
in line with his purposes. Finally, we pray for 
grace, strength, and hope, in order to live life 
victoriously, no matter how he may choose 
to answer or provide.

– Kerry Kind is director of communications 
with The Wesleyan Church.
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Wesleyan church with a  
record attendance of only 46  
is touching the lives of 
thousands of people.

 It began with dust, noise, and more dust. Pastor 
Harold Henson and his wife, Angie, prayed about the 
problem. On the gravel road serving Cedar Grove 
Wesleyan Church and their parsonage in northwest 
Oklahoma, semis constantly roared past, leaving thick 
layers of dust and frustration behind. It wasn’t always 
like this. Two years ago, almost 
no vehicles would be seen all 
day. That’s because there are 
literally only five homes to be 
found within five miles, and it 
is nineteen miles to the nearest 
town of Alva. Indeed, it used to 
be nice and quiet.
 When oil wells and pipelines 
began springing up all around 
them, the big trucks came. Now up to twenty semis go 
by every hour. Rev. Henson and the church people were 
greatly annoyed, but the Lord seemed to say to him, 
“Maybe if you offered a glass of cold water, some of them 
would slow down and stop.” 

 What if this was actually a ministry opportunity? Not everyone in the 
church liked the idea at first. But in August, 2011, members began making 
muffins and brownies, lemonade and coffee. They began standing by the road in 
the dust and heat, one day each week. 
 At first very few trucks would even stop. The truckers felt disliked by the 
locals. But word of their kindness began to get around. Now over 200 items are 

handed out in one day. 
 But it’s not just about muffins. Yes, the 
truckers get a drink and a treat, but they also 
get a sack with Scripture, an offer of prayer, and 
contact information. 
 Now truckers’ heads are seen bowing in 
prayer by the side of the road and all kinds of 
prayer requests are taken to the church. Some 
have received counseling and other help over 
the phone. Some of the truckers are regulars and 

have become friends. In the first year, over 2,200 people have been touched by 
this ministry, and the church people are also visiting the oil rigs and meeting 
workers who don’t come by in trucks.  
 Why did God preserve a little church with a gospel witness in this isolated 
place? If anyone wondered, they are beginning to see the answer.

They began standing by 

the road in the dust and 

heat, one day each week. 

 THROUGH

dUst & 
diesel

A

Story

Oklahoma truckers finding 
encouragement and hope
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