






















































































148 SECTION IV

them preferably to others, buying of one another,
helping each other in business; and so much the more
because the world will love its own, and them only.

By all possible diligence and frugality, that the
gospel be not blamed. By running with patience the
race which is set before them, denying themselves,
and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear
the reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and offscour-
ings of the world; and looking that men should say
all manner of evil of them falsely for the Lord’s sake.

148. It is expected of all who desire to continue
in these churches that they should continue to evi-
dence their desire for salvation:

Thirdly, by attending upon all the ordinances of
God; such are:

The public worship of God.

The ministry of the Word either read or expound-
ed.

The Supper of the Lord.

Family and private prayer.

Searching the Scriptures, and fasting or abstinence.

149. These are the General Rules of our churches;
all of which we are taught of God to observe, even
in His written Word, which is the only and sufficient
rule both of our faith and practice. And all these we
know His Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If
there be any among us who observe them not, who
habitually break any of them, let it be known unto
them who watch over that soul, as they who must
give an account. We will admonish him of the error
of his ways; we will bear with him for a season; but
if then he repent not he hath no more place among
us; we have delivered our own souls.
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SECTION V
SPECIAL RULES

I. Dress and Furniture

150. The General Conference recommends that
this section remain as it now stands in our Dis-
cipline, and requests all our pastors and people to
carry out and enforce these rules.

151. Question 1. Should we insist on the rules
concerning dress?

Answer. By all means. This is no time to give
encouragement to superfluity or immodesty in ap-
parel. Therefore, let none be received into the church
until they have left off the wearing of gold and super-
fluous ornaments and have adopted modest attire. In
order to this:

(1) In visiting the classes be very mild, but very
strict.

(2) Allow of no exempt case; better one suffer
than many.

152. Question 2. Should we insist on plain and
modest dress?

Answer. Certainly. We should not on any ac-
count spend what the Lord has put into our hands,
as stewards, to be used for His glory, in expensive
wearing apparel, when thousands are suffering for
food and raiment, and millions perishing for the
Word of life. Let the dress of every member of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church be plain and modest.
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